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Introduction 
The Importance of Humanities 

Learning about the humanities is fundamental in helping us understand 

ourselves, others, and society as a whole, by teaching us about the history 

and cultures of the earth as well as how to think, argue, and express our 

ideas. Humanities help us understand and analyse many of the problems 

we face in our everyday lives and give us the power to solve disputes and 

make positive change for society as a whole. 
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Economics 

 Nudge Theory 

The great influence 

of subtlety p12 

How Millions are Made in the 

Stock Market 

.ȅ !ŘŀƳ !ƭƛ ό¸мнύ 

W 
eôve all lain in bed in 
the dark, unable to 

sleep, pondering our 
future of chasing 

down a salary year after year and 
running away from mortgage 
payments. Of course you can 

become rich by having a secure 
job, but by the time that happens, 
the best part of your life is over. If 

you type how to get rich quick 
into Google, you get books from 

the likes of Trump and other en-
trepreneurs proclaiming that the 
secret to getting rich is contained 

in their very own book; other re-
sults include hip and trendy 
ñsocial influencersò using 

YouTube to share the secrets 
behind their economic success. 

In this article, I will give you some 
insight on a more concrete way 
that many people have used to 

get rich quick: the stock market. 

What is the Stock Market? 

Wikipedia tells us that the ñstock 
market, equity market or share 
market is the aggregation of 

buyers and sellers of stocks 
which represent ownership 
claims on a businessò [1]. Essen-

tially, being a shareholder means 
that you have some ownership in 

the equity of the firm, as well as 
voting rights at AGMs for exam-
ple. Stock markets are where in-

dividual and institutional inves-
tors come together to buy and 
sell shares in a public venue. 

Nowadays these exchanges exist 
as electronic marketplaces, but 

brokers may go to a trading floor 
(a circular building where brokers 
can go on behalf of the client). 

Nearly every country has its own 
exchange because so many 
countries have their own curren-

cy, and so there are multiple 
stock exchanges, the most nota-

ble being the New York 

Crime 

Why crime is         

beneficial p9 

Stock Exchange (NYSE), 

NASDAQ, and the Tokyo Stock 

Exchange (TSE). For those of 

you who have watched the Wolf 

of Wall Street, a ñpink sheetò list-

ing are companies that are not 

listed on major exchanges like 

the ones mentioned. The majori-

ty of stocks sold over the counter 

(OTC) by telephone for example, 

are low-priced penny stocks, 

meaning that they trade for pric-

es as low as $0.05 to $0.10.  

OTC stocks are beneficial since 

they have lower transaction costs 

and because they are for smaller 

companies, meaning that each 

share represents a bigger stake. 

However investing in these are 

risky since the companies are 

going to just be starting out, and 

might not make you much money 

at first. 

There are three basic investment 

strategies: 

Value Investing: Investors seek 

stocks they believe are underval-

ued. They look for stocks with 

prices they believe donôt fully re-

flect the intrinsic value of the se-

curity. Value investing is predi-

cated, in part, on the idea that 

some degree of irrationality ex-

ists in the market. This irrationali-

ty, in theory, presents opportuni-

ties to get a stock at a discount-

ed price and make money from 

it. Warren Buffet, net worth 

$78.2bn [2], is the epitome of the 

value investor, having positions 

in United, American, Southwest 

and Delta Air Lines that accumu-

lated to somewhere north of 

$4bn [3], and only recently selling 

them amidst the coronavirus 

pandemic. The price:earnings  

    òAll money is a matter of belief.ó 

- Adam Smith 
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ratio (P/E) has become the primary tool for 

quickly identifying undervalued or cheap stocks. 

A lower P/E ratio signifies youôre paying less per 

$1 of current earnings. Value investors seek 

companies with a low P/E ratio. 

Growth Investing: Rather than look for low-cost 

deals, growth investors want investments that 

offer strong upside potential when it comes to the 

future earnings of stocks. It could be said that a 

growth investor is often looking for the ñnext big 

thing.ò You may ask, for example, if thereôs a fu-

ture for electric vehicles before investing in Tes-

la. Or, you may wonder if A.I. will become a fix-

ture of everyday living before investing in a tech-

nology company. There must be evidence of a 

widespread and robust appetite for the compa-

ny's services or products if itôs going to grow. 

Momentum Investing: These investors ride the 

wave. They believe winners keep winning and 
losers keep losing. They look to buy stocks expe-
riencing an uptrend. Because they believe losers 

continue to drop, they may choose to short-sell 
those securities. But short-selling is an exceed-
ingly risky practice. Short selling is where you 

borrow a share, letôs say priced at $100. You 
then sell it, so you gain $100. The price then re-

duces next week to say $60, and you decide to 
buy back that share, since you have to return the 
share that you borrowed originally. In the pro-

cess, you have gained a profit of $100 - $60 = 
$40. This is called shorting, but is risky as the 
price may increase rather than decrease, so 

technically your loses are limitless. 

Trading Success Stories 

Jesse Lauriston Livermore was an American 
stock investor known for trading his personal ac-

count to over $100 million during the 1929 Great 
Depression ð a feat which earned him the nick-

name, the Great Bear of Wall Street [4]. He was 
born in 1877 in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts to a 
very poor family. After his family moved to start 

an agricultural business, Jesse ran away to  

Boston and became involved with stocks at the 
young age of 14.  He enrolled at a brokerage 

firm in Boston posting stock quotes. He would 
make his own price projections and note them, 

and compare them with the real value later to see 
how accurate he was. Convinced of his accuracy, 
in 1892 (when he was only 15) he started putting 

his price projections into use by making bets at a 
bucket shop. In a short time, he was making more 
money from his bets than he earned from Paine 

Webber. He quit his job and continued betting. In 
no time, he has made enough money to move to 

Wall Street and start his investing career in ear-
nest. His first big profit arrived in 1901 when he 
bought shares of Northern Pacific and made over 

400% profit. From his experiences, he was skilled 
in identifying stocks that would make great moves 
and was never afraid to go short on stocks he 

thought would fall. The authorities caught onto 
some of his moves, for example when he tried to 

buy all the stocks in cotton during the 1907 and 
1919 bear market. But his most notable trade 
was when he predicted the bear market that 

would follow during the 1929 Great Depression, 
and so amassed huge short positions, ballooning 
his account to over $100 million. 

A more recent success story includes Timothy 
Kim, who is a self-made millionaire who made his 

fortune by investing in the stocks. The young mil-
lionaire investor simply adhered to the advice of 

his college professor who also became rich by 
investing in the stock market. Following the 
professorôs advice, he (a 19-year-old student 

then) started saving from the little money he was 
earning as a campus employee. When he saved 

up to $1,000, he invested it in stocks. As his initial 
investments started growing, he continued buying 
more stocks with any extra money, and he soon 

hit the $1 million mark last year. 

The Implication of Coronavirus on Stocks 

Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, it is obvious that 
many of the stocks have crashed. On Monday, 24 

February 2020, the Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age and FTSE 100 dropped more than 3% as the 
coronavirus outbreak spread worsened substan-

tially outside China over the weekend. On 28 
February 2020, stock markets worldwide reported 

their largest single-week declines since the 2008 
financial crisis. Overall, stock markets declined 
over 30% by March, and volatilities of equities 

and oil have spiked to crisis levels [5]. However, 
many stocks which have plummeted will experi-
ence a rebound affect once things start to return 

to normal, allowing investors to buy stocks at their 
lowest point and sell them once they increase 

again. For example, Apple stock completely fell 
off at the end of March and beginning of April. 
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It dropped as low as $224.37 a share [6]. Fortunately, itôs starting to regain its momentum at the perfect 

time. As things begin to reopen, more of their stores will be reopening, and with the release of the iPhone 

12, the stock price is set to increase. Another American stock that has increased recently includes Home 

Depot-with more and more people working from home, home improvement projects are becoming more 

popular. 

 

Investing in the stock market strategically is by all means an ex-

cellent way to increase your income.  Many have done it before 

and many will do it in the future. It is important to note that you 

can lose as much as you stand to gain, but by having patience 

and self-belief you are more likely to succeed. Common traits of 

the successful individuals mentioned included the idea that they 

were strict with their spending-many people like to take out a set 

amount of their salary each year to invest in the stock market, 

the fact that it is an automated payment means that they are 

less likely to go wild with their investments. As young people, if 

you are interested in the stocks, conduct your own research into 

the world of investment banking, trading etc. There are multiple 

apps which you can use to get experience, including free virtual 

simulators that take real time information and allow you to invest 

with virtual money. Millions are made every day and hopefully 

this was a useful insight to this new market. 

Edited by Shahzeb Ahmed 

 

Glossary: 

Equity marketðAn equity market is a market in which shares of companies are issued and traded, either 

through exchanges or over-the-counter markets. 

Aggregationðcompiling of traders 

AGMðan annual general meeting, in which board members can be voted in 

Institutional investorsða company or organization that invests money on behalf of other people. 

Securitiesða tradable financial asset (most commonly a share) 

Positionðthe amount of a security, commodity or currency which is owned by an individual 

P/E ratioðshare price divided by earnings per share 

Shortingðinvesting in such a way that the investor will profit if the value of the asset falls 

Brokerage firmðfinancial institutions that help you buy and sell securities. They act as the middle man 

between the buyer and the seller. 

Bear marketsðbear market exists in an economy that is receding, where most stocks are declining in 

value (opposite of bull) 

Dow Jones Industrial Averageða stock market index that measures the stock performance of 30 large 

companies listed on stock exchanges in the United States. 

FTSE 100ða share index of the 100 companies by capital value, listed on the London Stock Exchange 

with the highest market capitalisation 

Volatilitiesða reflection of the degree to which price moves 
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What Is The Socially Efficient Level Of Crime? 

By Divy Dayal (Y12) 

Shortlisted for John Locke Institute Economics Prize 2020 

C 
rime. Crime is synonymous with deceit, vengeance, and greed. And why shouldnôt it be? With 6.3 

million crimes recorded between June 2018 and June 2019 in the UK [1], too many lives are irrep-

arably marred due to the improprieties of others. To put it simply, quality of life and crime are in-

versely correlated, and thus for a socially efficient society (thus best living standards), crime should be 

minimal, ideally absent.  

At least, that is the answer most people would give, but I disagree. Crime is fundamental to the wellbeing 

of the population; crime is the margin, the last resort, the baseline. It sets the standard for the rest of soci-

ety to better. Having a certain level of crime is just as important as having a modest turnover rate in a 

business or deadheading rose bushes ï all encourage new healthy growth and improve the average.  

Do we Need Crime? 

Before discussing which crimes are beneficial, a 

small note should be made to the types of crimes: 
personal crimes, white-collar crimes, victimless 
crimes, organised crime, hate crime, and crime 

against property [2]. These six types are usually det-
rimental - however, in certain instances (see later) 

they can recoup the damage typically if there is 
genuine good intention behind the crime. 

Talking about crime is incredibly difficult without 
risking offence to anyone who has unfortunately 
been a victim to any of them, and all of my sympa-

thies are with them. However, I would like to en-
courage and discuss alternative perspectives, such 
as the one I am offering. As Nobel Laureate Robert 

Lucas put it, ñThe consequences for human welfare 
involved in questions like these are simply stagger-

ing: once one starts to think about them, it is hard to 
think about anything elseò [3]. 

Before we imagine a world with a perfect level of 
crime, we must imagine a world with no crime. It 
isnôt the utopia you might think it would be. Crime, 

by definition, is an illegal act that is punishable by 
law, especially against morality [4]. A world of no 

crime would not be one where everyone adheres to 
perfect morals, but rather a chaotic world where 
immoral actions are not punished. Human behav-

iour is a spectrum, ranging from the immoral to 
saintly actions, and in a world of no crime, none of 
the immoral actions would be looked down upon. A 

world of no crime is a world of acceptance, where 
every person just accepts the misbehaviour of    

others as their misfortune. And this is a problem, 
since the benefits that society reaps from crimes 
would be eradicated. 

Certain crimes are very useful. For example: 

¶ Corporate/loophole crime is fundamental to 
making a countryôs legislation stronger and 
tighter (e.g. tax avoidance), making a more 

level playing field for new businesses 
(providing competition to existing firms so that 

only the most efficient firms remain ï in turn 
creating a stronger economy). 

¶ If there is a problem with the law that hinders 
the wellbeing of the public, they will unite to 
demand change (social benefits such as com-

munity spirit help to improve wellbeing) [5]. 

¶ Throughout history, social reform has taken 
place only due to rebellious activities that 

were punishable by law at the time - whether 
this was sitting at the front of the bus, throw-
ing crates of tea, setting LA ablaze or         

attacking Bastille [6]. 

Having now determined how useful crimes can be, 
we need to look at a world with high levels of crime. 

This is in fact a world of denial, where it is every 
family for themselves. We donôt need to fantasise 
since we can see it in Cameroon, which Tim      

Harford describes: ñIn 1999 it was the most corrupt 
country surveyedébecause Cameroon is massive-

ly corrupt at every level and does not just target  
foreignersò [7]. 
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Cameroon is possibly the best example known to a 
world with sky-high crime, where all types of corrup-

tion can be found, and it is a world of denial, irre-
sponsibility, and lack of accountability for corporate, 

governmental and individual actions. Every taxi 
driver will alter the fare to squeeze out as much 
cash as possible; the side effect being that honest 

drivers simply cannot operate since they do not 
have a sustainable income. This leads to an even 
more corrupt nation ï an evolution of sorts. As the 

economist Mancur Olson theorises [8], imagine a 
dictator with a tenure of one week who takes what-

ever he wishes and leaves. If he is purely self-
interested, he has no incentive to leave anything. 
This is the same with taxi drivers (the dictator) and 

passengers (the unfortunate nation).  

This is also a positive feedback loop, and little can 

be done to stop it. The main impacts of such     
criminal behaviour are that there is no stability, 
there is no trust and there is simply no plan ï every-

thing is done on a day to day basis where each  
person fends for themselves. As Yuval Noah Harari 

mentions in his book óSapiensô, ñWhat enables 
banks ï and the entire economy ï to survive and 
flourish is our trust in the future. This trust is the 

sole backing for most of the money in the worldò [9]. 
The real-world implication of this is that there is little 
economic growth (GDP growth shrank by 13%   

between 1986 and 1988 in Cameroon) [10]. 

What is fundamental to understand when trying to 
find the right level of crime is to recognise the dis-
tinction between moral and immoral crime [11]. Any 

philosopher will debate this - however, they will 
agree that the law is not the source of morality, 
since the law can be fallible. Regardless of whether 

one considers books and texts or ethical theories 
as the source of morality, one believes that their 

source is correct (thus the adherence). Law, on the 
other hand, does not make something moral or im-
moral (since it isnôt infallible), it simply makes things 

legal or illegal. Most of us think the majority of the 
law is moral, but the key is that not all of it is, allow-
ing for moral illegal crimes. These crimes, I believe, 

are the only crimes that we need for a socially    
efficient world to function best. Through the years 

small tweaks and changes have made the law the 
best thing we have to a universal, all-encompassing 

moral code, and thus we need these constant 
tweaks and changes resulted from moral-illegal 
crimes to make a better moral code. Simply put, 

moral crimes demand change, and this change typi-
cally increases social efficiency.  

Crime tends to make people worse off than they 
started. I would like to use the story of a robber, 
successfully thieving from a family home. The     

immediate conclusion would be to believe that this 
is not beneficial for anybody ï the family must 

check their security, call the police, file for an      
insurance claim, check their belonging, trauma and 
the robber has a lingering fear of being caught. 

However, this crime could be moral, if the family 
were, in fact, tyrannical oligarchs who made 1000 
people homeless. The stolen item was bread so 

that the thief could keep his family fed. While      
philosophers will argue endlessly on the morality of 

this, this outcome will be more efficient, since the 
family will hardly notice the missing loaf (and could 
get another one), whilst the thiefôs family will be fed 

for the day. It is a better distribution of resources. 

A Focus on Social Efficiency 

Socially efficient production is when the level of out-
put is the most efficient; where the marginal social 
benefit of producing and consuming one more   

product will be less efficient - i.e. something is im-
proved without harming anybody else [12]. How does 

this apply to crime? A socially efficient level of 
crime is when the most people benefit from crime, 
and where one extra crime is going to be worse off 

for society [13]. Current levels of crime around the 
world are far from ideal and I believe that typical 
ideas of crime (thuggery, domestic abuse and    

arson etc.) should be absent - if not minimal - for a 
socially efficient society. However, moral crimes (as 

outlined above) should be valid and encouraged 
since they are the result of strong motive. They   
demand change and/or are the result of business 

strategy for which they need to be rewarded (which 
will encourage businesses to invest greatly into  
efficient growth rather than rapid growth) [14]. 

óA transaction is socially efficient if it considers 

costs and benefits associated with the transaction ï 
that is, the social costs and benefits [15].ô This shows 
that social efficiency creates the best distribution of 

tangible resources. Socially efficiency is one of the 
best concepts economics has, but it has          
shortcomings. One of them is the time frame in 

which the efficiency is measured.  
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Taking the raid at Stonewall Inn [16] and the riots 
and demonstrations the ensued as our example, in 

the short term there was a lot of pain, trauma and 
arrests, but if we increase the timescale to modern-

day, we can see that peopleôs lives have improved 
thanks to the initial cost. Playing with the timeframe 
can make the concept of socially efficient society 

seem like utilitarianism, but the nuanced difference 
is that the latter is about utility ï the maximum   
happiness. Suppose an action can make either one 

person ten (arbitrary) units happy or two people 
three units happy - utilitarianism will prioritise the 

one person. On the other hand, a socially efficient 
society would prioritise the three people since it is a 
better distribution of resources. There is happiness 

for greater people; a greater weight on the number 
of people helped. 

What can we do with this? 

Kenneth Arrowôs (a Nobel Prize winner in economic 
sciences) solution for social justice [17], coined by 

Tim Harford as the óHead Start Theoremô, [7]         
deserves a notable mention. This theorem is about 

how to adjust markets such that they are most    
efficient, avoiding variable taxation since this can 
deter sales from taking place. Arrow suggests a 

lump-sum tax and subsidies give equal footing to 
firms in a competitive industry. 

This can be applied to avoid repeated crime:    
criminals are given incentives (subsidy equivalents) 
to remain ócleanô and if they do not, harsher     

sanctions take place. This can be seen in          
Norwegian style prisons, where everything from 

architecture to hospitality is regarded highly. Efforts 
are made for guards to socialise with inmates, and 
for there to be a healthy atmosphere in the common 

rooms so that prisoners donôt feel startled when 
they return to daily life. Typical belief would be to 
think this is a waste of resources, but closer  in-

spection indicates that if people believe that this 
relative comfort is the baseline, they can and must 

better this. Moreover, as Gudrun Molden (a prison 
architect) [18] puts it: óyou donôt want an annoyed 
lost criminal to enter back to societyô. 

For there to be a socially efficient society, there 
must be a system whereby criminals and society 

are better off after the crime. Looking from a     
criminalôs perspective, if prisons are like the luxury 

they are in Norway, there will be an initial rise in 
crime simply because some criminals who are self-
interested (and are criminals due to poverty) will 

find the living standards better in prisons than their 
current measures. However, the long-term impacts 
of this (and this feeds well into our new current long

-term perspective) are that more criminals are off 
the road. They have been rehabilitated and taken 

care of, such that they now contribute to society 

and economy. This benefits society and criminals 
and is a perfect example of how social efficiency 

being increased. 

Conclusion 

Deadheading rose bushes is fundamental to     
prosper new growth since the removal of spent 
flowers encourages new growth. However, not all 

are deadheaded, so that they can form rose hips. 
Similarly, a socially efficient society would invest 

resources to minimise crimes by investing in      
prisons such that they are transformative and help 
prisoners re-enter society in a better light. However, 

the base crime rate is fundamental to keep society 
progressing and evolving. The success of all initia-
tives done by governments and societies to main-

tain such a level of crime must be closely          
monitored, since it depends entirely on the          

execution of such theories - as well as the fact that 
while crime and quality of life are correlated, they 
may not be in a cause-effect relationship, and both 

may be effects of an independent factor.  Moreover, 
investment in anticrime has diminishing returns if 

done properly and thus monitoring is needed to  
ensure that anticrime measures are not equivalent 
to pouring water into the sea. All in all, the crime 

rate should be minimal and moral crimes should be 
encouraged to sustain a society with the best use of 
resources ï social efficiency.  

Edited by Aaron Stace 

 

Glossary: 

Improprieties ï failure to observe standards of be-

haviour or modesty  

Positive feedback loop ï a process that occurs 

such that the result leads to the process repeating 
but at a greater magnitude 

Fallible ï capable of making mistakes and being 
wrong  

Stonewall Inn ï Riots in 1969 ,which were a turn-
ing point in the provision of rights and services to 

members of the LGBT community, that were in re-
sponse to police raids at the Stonewall Inn. 
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Nudge Theory: Effective or Not? Ethical or Not? 

By Kinshuk Jain (Y12) 

It is common practice for manufacturers to plaster reviews and awards across product pages, and mostly peo-

ple think nothing of it. This seemingly simple action actually elicits a complex decision-making process in the 

consumerôs brain, and it all boils down to a fascinating concept of behavioural economics: nudge theory. 

The nudge theory proposes the concept of indirect suggestions, made by a choice architect, influencing the 

economic decision-making of a group or individual (a choice architect is simply an entity that uses nudge tech-

niques to encourage a certain behaviour). 

Nudge theory was suggested by American economists Richard H. Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein, who defined it 

as ñany aspect of the choice architecture [the different ways that choices can be presented to consumers] that 

alters peopleôs behaviour in a predictable way without forbidding any options or significantly changing their eco-

nomic incentivesò [1] . This theory can be used to showcase and analyse some of the intricacies behind the 

plainest decisions that we make on a daily basis. 

Thaler and Sunstein based the theory largely on the heuristics work carried out by Israeli American psycholo-

gists Daniel Kahneman and Amos Tversky. Heuristics are psychological rules of decision that allow humans to 

make rapid choices without considering all available information. In other words, they are instinctive choices 

made by the brain that are often mistaken. Nudging works by either exploiting or overriding these heuristics, of 

which there are hundreds. Some of the principal examples in relation to nudge theory include: 

Heuristic Explanation 
Availability How common something seems ï the greater the perceived commonness, the greater 

the sense of trust. 
Inertia The avoidance of complex tasks such as reading small print or terms and conditions. 

Framing Information can be presented in ways that change the way we perceive it. For instance, 

juxtaposition can be used to exaggerate the attractiveness of a proposition. 
Conforming Also known as herd mentality; ñfollowing the crowdò as a result of the human need for 

societal approval. 
Feedback When making a decision, people are often influenced by feedback from other people. 

Selective Cognition The tendency to only absorb facts that fit with our existing ideas. 

Risk bias and opti-

mism 

Underestimating challenges or costs and overestimating our ability to cope with them. 

Temptation A bias towards short term, as opposed to long term, reward. 

Nudge theory was originally intended for the government 

to use in order to improve society, in particular to posi-

tively influence public interactions with financial systems.  

Enforced Change Nudge Techniques 
Confrontational Indirect and technical 

Prone to resistance Likely to yield cooperation 

Requires a conscious 

effort to change by 

those who are affected 

Less disruptive to those 

who are affected 
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However, it is also an incredibly convenient tool for 

businesses, and can be applied both to achieve 

growth and also to motivate workers, given its consid-

erable advantages over enforced change (where the 

choice element is removed, for instance a rule change 

from an employer or a change in law by the govern-

ment). 

Nudge theory has strong links to Maslowôs motivation-

al theory and McGregorôs XY theory as, unlike en-

forced changes, any behavioural changes caused oc-

cur at the employeeôs own will, which makes them feel 

more respected. Using nudge techniques as opposed 

to enforcing change comes under esteem as a result 

of the freedom that employees retain. 

 

Real-world Examples of Nudge Theory Used in 

Public Policy 

UK Pension Policy: In 2012, the Government made it 

compulsory for employers to create an ñautomatic en-

rolment schemeò for their pension schemes [2], in order 

to tackle low saving rates amongst private sector work-

ers. This meant that workers would automatically be 

placed onto the workplace pension scheme unless 

they formally opted out. The logic behind this was that 

people did actually want to save money for retirement 

but hesitated from doing this as they feared making 

complex financial decisions (the inertia heuristic). The 

result of introducing this opt-out scheme was a sharp 

increase in membership of private sector pension 

schemes from 10.7 million employees in 2012 to 18.7 

million in 2018[3]. 

Organ donation: In France and Spain, organ donation 

is an opt-out scheme. On 20th May 2020, the UK also 

made the switch from opt-in to opt-out [4]. This nudge 

works in the same way as the pension policy nudge. 

Behavioural Insights Team: In 2010, the coalition gov-

ernment formed the Behavioural Insights Team 

(known informally as the ñNudge Unitò) to use nudge 

methods in a bid to reduce the impact of social issues. 

This has resulted in successful nudges of tax pay-

ments, charity donations and electoral participation. 

Real-world Examples of Nudge Theory Used in 

Commercial Policy 

Up-selling: In fast food restaurants, servers are trained 

to up-sell by offering additional options with your meal, 

including drinks and deserts ï these are generally the 

most profitable part of the meal.  

Placement of products: a supermarket may place 

healthier food items at eye level in order to nudge con-

sumers towards a more nutritional option.  

Displaying trust: by prominently displaying positive re-

views of a brand or product, businesses can exploit 

the feedback heuristic to nudge consumers to buy a 

good. 

Sales figures: firms can show how many of their items 

were sold in a period of time to exploit the availability 

and conforming heuristics. 

Special offers: firms may offer a temporary free sub-

scription, which requires you to provide credit card de-

tails for automatic billing once the free period is over. 

Cancelling the subscription before the end of the free 

period often requires conscious effort from the con-

sumer, such as by calling the company, which leads to 

many people putting off the cancellation and eventual-

ly being billed. 

 

Advantages of Nudge Theory 

The principal advantage of nudge theory is the reten-

tion of freedom ï the final decision for any proposition 

lies firmly in the hands of the person or group being 

nudged, compared to other tactics that enforce chang-

es and can usually create some resentment. The 

nudge is simply a guide in a given direction that may 

or may not be heeded. Thaler and Sunstein refer to 

nudge theory as ñlibertarian paternalismò [1], adding 

that ñwhen [they] use the term libertarian to modify the 

word paternalism, [they] simply mean liberty-

preserving.ò [1] 

Additionally, nudge techniques are often low-cost 

methods of reducing the impact of social issues, as 

exemplified by the work conducted by the UK Behav-

ioural Insights Team. 

Finally, any biological characteristic of humans works 

best in the context for which it evolved ï the same ap-

plies to heuristics. This means that heuristics are best 

suited to the context of human life tens of thousands of 

years ago. However, the human context has dramati-

cally changed even over the last two hundred years ï 

we cannot keep relying on heuristics which are based 

on an outdated way of life, and we need a nudge in the 

right direction to help us override these psychological 

rules where required.  

 

 

Maslowôs 

hierarchy of 

needs; a 

diagrammatical 

summary of his 

motivation theory 
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Disadvantages of Nudge Theory 

The work of psychologist Gerd Gigerenzer highlights a 

flaw with the concept of nudging: 

Gigerenzer gives the example of ñfast and frugalò deci-

sion making, which is based on the take-the-best heu-

ristic (discriminating between alternatives to estimate 

which has the higher value). He worked with a team of 

medics to create a simple decision tree to help doctors 

use the best information to rapidly assess whether pa-

tients should be admitted for coronary care due to a 

risk of heart attack. 

This simple and quick decision tree was proven to be 

more accurate than a computer programme which 

considered around 50 pieces of information [5]. Given 

this, Gigerenzer thought that we should embrace that 

we are heuristic men, rather than rational men. This 

led Gigerenzer to disagree with economists who be-

lieved that humans are unable to compute risk as a 

result of heuristics and need to be nudged into more 

optimal behaviour.  

Gigerenzer believed that overriding our heuristics with 

nudges is not the way forward, rather we should nur-

ture our heuristics and support them by developing 

basic skills in risk assessment. He summarised his 

idea with this statement: ñwhat we need is not just bet-

ter technology, bigger bureaucracy and stricter laws 

that limit individual freedom, but risk-savvy citizens [6].ô 

Another potential disadvantage is that nudge tech-

niques are not always firm enough to have the desired 

effect; that is, there are certain situations in which an 

enforced change would be more beneficial to society. 

A classic example would be addictive goods, such as 

cigarettes ï if someone is addicted to smoking, no 

amount of ñsmoking killsò labels will stop them from 

smoking. This has led to the use of taxation (tobacco 

duty) [7] in order to fund the increased stress on public 

services including the NHS caused by tobacco use. 

It could also be argued that the nudge theory is a 

piecemeal approach to influencing socially or environ-

mentally detrimental behaviour. For example, encour-

aging home insulation is, in itself, beneficial to the en-

vironment. However, the money saved from having a 

more efficient home may be spent on a diesel-

powered car, or a cruise, or any other carbon-emitting 

process which would reduce, or even reverse, the net 

gain to the environment. 

The Bottom Line 

I believe that there is a fine line between ethical and unethical nudges. Whilst nudges can be criticised as pa-

ternalistic, it is difficult to argue that they infringe on freedom, given that those being nudged generally retain 

full liberty and control over the final decision. It is only when businesses use nudging to target more vulnerable 

people such as the elderly or children (the classical example being sweets at the till in supermarkets) that I 

argue it is unethical and leads to some reduction in the consumerôs freedom. It could also be the case that opt-

ing out is a difficult or time-consuming process, in which case, once again, a degree of freedom is removed, 

and I would consider the nudge unethical. 

In terms of how effective nudge theory is, I believe that whether it is better to promote ñrisk-savvyò [6] heuristic 

behaviour or behavioural nudges is a purely situational argument. The path ahead lies in a fine balance be-

tween the two based on an understanding of the circumstances in which each approach is more effective. 

Edited by Nicholas James 

Cigarettes are now no longer allowed to advertise, and 

must have warning labels on the front of the pack 

The decision tree devised by Gigerenzer and a team of 

medics. 
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How to Learn from Miracle Economies 
By Matthew Mannix (Y12) 

In Japan after the second 

world war (and perhaps more 

importantly the atomic bomb-

ing of Nagasaki and Hiroshi-

ma) there was a collective 

feeling of guilt and shame, or 

at least the idea that the coun-

try must conform with the west 

in order to succeed. As such, 

the entire country was able to 

embrace the idea of economic 

success, as opposed to mili-

tary dominance (Japan has no 

standing army to this day), 

and the results speak for 

themselves. In half a century, 

Japanese life expectancy 

went from 52.01 (1947) [2] to 

81.08 (2000) - for comparison 

British life expectancy in 1951 

was 68.95 whereas in 2001 it 

was 78.30 [3] - increase at a 

third of the rate.  

In post-war Germany, the eco-

nomic miracle was also quite 

similar (although perhaps not 

as extreme). In fact, the Ger-

man economy had really been 

booming already due to the 

massive demand for weapons 

and other goods in expansion-

ist Nazi Germany, and was 

one of the first countries to 

have an industrial revolution. 

However, after the war Ger-

many was in a state called 

Stunde Null (Zero Hour) 

whereby the whole economy 

had to be rebuilt from scratch - 

the real miracle was that they 

effectively recovered and even 

prospered off the back of this 

massive hardship.  

In each of these cases of an 

óeconomic miracleô, key ideas 

were used to cause and main-

tain growth. One such idea 

was some level of (moderate) 

state control in private sectors 

which allowed for growth that 

benefitted the whole country, 

as opposed to just a company 

- an idea conspicuously ab-

sent from todayôs idea of an 

efficient economy. For exam-

ple, in Germany the state 

owns significant parts of major 

banks (15.6% of Com-

merzbank [4]) which allows for 

direct control of capital and 

more say in its usage, which 

in turn allows for better moni-

tored and more efficiently 

used capital. Furthermore, 

some companies are part 

owned by states in Germany 

directly - the key example of 

this is that Lower Saxony 

owns 12.7% of the entire VW 

Group [4].  

An economic miracle is when a period of dramatic economic development is ñentirely unexpected 

or unexpectedly strongò [1] . As we can see for each slight variance one key term stands out - the 

idea of the unexpected.  

In the twentieth century, there were two outstanding economic miracles - the post war growth of 

both Japan (and several other eastern states which used its early model) and West Germany. In 

each case, although at the time their growth and development looked miraculous, there were 

certainly key ideas and a mindset that prevailed above all others, and as such we have the bene-

fit of being able to see (albeit imperfectly) the cause of dramatic economic development in this 

way.  

Two cities that saw economic miracles: Berlin (left) and Tokyo (right) 
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This means that the company 

has a consistent shareholder, 
no matter what, and thus its 
economic stability is far great-
er than that of the competition, 
and as such (along with excel-

lent business management) it 
has allowed VW to continue to 
grow and grow, buying up 
smaller competitors and in-

creasing its efficiency con-
stantly. This is a key trend 
when we look at the recent 
history of the German econo-
my, and one that is repeated 

in many other examples be-
sides this one.  

With a similar idea achieved 

through different means, the 

Japanese used cross-

ownership of shares between 

companies in order to main-

tain stability of capital and 

thus cause stable growth con-

sistently over a long period. 

This sounds counter-intuitive, 

yet in fact makes a lot of 

sense. By investing in their 

competitors, they forfeit the 

ability to dominate a market, 

but ensure the stability and 

size of the industry by reduc-

ing the number of free-floating 

shareholders ï thus, the in-

dustry is able to sustainably 

employ more people and be 

more efficient, stimulating the 

economy as a whole. While 

this is quite a unique example, 

formed partially due to the cul-

tural history of Japan, it is 

merely a different facet of the 

same idea. Reducing free-

floating shareholders in a 

company in favour of those 

with a greater stake in its out-

come, such as those in gov-

ernment, another company in 

the industry or even the em-

ployees themselves, causes 

slower immediate returns but 

also allows for much greater 

sustained economic develop-

ment; indeed, what we would 

call an economic boom.  

However, that is not to say 

that these were the only caus-

es of these economic mira-

cles; there were many factors 

other than these which had a 

large influence on the eco-

nomic success of these two 

countries. Yet if we look at a 

large number of countries 

which experienced such eco-

nomic success, from the USA 

in the 1950s to Italy in the 

1890s, in each case the coun-

try used state intervention to 

enable more sustained eco-

nomic development in useful 

areas of economy - especially 

the USA, which has had strict 

tariffs for the extent of its ex-

istence, despite the pressure it 

places on other countries to 

embrace a fully free market. 

But that is another article unto 

itself.  

 

 

Volkswagen T1 

Overall, this article is more to introduce to you the idea that the way we look at economics in the 

modern era is very focussed, with far too little emphasis on understanding past mistakes or suc-

cesses, and to encourage you to look backwards, not just forwards. 

Edited by Shahzeb Ahmed 
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Analysing Killing Eve 

.ȅ {ƘŀƘȊŜō !ƘƳŜŘ ό¸мнύ 

B 
BC Americaôs Kill-
ing Eve is one of 
the most success-
ful television dra-

mas of recent years, com-
bining interesting character 
work with gripping, witty sto-
ry writing and multi-Bafta 
winning performances.  

 

Based around Eve Polastri, 
a secret service agent in 
London, and Villanelle, a 
prolific assassin who oper-
ates internationally, the 
show has seen three sea-
sons of arresting writing, 
with each season bringing 
the pair closer together, as 
their obsession with one 
and other only intensifies.  

 

The Obsession 

It begins with Eve, her col-
leagues and her superiors 
at MI5 learning of a highly 
skilled assassin operating in 
numerous countries across 
Europe. As Eve finds out 
more about this psychopath 
and their impossibly effort-
less murders, she becomes 
obsessed and it becomes 
her sole focus, letting it spill 
into her personal and home 
life too. Her job and family 
are shown to be relatively 
normal but we feel her 
yearning for more, for a 
challenge.  Her addiction to 
this psychopath is written in 
an interesting way, as itôs 
nearly impossible to know 
where itôs rooted. Empha-
sised as an almost primal 

obsession, could this be an 
admiration of Villanelleôs 
crimes? 

Phoebe Waller-Bridge, how-
ever, plays it cool, not rush-
ing to a clear explanation 
even at the end of her ten-
ure in season one. Eve be-
comes reckless in her pur-
suit of Villanelle, letting her 
relationship with her col-
leagues and her own hus-
band fall as her infatuation 
rises. Within this obsession 
we see her distress bleed 
out as she questions who 
she is, made even more 
poignant by how confident 
and happy she was in her 
life before learning of Villa-
nelle. As the first season 
progresses and her obses-
sion interferes with her life, 
we see emotions intertwine 
and layer as elements of 
anger, resentment yet ar-
dent curiosity fuel her desire 
to meet Villanelle in person. 

Meanwhile, in Moscow, Vil-
lanelle has found that Eve is 
trying to track her down and 
eventually becomes ob-
sessed with her too, playing 
out particularly strangely 
when this obsession is com-
bined with her need to 
evade the attention of the 
secret services, as a crimi-
nal.  

 

Interestingly, despite the 
many weird and wonderful 
crimes our psychopath has 
committed (including her 
signature óstabbing-my-
victim-with-a-hair-pin-just-

                

    òWe  never tire of the friendship we 

form with books.ó 

- Charles Dickens 
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because-I-canô move) her elegance and 
iconic style as a character outweighs her 
horrific criminal acts: a very impressive 
feat of character writing.   

Villanelle is written particularly offbeat, 
with the writers avoiding the black and 
white straightforward portrayal of the com-
pulsive behaviours of a psychopath so of-
ten shown on television. Unlike Eve, she 
doesnôt go out of her way to learn more 
about the British spy following her crimes, 
but instead sees it almost as if it were a 
game. As a trained assassin, the writing is 
on the wall when it comes to understand-
ing the emotions and experiences that Vil-
lanelle isnôt familiar with, making it all the 
more interesting watching her navigate 
her way through this newfound, volatile 
relationship with a spy trying to hunt her 
down.  

Through the Seasons  

In season one, the obsession is certainly 
more weighted towards Eve. She hasnôt 
experienced this type of fascination be-
fore, nor has she been involved in some-
thing so exciting: a far cry from her 
ónormalô life. However, itôs in season two, 
and a lot more strongly in season three, 
that we see Villanelleôs desire for Eve (for 
good or bad intention, to kill or not) sur-
face in a stronger way. Psychopaths often 

lack empathy, which can be part of the 
reason why they are able to kill without 
having to bear any moral consequences 
on themselves. This is true of Villanelle, 
but as the seasons progress and her en-
counters with Eve increase, we see an 
increased sensitivity to her own savage  
actions and behaviours.  

What would an obsessive psychopath do 
if the person they were obsessed with 
was obsessed with them back?  

 

Killing Eve (or rather killing everybody but 
Eve) 

 

Rated 15 

Edited By Neel Patel 
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To what extent are Globally Renowned Tradi-

tions, such as Oktoberfest, Beneficial in Modern 

Day Society? 

By Alex Topliss (Y12) 

So, what is Oktoberfest? Ok-

toberfest is a world-famous fes-

tival which takes place over six-

teen days predominantly in 

September. Why then is it Ok-

toberfest? It is named as such 

is because it first took place in 

October in 1810 as part of cele-

brations for Prince Ludwigôs 

wedding to Therese of Saxe-

Hildburghausen. 200 years lat-

er it is known as the most pop-

ular Folkfest (celebration of tra-

ditional music and crafts) in the 

world. Last year, the last time it 

ran, Oktoberfest attracted 6.3 

million people to the festival, 

which covered 34.5 hectares in 

Munich, and 7.3 million 

measures (litres) of beer were 

drunk [1]. Traditional food such 

as WeiÇw¿rste (white sausag-

es) and Brathendl (Bavarian 

roast chicken) are served 

throughout the day in the festi-

valôs massive tents, further 

adding to the unique atmos-

phere at this festival. 

Although Oktoberfests also ex-
ist all over the world outside 
Germany which run on a small-
er scale, a national, unique tra-
dition that causes for such cel-

ebrations like Oktoberfest does 
not exist outside Germany. The 
benefits are many, as Oktober-
fest creates a sense of identity 

for German citizens and pro-
vides a time where one can 
(more or less) forget about 
stresses and live in the pre-
sent. Of course, there are 

many jobs provided by these 
events ï around 13,000 posi-
tions are made available by 
Oktoberfest [2]. Not only are 

jobs created, but nearby ser-
vices like hotels, restaurants 
and shops are boosted due to 

the sheer influx of people from 
Germany, but perhaps more 
importantly from tourists with 
money to spend. These festi-

vals are often billion-euro 
events and are a large source 
of income for the state. This 
sounds enticing and something 

in which it is worth investing 
time and money! Imagine look-
ing forward to a busy, lively 
event with a delicious aroma 
wafting throughout the stalls 

and memorable music ringing 
in the ears of all the visitors. 
These festivals would also ben-
efit mental health greatly, as 

said large events bring people 
together and increase the 
sense of community. We know 
that these events can be a time 
to be kind and compassionate 

to others, so surely increasing 
the number of good-natured 
festivals would create more op-
portunities to help others in 

their time of need? This could 
be a no-brainer for our own 
government to establish a simi-
lar event, and the addition of an 

Oktoberfest-style tradition may 
be the best thing they could do. 

It may not be as simple as that 

however, as there are some 
drawbacks. For example, the 
massive number of jobs 

You would have most likely heard of Oktoberfest. Maybe as an enormous festival in the south of 
Germany? Maybe as the holy grail of beer drinking? Well, it may be both those things, but it also 
acts as a vital part of life for many Germansï especially in Bavaria, where it is based. Might this 

world-renowned tradition positively impact mental health as much as physical? If so, why donôt 
more countries adopt such methods to improve the wellbeing of the nation? That perhaps, is a 
question which other countriesô governments should be exploring. 
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created could lead to an over-

reliance on them, or perhaps 

make a business dependent on 

the guaranteed large income, 

so if an Oktoberfest is called 

off, it could lead to a bad situa-

tion for some. Also, Oktoberfest 

can create quite an unpleasant 

scene after the alcohol takes 

effect for residents who are not 

participating in the festival. 

Frau Berg, a retired resident 

living in Munich, complained 

about Oktoberfest, explaining 

that ñI canôt possibly stay in Mu-

nich anymore when they start 

Oktoberfestò [2]. In 2019, 600 

people ended up in the medical 

tents for alcohol poisoning, out 

of a total 6,600 for various oth-

er reasons [1]. The extremely 

crowded, busy atmosphere 

would suit some people, but at 

the same time cause a lot of 

opposition. This negative as-

pect of the rowdiness of this 

óbeer festivalô (and, maybe in 

England, this alcohol fuelled 

discourtesy) could cause more 

disputes within communities.  

This over-reliance on the eco-

nomic growth caused by Ok-

toberfest is no more relevant 

than this year, due to COVID-

19. This virus has affected mil-

lions of lives and continues to 

ravage our society, and for 

Germany, it has caused the 

cancellation of its biggest festi-

val. It is estimated that the fes-

tival provides 1.2-1.3 billion eu-

ros for breweries, hosts and 

showmen [3]. This loss of a 

large amount of money could 

destroy businesses, and al-

ready one of the biggest beer 

companies in the world, Hei-

neken, has had its sales re-

duced by 16.4% and profits 

halved [4]. This pandemic hasnôt 

eradicated the spirit of Oktober-

fest in Germany, however, as 

around 50 pubs and restau-

rants are opening in Munich as 

a substitute. According to 

Gregor Lemke, a spokesperson 

for the pubs, ñOktoberfest is 

neither a place nor an event. 

Itôs a deep sense of life which 

is anchored within us" [5]. This 

emphasises the importance of 

the event to Germans and justi-

fies these small-scale celebra-

tions, but they still had to be 

run safely. 

This virus has either already 

cancelled many festivals, not 

just Oktoberfest, or is looming 

ominously over those still to 

come. One annual celebration 

that is in jeopardy this year is 

Christmas, one of the most 

popular times for families to get 

together and enjoy a peaceful 

time of giving and reflection. 

The more the virus continues to 

spread across the world, this 

staple of global traditionôs 

chances appear ever bleaker. 

Not only will families be unwill-

ingly split apart, but popular at-

tractions, like the Winter Won-

derland in London or the busy 

Weihnachtsmªrkte (Christmas 

markets) in Cologne will be 

called off, further worsening the 

experience of many. At a time 

where depression is said to be 

at its highest point (according 

to an online poll, 45% of men 

feel that their worries are most 

troubling at Christmas) [6], this 

pandemic will devastate those 

suffering with mental illnesses 

and could induce a decline in 

overall mental health. The de-

crease in job availability, in-

come and overall joy this 

Christmas will be clear and will 

put pressure on governments 

worldwide to help. 

Now obviously, setting up an 

Oktoberfest-like event in these 
current times would be a futile 
idea to pose to government, 
but do you not think that it 

would be a good idea in which 
to invest for our country, both in 
a social and economic sense? 
After coronavirus has been 
eradicated, it might be worth 

thinking about the possibility of 
a festival to unite the nation 
and potentially improve the 
mental health of many, either 

through the new jobs being cre-
ated, or simply a general sense 
of enjoyment caused by the 
festivities. 

Edited by Ben Shorter 
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Itôs Not What You Say; Itôs How You Say It:  

Glottophobia In France 
By Matthew Atangba (Y12) 

Nowadays, phobias are often 

trivialised. They get placed in the 

most obscure knowledge quizzes 

and the majority would deem 

them too peculiar to be worth 

learning. After all, meeting a suf-

ferer of hexakosioihexekontahex-

aphobia (ófear of the number 

666ô) would assuredly be a once-

in-a-lifetime event. 

But itôs downright ignorant to say 

the same for a victim of glot-

tophobia. This can be understood 

as the ófear of accentsô but socio-

linguist Philippe Blanchet offers a 

more explicit definition: 

ñcontempt, hatred, aggression, 

rejection or exclusion [towards] 

certain linguistic forms used by 

other people [of whom use differ-

ent regional/local dialects]ò.  

Laetitia Avia, a French MP from 

Macronôs En Marche party, pro-

posed a bill in 2018 to illegalise 

glottophobia, denouncing it as 

reckless and akin to other sorts 

of prejudice. 

ç Parle-t-on moins fran­ais avec 

un accent? Doit-on subir des hu-

miliations si on a pas d'intona-

tions standardis®es? Parce que 

nos accents sont notre identit®, 

je d®pose, avec des d®put®s, 

une proposition de loi pour re-

connaitre la glottophobie comme 

source de discrimination. è 

EN: ñDo we speak less French 

with an accent? Must we under-

go humiliation if our intonation 

isnôt of the standardised kind? 

Because our accents are our 

identity, I have put down, with the 

help of MPs, a bill to recognise 

glottophobia as a source of dis-

criminationò. 

Aviaôs action was evidently trig-

gered by the doings of far-left 

politician Jean-Luc M®lanchon, 

who mocked the Toulouse ac-

cent of a journalist the day before 

the bill was suggested. He dis-

missed the journalistôs question 

and asked if anyone else had an 

inquiry in ñunderstandable 

Frenchò. 

If we think on a global scale, it 

become apparent why this appal-

ling behaviour is entrenched in 

France. 

A New Yorker and a Floridian 

would be able to tell where each 

other come from, but would have 

no (or few) difficulties under-

standing each other; the same 

can be said for the Glaswegian 

and the Londoner. Their dialectal 

differences donôt incite 

ñcontempt, hatredéexclusionò; 

they are tolerated and, more of-

ten than not, celebrated. 

But in France, a convincing Pa-

risian accent generally indicates 

a good education and upbringing. 

And to some people, using more 

obfuscatory dialects categorise 

T 
he social and cultural implications of a type of recently coined prejudice, glottophobia, are ex-

plored in this article. Linguists identify 50 regional dialects in Britain and although France has half 

this amount, discrimination based on accents is more than double in terms of severity. 
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But in France, a convincing Parisi-

an accent generally indicates a 

good education and upbringing. 

And to some people, using more 

obfuscatory dialects categorise 

the speaker as imperceptive or 

poorly schooled. This stereotype 

can sometimes seep into social 

interaction, discouraging the Pa-

risian to reconcile their differences 

with the Toulousain. 

Glottophobia in France is exacer-

bated when the identity of the lan-

guage itself is examined. Latin, 

Gaulish, Arabic and Norman peo-

ple groups all left traces of their 

spoken dialects in areas around 

the Hexagon throughout history. 

This led to a ómutationô in the pro-

nunciation of vowel (and, occa-

sionally, consonant) sounds in 

some regions of France, which 

survived up to the present day.  

It is unfortunate that French is a 

language where a change in the 

pronunciation of a single phoneme 

(the linguistic term for a unit of 

sound) can completely change the 

perceived meaning of the word. 

For example, voicing the preposi-

tion óau dessusô using [u] (oo) in-

stead of [y] (a more tense and na-

sal óooô sound) will make the 

phrase sound like óau dessousô. 

You would be conveying óbelowô 

when you intend to describe 

something that is óaboveô. For dia-

lects that relax vowel and conso-

nant sounds, like Qu®b®cois, this 

is just one point of confusion that 

can arise. 

A woman, aged 24 and living in 

Paris, reported being rejected 

from a pupillage placement be-

cause, although she was highly 

informed in her field, her employ-

ers felt she lacked the profession-

al touch (ç lôaspect professionnel 

è). The following year, having 

learnt how to elocute in the stand-

ard Parisian accent instead of her 

original southern one, she was 

successful in her application. She 

asserted that her interview prepa-

ration was no more rigorous than 

it was the first time around. Food 

for thought. 

Positive discrimination seeks to 

diversify the race and sex of em-

ployees in the workplace, but 

ought it not advocate a difference 

in accents as well? The BBC is 

consciously biased towards pre-

senters who talk in the Queenôs 

English (RP), but should they not 

select presenters who speak in a 

variety of ways to truly represent 

the country theyôre informing?  

The head of a company will want 

all of his (or her) employees to be 

pleasant and accommodating. 

And what if his clients complain 

about a troublesome phone call, 

where they struggled to under-

stand the employee who was try-

ing to aid them? The practical so-

lution is to only appoint the ówell 

spokenô to maximise his firmôs 

chance for success.  

But he could invest in a redirecting 

service which allows customers to 

talk to someone else in the office 

should they encounter problems in 

comprehension. Or, he could 

simply give the employee different 

responsibilities in the office. Being 

close-minded is no excuse to 

adopting glottophobic behaviour, 

even if it is done in a commercial 

setting where social issues are not 

at the forefront. 

Donôt be fooled by the title. What 

you have to say is far more im-

portant than how you say it. 

Edited by Shahzeb Ahmed 
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A 
t the cover of night, 

In a flaming streak 

of light, 

A bomber tumbles 

away from the fight, 

 

Its aileron lost, 

And the pilot paying the final 

cost, 

Slowly, 

Painfully, 

Blood gushing out of his head, 

The first officer already dead, 

He steered towards home- 

East, 

Towards a heroôs welcome 

and feast, 

But he never reached his aim, 

And gave up in his deadly 

gameé 

 

Two farmers saw the plane go 

down, 

And fell upon their frowns 

Cleaning up the wreckage 

didnôt attract them, 

Especially at this time of day 

at 7:30 PM, 

They tried to trace it, 

But failed, 

The surviving gunner bit his 

lips, 

And bailed, 

He couldnôt afford to die now, 

Not in a field full of cows, 

For he had to survive, 

Which forced his mind to be 

as sharp as a knife, 

His Regia Aeronautica training 

kicked in, 

After all, 

He had a war to win, 

A war for survival, 

Which also marked Italyôs 

arrival, 

Into the Battle of Britain, 

 

Their target: Ramsgate, Kent 

Where fallen pieces from five 

other bombers lay, 

All broken up and bent, 

 

His plane was the only one to 

hit the marineôs barracks at 

Deal, 

A few miles down the coast, 

Where the flak had made the 

pilots feel, 

The pain needed to be a 

ghost. 

He had managed to stagger to 

the countryside, 

Now it was the gunnerôs turn 

to carry on the fight, 

 

So, he entered a dense 

woodland, 

And had to collect water with 

his bare hands, 

From an ample stream, 

That brightly gleamed, 

In the moonlight, 

So off he went to dream, 

Not near the water, 

Not even in his next life or 

after, 

ñFor that would be the first 

place they would look,ò 

He figured, 

To move in deeper, 

Away from the brook. 

He opened his eyes, 

And met with a surprise, 

Two farmersé 

He raised his hands in 

surrender, 

ñWe come from that big barn, 

yonder!ò 

The Fourth Soul in the Wood 
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One man had a flask in his 

hand, 

But all he could do was stand. 

ñGrazie, Grazie millie,ò he 

finally uttered, 

And the farmers among 

themselves muttered, 

ñIt will be hard to describe him 

as English.ò 

 

But under those comic 

remarks, 

Were two battle-hardened 

aces. 

No matter how wrinkly their 

faces. 

They used to fly an Airco 

Dh.10 named ñMr. Brown,ò 

That is, 

Until they were shot down. 

They could have been easily 

picked off by the Italian Pilot, 

Once they were on the 

ground, 

But they received a bar of 

chocolate thrown from the air 

insteadé 

 

The farmers decided it would 

be too dangerous to give 

ñThe foreign tourist a tour,ò 

Because of the language, 

which, 

Upon his tour, 

He bore, 

And he understood without 

understanding a word, 

And the farmers knew they 

had heard- 

They couldnôt do more. 

 

They had gone, 

And by the sign the farmers 

made on their watches. 

They would come back by 

dawn, 

But with or without soldiers? 

The thought struck his mind, 

He, a safer place, had to find, 

He fought through the woods, 

Getting denser by the mile, 

Was this his trial? 

Was he dead and being 

judged by God? 

The thought lingered in his 

mind until his head was hot, 

For every turn seemed to lead 

to nowhere, 

But the woodland looked so 

small, 

From elsewhere, 

Then in the heart of the wood, 

He saw nothing coming, 

For there was nothing to see, 

The fourth soul, hidden in the 

woods, had struck, 

It was all over in a flash. 

 

At dawn, the farmers returned 

as promised, 

But they found no-one, 

For there was no-one to be 

found. 

A ghost cannot be seen, 

And it finishes its prey in a 

flash   

Edited by Neel Patel 

 

                THE WILSONôS INTRIGUE | ENGLISH & MFL                                                                         Issue 1 | January 2021 



 

нс 

Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall 

London: The Information Capital by James 
Cheshire and Oliver Uberti 

Worth Dying For, The Power and Politics of 

Flags by Tim Marshall 

BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 



 

нт 

Geography  

Damming the Sea 

The Dutch struggle 

against the sea p31 

Globalisation 

How does it endan-

ger sustainability p33 

  

I 
n the Oscar-nominated Sicario 

(2015), film-maker Denis Ville-

neuve creates a quietly har-

rowing scene in which hun-

dreds of Central American mi-

grants huddle cross-legged on the 

ground, awaiting buses for depor-

tation; in the 2018 sequel Sicario 2, 

ñthe true psychological backdropò 

as suggested by Matthew dôAnco-

na in The Guardian, ñis the phalanx 

of migrants who trudge through its 

demented battlefield of sand 

dunes, rusty houses and flying 

shrapnel, determined to seek a 

better life [1].ô Both films raise sig-

nificant questions about justice, 

violence and the moral responsibil-

ities the US people owe to their 

desperate neighbours over the bor-

der, questions which have plagued 

successive US administrations. 

Like in the UK, pre-Covid at least, 

immigration dominated electoral 

campaigns ï and perhaps surpris-

ingly, the hostile rhetoric has even 

made its way into US legislation, 

where ñany person not a citizen or 

national of the United Statesò is 

referred to as óalienô [2].  

This language encapsulates an óus 

and themô mentality and reflects a 

deeply engrained fear and distrust 

of the migrant Hispanic population 

in the US. In 2014, the journalist 

Sonia Nazario, writing in The New 

York Times, advocated the use of 

ñRefugee Crisisò to describe the 

huge influx of migrants at the bor-

der. [3] However, despite the efforts 

of pro-immigration advocacy 

groups ï even those as powerful 

as the libertarian-conservative 

Americans for Prosperity (funded 

by the media-savvy, highly influen-

tial billionaire Koch Brothers) - the 

term óImmigration Crisisô has re-

mained widespread, oft-used in 

populist rhetoric. Steven Levitsky 

and Daniel Ziblatt, Professors of 

Government at Harvard University, 

explain in their best-selling book 

How Democracies Die (2018) [4], 

how, beginning in the 1960s, the 

US experienced a huge wave of 

immigration first from Latin Ameri-

ca and later from Asia, dramatically 

altering the countryôs demographic 

map: in 1950, non-whites constitut-

ed barely 10% of the population, 

but by 2014, this had risen to 38% 

and by 2044,  the US Census Bu-

reau projects that the majority of 

the US population will be non-

white. Fears of dwindling influence 

and loss of cultural identity fuel 

hostility that is often and highly-

visibly replicated in right-wing me-

dia and political rhetoric.  

President Trump has played on 

these deep-rooted fears both dur-

ing his election campaigns and his 

term in office. In a reiteration of 

similar, unsubstantiated 

óstatementsô dating back as far as 

2015 [5], Trump claimed during the 

final presidential debate on Octo-

ber 22nd 2020, that ña murdereré a 

rapisté a very bad person would 

come in [from Mexico to the US] [6]ò 

under the catch and release policy 

of Obamaôs administration (which 

allowed migrants into the commu-

nity, rather than being held in immi-

gration detention centres before 

their hearings in immigration 

courts). In reference to policies 

enacted after statements made in 

2018 by the likes of Attorney Gen-

eral Jeff Sessions (ñwe need to 

take away childrenò) and Deputy 

Attorney General Rob Rosenstein 

(who added that they should be 

separated no matter how young) 
[7], moderator Kristen Welker then 

asked the president about the 500 

or more migrant children held at 

Lost Children: Fleeing a Legacy of Violence 

in Central America 

.ȅ ¢ƻƳłǎ aŀȅƻǊƎŀ ό¸мнύ 

    òThe study of geography is about 

more than just memorising places on 

a map. It is about understanding the 

complexity of our world .ó 

- Barack Obama 
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the US-Mexico border, separated from parents now 

no longer traceable. To ódefendô his position, Trump 

could only point out that the facilities the children 

still found themselves in were ñso clean [7].ò   

The previous year, Mexican writer Valeria Luiselli, 

after working as a translator in immigration courts, 

had published her long essay Tell Me How it Ends 

(2017) [8] in which she outlined the plight of over 

102,000 unaccompanied children detained at the 

border between April 2014 and August 2015 [9]. Un-

der the terms of the óPriority Juvenile Docketô, a well

-intentioned but fundamentally-flawed policy of the 

Obama administration, these children had but 21 

days to secure the services of a lawyer ï a virtually 

impossible task within such an accelerated 

timeframe, even with the assistance of non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) [9].  Many of 

these children were deported. 

In 2019, Luiselli published her first English-language 

work of fiction, Lost Children Archive [10] ,which was 

longlisted for both the Booker and the Womenôs 

Prizes for Fiction. She recreates the desperate, 

dangerous journeys undertaken by those who ride 

the freight train known as La Bestia, (the Beast), so 

memorably depicted in the 2009 Spanish-language 

film Sin Nombre (winner of the Best Foreign Film 

award in several US states). Atop the ógondolasô 

there are many dangers: gangs, police or simply the 

risk of falling to the rails below. Amnesty Internatio-

nal estimate 60% of women and girls who cross Me-

xico to the US border are sexually abused; a later 

Fusion report, based on interviews with directors of 

migrant shelters, puts the figure at closer to 80% [11]. 

Between 2006 and 2015, around 120,000 migrants 

died or otherwise ódisappearedô while making this 

journey [12]. Since 2014, when Mexican President 

Enrique Pe¶a Nieto launched Programa Frontera 

Sur, (Southern Border Programme), which introdu-

ced drones, security cameras, fenced and floodlit 

rail yards, and control centres in strategic locations 

along the route of La Bestia, the journey has beco-

me even more perilous, with some migrants even 

attempting to sail in rafts from the coast of Chiapas, 

up the Pacific Ocean to the US [9].  

Given the dangers, why do they come?  

ñWhy did you come to the United States?ò is the first 

query on the intake questionnaire created by NGOs 

for unaccompanied child migrants at the federal im-

migration court in New York City. While Luiselli re-

ports that the answers from fearful children are of-

ten ñshattered beyond the repair of a narrative order 
[9]ò, some patterns still emerge. Many children come 

from the óNorthern Triangleô of Guatemala, El Salva-

dor and Honduras, fleeing violence whose origins 

can be traced to civil wars in the region, where in-

surgents battled the US-backed authoritarian govern-

ments [13]. 

Luis Mandokiôs 2004 film Voces Inocentes (Innocent 

Voices), is based on the childhood of screenwriter Oscar 

Torres, who dedicates the film to all those who were not 

as fortunate as he to make an escape to the US (one fifth 

of Salvadorans have fled the country). The film depicts 

the recruitment of children on their twelfth birthdays into 

the government army, some of whose leaders had been 

trained by US personnel. Noam Chomsky (1992) re-

counts how one American instructor described the sol-

diers of the notoriously brutal US-trained Atlacatl Battal-

ion as ñparticularly ferociouséweôve always had a hard 

time getting them to take prisoners instead of ears [14].ò  

Many of these brutalised children settled in Los Angeles, 

the birthplace of the gangs MS-13 and Calle18. In the 

1990s, anti-immigration programmes in the US led to 

mass deportations of Central Americans - among them 

thousands of members of MS-13 and Calle18. This ex-

tended the reach of gang violence from the US to Mexico 

and down into the Northern Triangle. Today, a conserva-

tive estimate places membership of these gangs at over 

100,000 [9] . Their tattoos and often-gruesome violence 

create a vivid image of foreign hostiles, exploited by 

some right-wing media and politicians to instil further ter-

ror of the óalienô.  

The increasingly high-profile ñBlack Lives Matterò move-

ment continues to build on important explorations of the 

history and legacy of slavery in the United States, from 

Nobel prize-winner Toni Morrisonôs ground-breaking nov-

el Beloved (1987) [15] to more recent works such as Steve 

McQueenôs Oscar-winning 12 Years a Slave (2013) and 

Colson Whiteheadôs Pulitzer-winning The Underground 

Railroad (2016) [16] . The nature and impact of US gov-

ernment interventions in Latin America, however, re-

mains largely unacknowledged, certainly within main-

stream US culture. A weighing of those moral responsibil-

ities is perhaps long overdue, since, as Luiselli reminds 

us, for all of those child refugees, ñit is not even the 

American Dream that they pursue, but rather the more 

modest aspiration to wake up from the nightmare into 

which they were born [9].ò 

Edited by Neel Patel 
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The Good and the Bad of COVID-19 

By Aditya Jain (Y12) 

C 
oronavirus has hit us all hard. It has affected every one of us in 

a unique and detrimental way. Even with the enormous govern-

ment support of paid furlough schemes, the unemployment rate 

has shot up to 4.8% [1, 2], leaving millions with no ability to pre-

dict when their next paycheque will arrive. 84.2% of British adults said that 

they are very worried or somewhat worried about the effect of the corona-

virus on their well-being, grocery, medication availability as well as their 

ability to make plans [3]. 

Over 15,000 businesses have had 

their output significantly impacted in 

April 2020 [4], leaving them with no 

ability to predict their cashflow over-

heads or potential profits. The virus 

has spread in an exponential way ï it 

is believed that it started in Wuhan, 

China in December 2019, and by 

February of 2020 almost every single 

major country in world had a case of 

the virus. According to official counts, 

the coronavirus pandemic has infect-

ed more than 76,815,100 people. 

Moreover, sadly as of December 21st 

2020, at least 1,692,600 people have 

died as a result [5]. Via globalisation 

and our interconnected transport sys-

tems, the virus has infiltrated borders 

across the globe rapidly, leaving eve-

ry country reeling, even the most iso-

lated. 

In the past ten months, our lives have 

dramatically changed. It has been 

almost impossible for us to visit our 

friends and family, go to a wedding, or 

even attend a family memberôs funer-

al. Our lives have been thrown off 

balance and plunged into the deep 

end. Weôre experiencing something 

that weôve never experienced before 

and we are all struggling. 

Take a moment to think about the 

effects on the vulnerable. The people 

who donôt know when or where they 

will be able to get help and support 

now that they are self-isolating. The 

people who havenôt seen a soul in 

months, the people who donôt know 

when they will get their next meal ï let 

alone their children who no longer are 

benefiting from free school meals. It is 

terrible and frightening, but millions of 

people are living this very existence 

across the country at this moment. 

The pandemic has devastated the 

economy, leaving us in a precarious 

position. In the second quarter of 

2020, the UK plummeted into a reces-

sion with the economy dropping by 

Ã121 billion, 20.4% compared to the 

same time the year before [2, 6]. Think 

about the effect this has on your com-

munity. Your local business is trying 

its absolute best to survive, balancing 

on a knife edge, struggling to see the 

light at the end of the tunnel, trying to 

save every single penny - with the 

possibility of closure looming over its 

workersô heads. Big businesses are 

reeling as well. The Arcadia Group fell 

into administration, putting 13000 jobs 

at risk [7]. Debenhams found the same 

fate just a day later ï for the second 

time in just one year ï putting 12000 

jobs at risk [8]. Shockingly, even the 

workhorse of the capital, Transport for 

London also had to be rescued from 

the clutches of administration [9]. This 

meant that businesses would have to 

somehow recover their losses by in-

creasing the prices of goods, having 

redundancies and carrying out a con-

solidation of businesses, all of which 

will result in in higher cost for con-

sumers from even basic staples to 

transport and housing ï let alone the 

human cost of redundancies on all 

families who are impacted. 

All of this has created nationwide fear 

and uncertainty and an overbearing 

sense of misery in wait of the inevita-

ble. Every business is interdependent 

and if one fails, all its supply chains 

and customers suffer: if one falls, we 

all fall. We live in a globally connected 

world, businesses heavily rely on 

global supply chains, to source raw 

products from a supplier in one coun-

try to manufacture it in another coun-

try. The virus has quickly spread glob-

ally thereby adversely impacting glob-

al businesses and trade by shutting 

down trade routes, closing key busi-

nesses in the supply chain and caus-

ing to poorer efficiency in factories 

due to social distancing. 

And let us not forget the impact on the 

NHS. The crumbling NHS, the NHS 

that is underfunded, understaffed and 

overburdened, but will always be 

there for you no matter what. Now 

more than ever they are working as 

hard as they possibly can to help eve-

ryone suffering from the virus; lest we 

forget those working to the almost the 

limit of what is humanly possible so 

that we can live a somewhat normal 

life. Therefore,  the virus has had sig-

nificant social effects on the workforce 

of the NHS, causing many of them to 

work day and night under stressful 

conditions, which could lead to dis-

tress, depression and other mental 

and physical illnesses. However, the 

coronavirus pandemic has also 

brought about many social benefits. 

For many people, the chance to stay 

home has led to them being able to 

spend more time with their loved 

ones. They donôt have to experience 

the stress of commuting to work and 

are able to spend time previously 

used for dropping their children off at 

school - a luxury that they would have 

never been able to afford previously. 
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Not only this, but people are able to 

live their life to perhaps a greater ex-

tent than ever before: lockdown has 

encouraged people to explore the 

outdoors, experience the benefits of 

exercise, and spend more time caring 

for their mental and physical health. 

The virus has brought with it massive 

technological benefits. The govern-

ment has poured millions of taxpay-

ersô money into the Test and Trace 

system and the COVID-19 app. How-

ever, some people have been scepti-

cal. These systems have raised some 

concerns around safety of personal 

data but the government has carefully 

planned the processing and storage 

of data after encryption so as to avoid 

any misuse. The benefits do truly out-

weigh the potential risks. All of this 

has helped to support the nationwide 

effort in quickly identifying the virus 

locations, asking people to self-isolate 

who have come in close contact and 

thereby slowing the spread of the vi-

rus. 

Without technology, we would have 

been in a much worse situation than 

we are now. Think about the benefit 

that technology has brought you. Chil-

dren are better equipped to study 

from home as well as adults being 

better able to work from home. Tech-

nology such as video calling software 

through Zoom, Teams and Facebook 

has brought separated families closer 

- you can now easily talk to and see 

your family who may live millions of 

miles away. You can finally find time 

to share how much your life has 

evolved since the last time you met 

them and truly bond with them. These 

social benefits have truly helped all of 

us cope better with the mental pres-

sures of the virus.  

As well as this, some businesses 

have actually benefitted from the vi-

rus. Businesses such as Mercedes [13] 

and Tesla [14] have been busy inno-

vating and changing their production 

lines in order to produce ventilators to 

help people cope with this dreadful 

virus. Businesses such as Pfizer [15], 

Moderna [16], and AstraZeneca [17] are 

all racing to complete decades of 

work in just a couple of months - com-

pleting work day in, day out with eve-

ry second of their time meaning po-

tential life of death for victims of the 

virus. Their work is almost miraculous 

and when we can get back to normal 

hinges on their efforts. Institutions 

such as University College London 

are racking their brains to make cost-

effective, efficient and easily produci-

ble ventilators, to help as many peo-

ple as possible [18]. If anything, this 

virus has helped to unite all of us, 

people and businesses alike and 

makes us realise how much we need 

each other and most importantly fight 

for a common goal. The best news 

recently is that more than 137,000 

people have received a coronavirus 

vaccine in the UK as of the 16th De-

cember [19], which will save many 

lives. 

The virus has provided us with a 

mixed bag of responses from world 

leaders ï on the one hand, some 

countries have retreated and have 

become isolationists ï for example, 

the US removed funding from the 

WHO. On the other hand, many world 

leaders have been finally brought to-

gether and united to fight one com-

mon enemy - this dreadful virus, 

share their resources, and save as 

many people as possible. For exam-

ple, China has exported millions of 

face masks, testing kits, and ventila-

tors to countries around the world 

such as the Netherlands, Italy, and 

the UK [20] in a desperate bid to en-

sure that we can all deal with this 

pandemic as best as possible. This 

kind of co-operation is heart-warming 

and truly rivals that of the world wars 

seen in the mid-20th century. This also 

brings future benefits, as when this 

pandemic ends, trade and export of 

people and culture between countries 

will be encouraged causing local busi-

ness to boom once again, helping the 

world to further develop together. 

The virus has also brought dramatic 

(albeit short term) improvements to 

the climate such as cleaner beaches 

and less air and noise pollution [21]. 

For example, Delhi saw pollution ñPM 

2.5ò levels drop from 125 to less than 

65 between March and August 2020. 

With global lockdowns and travel re-

strictions, we have seen the resultant 

impact of reduced travel and com-

mute in major drop in carbon emis-

sions across the world. Global carbon 

dioxide emissions fell by as much as 

17% as a result of lockdowns im-

posed around the world in response 

to the coronavirus crisis [22]. This was 

the lowest level in 14 years [22]. On 

one hand it has adversely impacted 

automotive and aviation industry how-

ever on the other it may actually be 

helping us to slow or reverse the ad-

verse impacts of climate change! 

I implore you to look on the brighter 

side of things. Find the positives in 

these dark times. The coronavirus 

pandemic has brought us many so-

cial, economic and environmental 

benefits, the likes of which could have 

never happened before. The crisis 

has brought out the best in humanity 

with many countries, politicians, busi-

ness, scientists coming together to 

fight one common enemy. COVID-19 

has made us deeply appreciate how 

vital life, family and working as one is. 

Let us make the most of what we 

have. Let us work as one single 

mighty team to fight not just Covid but 

make the world we live in pollutant 

free and much cleaner. Letôs use this 

opportunity to give future generations 

hope of a better life. 

Edited by Ben Shorter 

                THE WILSONôS INTRIGUE | GEOGRAPHY                                                                             Issue 1 | January 2021 


