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Welcome to the Wilsonõs Humanities Intrigue, where we explore the world through the lenses of the so-
cial sciences. Some may wonder, in the era of technological advancement and scientific innovation, why 
bother with the humanities? Well, we may not be able to program a robot to appreciate poetry or teach a 
computer to analyse the nuances of human behaviour, but we can learn from the stories of our past, in-
terpret the present, and envision a better future. The humanities are essential to understanding ourselves 
and others, empathising with diverse perspectives, and creating a more compassionate society. 
 
And in the midst and aftermath of global crises such as the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change, political 
polarisation, and the Ukraine war, we may need the humanities more than ever. We need to learn from 
the lessons of history, appreciate the value of discourse, and seek solutions that address not only practical 
problems but also ethical dilemmas. The humanities may not provide instant answers or quick fixes, but 
they offer us a sense of purpose, meaning, and connection. 
 
As we look ahead to the future of the humanities, we are optimistic about the role they will continue to 
play in shaping our world. With the rise of AI and language models, there may be some who fear that cre-
ativity and the humanities are under threat, but we believe the opposite is true. As technology advances, 
the need for human empathy, creativity, and critical thinking only becomes more pressing. The humani-
ties provide a foundation for these skills, and we are confident that they will continue to be essential in 
the years to come. 
 
With that said, we are thrilled to present the fifth edition of the Wilsonõs Humanities Intrigue. 
 
Amongst an excellent crop of articles, Gabrielõs insightful discourse on loneliness was voted the best of 

this issue. We hope that this and the many other demonstrations of the enterprise and imagination of 

Wilsonõs students within this magazine will inspire you to reflect on a broad range of matters, from neo-

colonialism to solipsism, and to see the world around you from the unique lenses of the humanities.  

 
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Mr. Ormonde,  Ms. Grant, Mr. Lynch, Ms. Denison, and 
Mr. Gore who generously shared their expertise and guidance within the editorial process.  
 
We are also excited to announce that we are handing over the reins to Gabriel Gardiner and Edwin Joyas 
John, who will be the new chief editors for the upcoming year. We have no doubt that they will continue 
to uphold the standards of excellence and creativity that have defined this magazine and take it to new 
heights. We would like to offer them our congratulations and support for this rewarding role. 
 
We want to thank everyone who has contributed to this magazine, from the writers who have put so 
much effort into their pieces, to the teachers who have provided feedback, and to Mr Lissimore who ef-
fortlessly tackled the logistics of publication. Without each and every one of you, and your passion for the 
humanities, this magazine would not be possible. 
 
Thank you and enjoy the magazine. 
 

Sincerely, 

Eeshaan Iyer and Atticus Fear 
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U niversal Basic Income is a fixed 

sum of money that would be dis-

tributed amongst individuals for them to 

spend as they please. However, as it has 

taken many forms and variations, many 

disagree on the implementation of such a 

policy despite the concept of a basic in-

come being more accepted in recent 

years. Some of the core criticism sur-

rounds issues such as whether it would 

replace a welfare state and what the mor-

al implications would be. 

Wr^® ^ªk ®rk ^i´^|®^qk« ~p 

¯«s|q Q|s´kª«^z *^«sg 7|g~{kÕ 

Many benefits are promised by such a 

policy, namely, improved financial se-

curity. This would allow people to be 

more willing to pursue higher educa-

tion, and take more time to explore 

different jobs and not settle for a less 

enjoyable career simply to avoid finan-

cial ruin. This would ultimately lead to, 

in theory, more fulfilling lives for peo-

ple, as they donõt settle for a career that 

they think they must have. It could 

also allow people to be more willing to 

start businesses and invest in their own 

unique ideas, which both benefit them-

selves as well as the national economy 

and industry.  

Advocates have also proposed it as an 

alternative to the welfare state, as those 

who earn less but do not qualify for ben-

efits would receive support equal to oth-

Q|s´kª«^z *^«sg 7|g~{k 
An evaluation of  the benefits of  the economic system of  universal basic income to explore discuss 

whether it is a worthy idea to be implemented in current day economics. 

MADHAV CHIPPADA Y12 
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Nations would also benefit from 

increased consumer spending due 

to the rise in disposable income, 

ultimately creating more 

economic growth  

6 



ers, under a basic income system, allow-

ing for a safety net for all individuals. 

Additionally, there would be much less 

bureaucracy surrounding welfare, as the 

universal basic income system would act 

as a single system without conditions, 

making it a simpler solution than the 

much more complicated welfare system 

in place today, leading to people having 

greater support regardless of their own 

unique issues. 

Wr^® gr^zzk|qk« i~k« s® p^gkÕ 

However, there have been questions 

raised as to whether having a financial 

safety net would cause some not to work 

at all. This could be damaging to unpop-

ular industries that are required to keep 

society running, including sanitation, 

waste management as well as dangerous 

jobs such as construction. Whilst this 

problem could be solved by setting a 

universal basic income that would be 

high enough to support peopleõs in-

comes but not replace them, there re-

main many who do not believe in a basic 

income system, due to interfering with 

contemporary ideologies like the free 

market and the idea of people only earn-

ing what they have worked for.  

A more pressing question would be how 

the state could achieve such a large fi-

nancial endeavour. Implementation of a 

universal basic income would add up to 

billions of pounds, if not more, paid out 

annually in government spending. The 

only apparent solutions to this would be 

to either abolish the welfare state, mak-

ing all domestic government spending be 

through this basic income, or by greatly 

increasing taxes, especially on the highly 

wealthy elite and rich businesses. However, 

both of these proposed solutions have 

drawn criticism as it would require a major 

societal shift. 

Moreover, with the true nature and value 

of the benefits provided by a universal 

basic income still being contested, many 

see it as a policy not worth being widely 

adopted. 

7{§zk{k|®^®s~| s| {~ikª| «~gsk®· 

There have been many trials conducted 

around the world, especially during times 

of economic crises such as the recent pan-

demic, requiring greater support to ensure 

people do not fall into poverty. One such 

trial includes the 850,000 households given 

1,015 euros every month by the Spanish 

government to support them through the 

pandemic. There has been growing support 

for such a system, with trials being carried 

out in many other countries, such as Fin-

land.  

Despite this, fierce debate still remains over 

the full nationwide introduction of a uni-

versal basic income. Do you think it is a 

good idea? The question that surrounds 

universal basic income is much more 

complex than it seems on the surface, 

and choosing to adopt it would mean 

that, as a society, we would have to be 

prepared to decide the kind of basic in-

come system we would want and be 

ready to give up what is needed to pay 

for it. There will be conflicting issues 

like whether higher earners will receive 

higher taxes due to the extra income. 

Additionally, there may be other im-

portant effects of a basic income, in-

cluding an increase in the multiplier ef-

fect due to higher disposable incomes. 

Ultimately, it could either end up as one 

of the most significant and beneficial 

changes to modern society, or a costly 

system to be ignored as a fringe idea 

that was never destined to work. 

Right now, more trials have to 

be conducted on a larger scale 

and over more time to truly 

determine whether it could be a 

positive change to the world 
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Considering the impact of  recent events, Haayed explores the role of  e-commerce in an  

ever-changing economy. 

HAAYED ASLAM Y11 

T he many persistent challenges 

faced by the commercial aviation 

sector over the past three years are well 

documented, and a multitude of these 

issues are continuing to pose long-term 

headaches for all key stakeholders in this 

industry. The Coronavirus pandemic 

shook the entire travel sector to its 

knees, while early last year, air route di-

versions had to be made to avoid Russia 

following its invasion of Ukraine. More 

recently staff shortages at airlines and 

airports have plagued most of Europe. 

While it was certainly obvious from the 

start of COVID-19 that commercial 

passenger airlines would be unduly im-

pacted, there is one sub-sector which 

has seen exponential growth at an un-

precedented level: air cargo. Highlighting 

the need for online retail in todayõs con-

stantly evolving global landscape, this 

assessment will weigh up the opportuni-

ties and difficulties to determine the po-

tential future of internet shopping.  

The boom in air cargo comes without 

much surprise: with most of the global 

population restricted to their homes, 

naturally more people will order goods 

through digital means via the internet. 

This pronounced trend, which comes 

because of several lockdowns imposed 

by governments from all corners of the 

world, has brought about a radical shift 

in one of the four key elements of a  

businessõ marketing mix: place. Tradi-

tionally, pre-pandemic ways of deliver-

ing the product from the manufacturer 

to the consumer may have involved 

one of these methods of distribution: 

direct from manufacturer to consumer, 

setting up regional distribution centres 

(RDCs), or through the use of interme-

diaries (e.g. wholesalers and retailers); 

the latter method is especially useful at 

òbreaking the bulkó. Previously, busi-

nesses would have had a choice of 

which method to use depending on the 

type of product; but thanks to the al-

most overnight change at the start of 

2020 most businesses found it viable to 

only sell their products online. This rela-

tively new method is commonly referred 

to as e-commerceó. 

The concept of e-commerce is the buy-

ing and selling of goods via the internet. 

Before the onset of Coronavirus, many 

of us were familiar with purchasing cer-

tain items on the web, usually products 

that we could not find on our local high 

street. Indeed, Amazon needs no intro-

duction to anyone who has ever used 

their computer to order goods! Now fast

-forward to mid-2020 and there was al-

most no other possible option than to 

buy online and have the good/service 

delivered straight to your door. This 

drastic adaptation to the worldwide virus 

situation consequently changed the way 

the logistics departments of many retail-

ers and airlines handled this mode of 

cargo. 

André Majeres, manager of cargo mail 

and e-commerce operations at the Inter-

national Air Transport Association 

(IATA), had this to say about the signifi-

cant behaviour shift in consumer habits 

which has led to the exponential rise of  

e-commerce [1]:  

Majeres is not the only one who possess-

es data to support this rapid increase. 

Leading a study in changes to online 

shopping behaviour of UK respondents, 

D. Tighe, a research expert for leisure 

retail at global data platform Statista, 

reported that in March 2020, about 41% 

of UK shoppers said they had been 

shopping more online, compared to be-
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19, but what about the long-term rise of               

e-commerce post-pandemic?  

The key that links air cargo  operations 

and e-commerce is the digital platforms 

and technology that are widely available 

to billions of potential consumers across 

the world. This has certainly accelerated 

previous logistics trends that have been 

found to be significantly less efficient 

than the use of our devices to order 

items. Today, rather than using the out-

dated channels of distribution (as men-

tioned earlier), manufacturers can adver-

tise and sell their entire stock on the in-

ternet, and this can then be delivered 

directly to the buyer, via an improved 

cargo system involving air and road 

transport as well as warehouses and re-

gional distribution centres. This massive 

step in logistics and transportation has 

not only proven to be cheaper for all the 

businesses involved (e.g. goods manu-

facturers/producers can use social media 

to advertise rather than expensive televi-

sion or radio adverts, for example), but 

also it is markedly more convenient for 

the consumer. 

With these large-scale improvements to 

the way businesses distribute their prod-

ucts, it seems as though the rise of e-

commerce is set to remain prominent 

globally. The use of computers has 

brought with it the revolutionary con-

cept of automation (technologies that 

are able to independently complete cer-

tain tasks without the need for human 

intervention) which has helped speed up 

the process as well as reduce the time 

from initial purchase to final destination. 

Despite this development, additional 

staff are still required beyond the auto-

fore the onset of COVID-19; by Febru-

ary 2021, this percentage has risen to 

about 75%, an increase of about 34% in 

just under a year. Conversely, the per-

centage of UK shoppers who said they 

had been buying less online than before 

has fallen (from 11% in March 2020 to 

just 5% in February 2021). Furthermore, 

the percentage of those buying as much 

online as before the pandemic has also 

decreased, from 49% to 24% in March 

2020 and February 2021, respectively [2]. 

Therefore, it is evident that most con-

sumer habits have changed, thus forcing 

businesses to implement the newer 

online distribution channels as opposed 

to the less safe and contact-heavy tradi-

tional channels in the midst of Corona-

virus. 

But what does this mean for airlines, 

provided they were already struggling 

with the passenger side of commercial 

operations from COVID-19? As e-

commerce became the driving force of 

global supply chains at the start of the 

pandemic, demand exceeded supply for 

airlines to deliver such vast amounts of 

cargo efficiently to consumers, wherever 

they may be. 

Fortunately, a new option arrived as the 

result of a scale-back from passenger 

flights. The outbreak of COVID-19 re-

sulted in the grounding of approximately 

95% of passenger fleets. Thanks to quick 

thinking from several airline bosses, 

many of the leading carriers opted to re-

configure their passenger aircraft into 

dedicated freighter planes capable of 

carrying a greater capacity of cargo - apt-

ly dubbed the ôpreighterõ, each aircraft 

would have their seats removed across 

the entire cabin, which opens up the 

availability of the upper deck, and 

with the pre-existing lower deck hold 

this has allowed for an increased vol-

ume in which to transport cargo in.  

This concept proved to be lucrative 

even for airlines that already had 

their own dedicated cargo division 

with specialised freighters, including 

Lufthansa Cargo, who at the start of 

the pandemic converted their Airbus 

A330-300 passenger aircraft to 

ôpreightersõ to perform emergency 

trips to and from Asia, transporting 

valuable personal protective equip-

ment (PPE) as part of their pandemic 

relief operations. They are not the 

only carrier who have inducted this 

idea into their revamped business 

structure: Qatar Airways have been 

utilising their Boeing 777-300ERs for 

their vital cargo-only flights, comple-

menting their existing dedicated fleet 

comprising Boeing 777-200Fs and 

Boeing 747-800Fs. Furthermore, air-

line manufacturers such as Airbus, 

Boeing, and Embraer are now offer-

ing their airline customers specialised 

passenger-to-freighter (P2F) conver-

sions; one example of this is the first 

Airbus A321P2F converted freighter, 

the maiden example delivered to 

launch customer Qantas in October 

2020 for services operated under 

Australia Post [3]. 

Many of these conversions have been 

justified by the need for short-term 

air cargo rotations during COVID-

òThe e-commerce landscape is 

changing rapidly. ôE-tailersõ 

everywhere are continuously 

assessing their level of control 

over their logistics operations. 

The efforts to counter the effects 

of the pandemic are bringing in 

new trends into e-commerce 

logisticsó.  

-ñ André Majeres 
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still one advantage to maritime means 

that is colossal with some specialised 

ships but miniscule on aircraft: size and 

space. As an example, before its de-

struction in Ukraine last year, the An-

tonov An-225 (once the worldõs largest 

cargo aircraft) had a carrying capacity 

of up to 250 tonnes, which pales in 

comparison to the world's largest ships 

that can handle upwards of half-a-

million tonnes[4]. This gives businesses 

a decisive winner for shipping products 

in mass supply where time spent in 

dispatch is not relevant, such as toys 

manufactured in China. 

There is also the increasingly prevalent 

question of sustainability. There has 

been extensive criticism towards aero-

space manufacturers and airlines for 

failing to address environmental con-

cerns, particularly now due to the air 

cargo boom. Research from another 

Statista report found that despite the 

drop in global aeroplane fuel consump-

tion in 2020, this figure is once again 

rising year-on-year to the point where 

2022 concluded with an excessive 60 

billion gallons of fuel used for that year 

[5]. To combat this, several companies 

are  collaborating  to  develop  smart 

initiatives to  minimise  such an impact; 

for example, Airbus have been re-

searching initiatives to minimise such 

an impact; for example, Airbus have 

been researching alternative methods 

of air power with their ZEROe de-

monstrator programme that will allow 

their aircraft to achieve net-zero carbon 

emissions by 2035[6]. This includes hy-

drogen propulsion and the use of syn-

thetic fuels such as sustainable aviation 

fuel (SAF) - to date, the IATA have 

recorded over 450,000 flights using 

SAF[7], citing the main hurdle to their 

slow widespread introduction to the 

market being its high cost.   

The opportunity for expansion through 

e-commerce is evident, but there is still 

work to do to cement it as the main-

stream distribution method for most 

businesses. Certainly, much of the im-

mated handling systems at every rele-

vant touchpoint inside the dedicated 

facilities to ensure smooth operation 

and to fix temporary machine and 

packaging errors. 

While the benefits of online selling to 

the business producing the goods may 

seem profitable, due to its ease of set-

up there has been increased competi-

tion to maintain market share at a 

global level. Additionally, e-commerce 

may not work for a business whose 

target market mostly does not have 

access to the internet (e.g. in develop-

ing countries where access to online 

sites is limited). These are the main 

disadvantages that businesses now 

need to overcome to make way for 

their growth in a global, 24/7 market 

via online retail. 

But it is also clear that much of the 

current difficulties in effective e-

commerce distribution comes down to 

the modes of transport that operate 

the cargo journeys. It is believed that 

both maritime (ships) and air (plane) 

transportation will play a crucial role in 

this huge effort, particularly air as con-

sumers are now beginning to desire 

quicker delivery times from the mo-

ment they place their online order, and 

since most aircraft are faster than 

standard cargo ships, large e-tailers are 

looking towards efficient travel to the 

right place at the right (or even earlier!) 

time using modern freighters.  

Perhaps this jeopardises the future of 

cargo ships and their role in time-

efficient e-commerce deliveries. So are 

cargo planes taking traffic (and thus 

demand) off of cargo ships? There is 

provements needed will fall to the air-

lines that already exploit this new con-

cept. IATA identified the main pain 

points for airlines, as part of a research 

study in 2021, and developed five key 

strategies for these airlines to surmount 

them and capitalise on this area: 

 

   1. Focus on e-commerce products and            

services to build your market share 

     2.  Digitise to increase speed 

     3. Build into your own system 

     4. Shift to cargo 

  5. Compete through responsiveness 

and value-added services 

   

 

Despite the rising challenges for busi-

nesses and aviation stakeholders,            

e-commerce will be a trend that remains 

at the forefront of the pandemic and 

beyond: Majeres notes that, during the 

past 18-24 months, sales of home appli-

ances, PPE, and food and health prod-

ucts grew by more than 200%. 

 

Within our unpredictable and rapidly 

changing world, e-commerce across bor-

ders continues to accelerate with no 

signs of slowing down within the next 

few decades at least. The changes over 

the last three years have been remarka-

ble, and it will definitely be interesting to 

see how this incredible concept contin-

ues to grow and develop. Most of all, it 

will be worth glancing at the aviation 

industry occasionally, for without the 

unprecedented advancements in air car-

go and technologies, nothing achieved 

within e-commerce would ever have 

come to fruition. 

 

EDITED BY EDWIN JOHN  
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Before I Leapt in Through Your Soul's Wide-

open Window 
Shakespeare Crossword 
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I stopped and sweetly asked you for your name. 

You drew me closer in till I could hear the racing 

of  your heart like children desperate in the dark 

and said that you would have to find it first, 

 

"The wind carried it far away that night I let it go. 

But it is worthless. They all sound the same 

(a hollow noise) before the echoes of  our chasing 

after who we are until you make it an art 

to bury even deeper my worst part." 

 

"What good are names? A word to scream into the rain 

after I'm gone, hoping the wind brings it to me. 

A title to present with each sculpture, 

perfect image of  who you wish I could be. 

A final word when there is nothing else to say, 

because I am no more a dream. It's all too real. 

A faded mark of  what should be my culture, 

but is a faint shadow I no longer see." 

 

"Take my hand, and know me by my beating heart. 

Let the world wonder who we were, the timeless youth." 

*kp~ªk 7 >k^§® s| Prª~¯qr Y~¯ª N~¯zó« Wsik-~§k|  

Ws|i~µ 

SHUAYB MOHAMMED Y12  
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How well do you know the works of  The Bard? Have a go at this crossword to identify his plays from 

the famous quotes provided. The answers can be found at the back of  the magazine. 
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Neo-colonialism: the 21st-

Century Struggle for Global 

Influence 

Conquering the Summit of  

Mount Everest 

Can you identify these famous 

places from across the pond? 
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T he United Statesõ era of global dominance is over, and with it, a 

struggle for power has spread across the 

globe. Multiple superpowers now hold 

significant influence and it is no sur-

prise that China has emerged as one of 

the greatest threats to US global hegem-

ony. Where in the past imperialism was 

synonymous with intimidation, coercion 

and violent force, the superpowers of 

the modern world have been forced by 

the post-war anti-colonial consensus to 

exercise a more subtle form of domina-

tion: neo-colonialism. This term com-

monly refers to the concept of indirect 

control of newly independent countries 

through mechanisms such as foreign 

direct investment, military alliances or 

general tied aid. Although the term 

ôindirect controlõ suggests a greater free-

dom, this could not be further from the 

truth. Neo-colonialism means power 

without responsibility: a pernicious rela-

tionship that will leave a clear socioeco-

nomic winner and loser in the future. 

As China aims to continue its rise to the 

top, it has employed this policy in coun-

tries all over the world, particularly fo-

cusing on the African continent. It is 

therefore important to analyse the true 

impacts it will have on Africaõs future  

/g~|~{sg ik§k|ik|gk 

In order to analyse these impacts, it is 

prudent to also consider Chinaõs incen-

tives for using a huge  scale of neo-

colonialist actions in Africa. Chinaõs neo

-colonialist policies have ranged from 

military aid to vast amounts of foreign 

direct investment (FDI), all in search 

of ways to strengthen economic and 

cultural power on a global scale. It is 

common knowledge that China has 

enjoyed sustained and rapid economic 

growth in recent decades, with an av-

erage growth rate of 10% between 

1978 and 2005.[1] However, it has also 

been clear that the downsides of 

growth have also followed to a similar 

scale. In 2021, carbon dioxide emis-

sions from domestic manufacturing 

reached nearly 11.5 billion tonnes.[2] 

Domestic resources remain accessible, 

but they are not as plentiful as they 

were during Chinaõs early days of 

growth. Pollution of vital water 

sources have also resulted from indus-

trial production, with 85% of the wa-

ter in Shanghaiõs major rivers being 

deemed undrinkable in 2015.[3] The 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) re-

mains focused on continuing high lev-

els of growth and its solution to this 

agenda has been to search for re-

sources abroad. This has been particu-

larly noticeable in Africa, which has 

been the centre of Chinese Foreign 

Direct Investment as part of its Belt 

and Road Initiative. 

Projects have ranged from oil refineries 

in Nigeria to railway projects in Ethio-

pia, all of them motivated by the poten-

tial for repatriated profits, resources, 

commodity goods and political control. 

Although it is undeniable that they have 

improved the standard of living in these 

countries in the short term , having built 

13,000-plus-km-long railways, nearly 

100,000 km of highways, about 1,000 

bridges,[9] malignant hidden intentions 

exist behind every investment project. 

The size of investment in recipient 

countries has been overwhelming in its 

scale, leading to close economic depend-

ence between China and these countries. 

For instance, exports to China make up 

more than 60% of total exports for An-

gola, the Republic of Congo and Zam-

bia[5] African export industries have be-

come reliant on Chinese demand and 

with agricultural cooperation mecha-
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Neo-colonialism means power 

without responsibility: a 

pernicious relationship that 

will leave a clear socioeconomic 

winner and loser in the future. 



nisms existing between China and 23 

African countries,[6] China is able to 

control the level of production of goods 

it needs, often at the detriment of envi-

ronmental protection and local liveli-

hoods. Pollution has been deemed a 

problem within Chinaõs own borders, 

and so by offshoring or outsourcing 

production to African nations and 

firms, the issue of environmental pro-

tection has not been solved. It has 

merely been shifted it to its trading 

partners that cannot refuse the invest-

ment in fear of losing important finan-

cial support that has been responsible 

for recent standard of living improve-

ments. This is the new dissembling  face 

of imperialism. Western colonisers in 

the past may have seized control of 

their subjects through direct rule and 

military conflict, however Chinaõs neo-

colonialist policies have been proven to 

show the same effect: a clear economic 

power imbalance between the coloniser 

( investor) and the colonised 

(beneficiary). 

J~zs®sg^z g~|®ª~z  

In addition to economic dependence, 

there has also been dangerous political 

outcomes of neo-colonialist policies 

that have stemmed from this reliance . 

Economic dependence has also result-

ed in African nations having to align 

themselves with Chinese geopolitical 

views. A key example recently has been 

the refusal of African nations linked 

economically with China to accept the 

sovereignty of Taiwan. Following  the 

withdrawal of the support of Burkina 

Faso in 2018, Taiwan was left with 

only one African nation formally rec-

ognising it as a country - Eswatini.[7] 

This has become increasingly danger-

ous for global relations between the 

American-backed Taiwan, and China 

due to the refusal to recognise Taiwan 

spreading to Chinaõs allies across oth-

er continents, such as South Ameri-

caõs Dominican Republic.[8] Neo-

colonialism is restructuring geopoli-

tics to create greater political divides 

between the allies and enemies of 

China. Alongside Russiaõs invasion of 

Ukraine in February, unrest in South-

East Asia and the South China Sea 

has only risen . There is rising support 

for Chinaõs territorial claims from 

developing nations across the world 

and peace with the West may become 

more difficult to navigate as IGO 

laws are ignored and therefore global 

consensuses weakened.  

 

 

@kgk««^ª· gr^|qk 

Systems of global power have constantly 

evolved, and it appears that neo-

colonialism will continue to spread as a 

result of a multipolar world. Therefore, 

it is imperative to analyse the effect of 

these foreign policies in the long 

term  to prevent Africa from falling into 

the clutches of distant imperial masters 

once again. Foreign Direct Investment 

may improve standards of living in the 

short term but will inevitably become a 

long-term constraint on true develop-

ment that does not allow one major eco-

nomic partner to dictate the economic 

and political policies of the other. Dis-

mantling parts of the existing relations 

may seem controversial and even impos-

sible, however these neo-colonial poli-

cies must be replaced in order for to-

dayõs developing nations to be truly in-

dependent and therefore achieve sustain-

able economic and social development. 

EDITED BY ATTICUS FE AR 

Neo-colonialism is 

restructuring geopolitics to 

create greater political divides 

between the allies and enemies 

of China. 
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H umans have one of the greatest 

gifts in the world: our curiosity to 

explore. We have shared an instinctive 

trait ever since Homo erectus and the mi-

gration from Africa more than 200,000 

years ago ð the urge to discover and ex-

plore. Exploration has always been part 

of us, even if we donõt notice it: that urge 

to see whatõs in that cave; that urge to 

see whatõs behind those gates; the urge 

to travel. Exploration of our magical 

world has enabled us to grow our 

knowledge of it, harness it to help our-

selves and the many species we have dis-

covered along the way. Exploration gives 

us a thrill, when we risk our lives, 

achieve something, and feel that sense of 

adventure we so long for in our daily 

lives. There have been many valiant ex-

plorers throughout our history who 

have persevered through the Sisyphean 

task ahead of them and have embraced 

the danger, the pain, and the fear of 

the unknown and turned it into a feel-

ing of thrill. One such task of explora-

tion is conquering the mighty, infa-

mous summit of Mount Everest, 

looming at an impressive 8849m, it 

was unconquered by man for almost 

60 million years (which is when it was 

formed) until Edmund Hillary and Ten-

zing Norgay summitted it in 1953. 

The expedition started off under the mil-

itary style leadership of John Hunt. It 

required an immense number of re-

sources: 350 porters, 20 sherpas and 

many tons of supplies, all for only 10 

climbers. The plan was to aim for two 

attempts to summit the beast, each with 

a pair of climbers and a third attempt 

would be planned if both previous ones 

failed. Summitting Mount Everest re-

quires you to be at your utmost physical 

and mental fitness to persevere through 

the daunting task to be on òtop of the 

worldó. 

As you go higher towards the summit of 

Everest the oxygen available to breathe 

+~|©¯kªs|q ®rk N¯{{s® ~p ?~¯|® /´kªk«® 
Srijan  explores one of humanityõs greatest achievements, the pinnacle of our  desire for exploration 
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Summitting Mount Everest 

requires you to be at your 

utmost physical and mental 

fitness to persevere through the 

daunting task to be on òtop of 

the worldó 

  THE WILSONõS INTRIGUE | GEOGRAPHY Issue 5 | April 2023  

18 



decreases, which increases the suscepti-

bility to issues like cerebral and pulmo-

nary oedema, frost bite and blood clots 

in arteries, all of which can be life threat-

ening. Many people require supple-

mental oxygen above the height of 

23,000 feet, although some valorous 

mountaineers have done it without it, 

like Reinhold Messner in 1978 with Pe-

ter Habeler. 

A strong Swiss team, which had the fa-

bled alpinist Raymond Lambert and the 

legendary Tenzing Norgay, in 1952 took 

the Lhotse face and reached the South 

Col, and it was first thought that they 

would claim the title of being the first 

country to reach the òtop of the worldó. 

However, Lambert and Tenzing Norgay 

had to retreat after pushing through to 

8,598 metres. Now that the Swiss had 

failed in their mission to reach the sum-

mit, the British had their eyes set on the 

prize. They increased their chances of 

summitting Everest by hiring Tenzing, 

who was on the expedition with the 

Swiss, as their Lead Sherpa. 

 

Out of the 4-6 slots available, Edmund 

Hillary, a New Zealand climber, was 

strongly fixed on being part of it. He was 

at the peak of his fitness, through train-

ing in the peaks back at home in New 

Zealand and further put his mark on the 

world, when he led a team by forcing a 

route through the Khumbu Icefall (on 

the slopes of Everest). The first pair to 

set off in 1953 had Tom Bourdillon and 

Charles Evan who ultimately did not 

make it to the top. Due to problems 

with Evanõs Oxygen set and a late start 

they reached 8,748 metres, 101 metres 

away from the top, before they turned 

back because they both knew they would 

not make it with the oxygen they had. 

This paved the way for Tenzing Nor-

gay, a skilled sherpa, and Edmund Hilla-

ry who reached the summit at 11:30 am 

on May 29 1953.  The pair only spent 

15 minutes on the peak, exhausted due 

to issues with their oxygen cannisters 

As they were descending Everest their 

fame already had begun to spread, and 

they were received by a flock of journal-

ists from India and Nepal asking about 

which of the two had summitted first. 

Not until much later did Tenzingõs au-

tobiography, òTiger of the Snowsó, re-

veal that Hillary had summitted first due 

to a pact Hunt, Tenzing and Hillary had 

made to not tell who stepped on the 

summit first. 

  

The summit of Everest by Tenzing and 

Hillary paved the way for decades more 

of climbers putting themselves through 

the challenge of trying to reach the top 

of the world, and many unfortunately 

losing their lives in the process. Many 

may wonder: why do these people risk 

their priceless lives for climbing moun-

tain? It is because climbing this moun-

tain and putting themselves through this 

Olympian challenge makes them feel 

truly alive, like their lives actually mean 

something and to just embrace the thrill 

of being on ôtop of the worldõ. 
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the summit at 11:30 am on 

May 29, 1953.   
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The Americas are full of amazing landmarks both physical and man-made Do you know what these seven 

landmarks are and which country they are located in? The answers can be found at the back of the magazine. 
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1 917. A year of massive adjustments 

to Russiaõs ruling system. Two revo-

lutions occurred in February and No-

vember to overthrow the imperial gov-

ernment, which had been in charge for 

300 years, and placed the Bolsheviks in 

power.  

+^¯«k« 

The strain place upon the people of Rus-

sia by costly wars and harsh famines had 

induced by 1917 an atmosphere ripe for 

revolution. The primary causes included 

costly wars and harsh famines. A huge 

'baby boomõ at the end of the 19th centu-

ry saw the population of major Russian 

cities like Moscow and St Petersburg 

double. This ultimately led to over-

crowding and destitute living conditions 

for a new class of Russian industrial 

workers, sparking controversy and op-

position. This was aggravated between 

1891 and 1892, when  a great famine was 

estimated to have killed up to 400,000 

Russians and the devastating Russo-

Japanese War of 1904-5 further weak-

ened Russia, leading to a loss of faith in 

their ruler, Tsar Nicholas II. Additional-

ly, Russiaõs involvement in World War 1 

in 1914 proved to be calamitic for the 

Russian Empire. Russia, by 1915, had a 

drained economy and inflation had sky-

rocketed upwards. Eventually, this re-

sulted in the February revolution in 

1917.  

4kfª¯^ª· Mk´~z¯®s~| 

The February Revolution (noted as Feb-

ruary 23 1917 on the Julian calendar, 

which was used by Russia until 1918) 

began on March 8, 1917. Uproars and 

protests occurred on the streets of Pet-

rograd where demonstrators, involving 

industrial workers, clamoured for 

bread, clashed with the police and re-

fused to leave the streets. Over 130,000 

men were on strike, claiming for higher 

wages. On March 10, the strikers ap-

plied an aggressive approach by raiding 

police stations in the industrial districts. 

On March 11, regiments opened fire at 

demonstrators, but the protesters con-

tinued to stay on the streets and the 

troops began to falter. Due to the inef-

fective approach by the troops, on 

March 12, a provisional government 

was formed to save the monarchy and 

on March 15, Tsar Nicholas II abdicat-

ed the throne, ending centuries of Rus-

sian Romanov Rule.  

*~z«rk´sy Mk´~z¯®s~|  

Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924) was a left-

wing revolutionist and founder of the 

Russian Communist Party, known as 

the Bolsheviks. Lenin was instrumental 

in the success of the Bolshevik Revolu-

tion in November 1917. He wanted to 

ôpersuade the workers, peasants, and 

soldiersõ to retrieve state power for the 

Soviets from the Provisional Govern-

ment.  

In July 1917, the Bolshevik uprising 

suffered a failure and another oppor-

tunity to overthrow the provisional 

government was identified in Novem-

ber 1917, as Leninõs supporters were 

increasing at a faster rate , where both 

the Petrograd and Moscow soviets had 

Bolshevik majorities.  

On November 6 and 7, 1917, Lenin 

launched a bloody coup against the 

provisional government. Lenin called for 

a Soviet government that would be ruled 

directly by councils of soldiers, peasants 

and workers.  

Bread riots broke out in Petrograd, and 

in the villages, throughout the country, 

the demand was for land. In the country-

side, peasants began expropriating land, 

driving off cattle, burning down land-

ownersõ dwellings and barns, and demol-

ishing agricultural machinery. Many 

landowners who didnõt flee were cap-

tured, tortured and murdered.  

However, now the ministers were help-

less and they lacked  military support 

needed to suppress this violence by 

force. 

As a result of this gory coup d'état, the 

Bolsheviks and their allies occupied gov-

ernment buildings and other strategic 

locations in Petrograd, and soon formed 

a government with Lenin at its head. 

Lenin became the dictator of the worldõs 

first communist state.  

/ppkg®« ~p ®rk M¯««s^| Mk´~z¯®s~| 
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After World War I, Germany was in eco-

nomic crisis and was on the brink of 

revolution after inspiration from the 

success of the Bolsheviks.  

The Russian Revolution paved the way 

for the rise of communism as an influen-

tial political belief system around the 

world, ultimately setting the stage for the 

rise of the Soviet Union as a world pow-

er that would go head-to-head with the 

capitalist USA during the Cold War.  

Prk Mki -^µ| 
How the Two Revolutions of  1917 Upended Russian Society and Transformed World History 
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Good at history? Have a go at this true or false quiz about Britain through the centuries  and 

determine the fact from fiction! Answers can be found at the back of  the Magazine. 
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¿Î Colchester was the capital of Roman Britain 

 

ÀÎ King Alfred is the only English monarch to boast the 

moniker ôthe Greatõ 

 

ÁÎ William the Conqueror's jester was the first casualty of 

the Battle of Hastings  

 

ÂÎ The Hundred Years war lasted 100 years 

 

ÃÎ Oxford, founded in 1096, is the worldõs oldest 

university 

 

ÄÎ The Tudor King, Henry VIII, was outlived by 1 of his 

wives 

 

ÅÎ William Pitt became the youngest PM at the age of 24 

in 1783 

 

ÆÎ Spencer Perceval is the only Prime Minister to ever be 

assassinated 

 

 

ÇÎ Winston Churchill declared war on Germany in 1939 

 

 

¿¾Î The UK left the European Union in 2016 
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T he concept of beauty is, and has 

been, one of the most enduring and 

controversial themes in philosophy and, 

along with the nature of art, one of the 

fundamental concepts in the history of 

philosophical aesthetics. This article will 

aim to not only highlight controversies 

and queries around the nature of beauty 

(and whether beauty is purely subjective, 

or if elements of objectivity lie within it), 

but also to encourage you to question 

what you consider as beautiful, be it the 

sights of the Ama Dablam, situated in 

the heart of Everestõs Khumbu Region, 

or the beauty in the simplicity of the 

Satukunda Rock Paintings in East Bho-

pal.   
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The Cambridge dictionary provides two defi-

nitions for beauty:  [1] 

 òThe quality of being pleasing, especial-

ly to look at, or someone or something 

that gives great pleasure, especially when 

you look at it.õõ 

 òA quality that makes something espe-

cially good or attractive.õõ 

It is unclear, within both of these definitions, 

whether beauty is an objective quality that 

some objects, people, and places hold, or 

whether the quality of beauty is something 

that is assigned to them within our minds - 

due to our own personal criterion, which 

begs the question: 

òIs there something, somewhere or someone 

that every being sees beauty within?õõ 

I think, along with ideas such as goodness 

and truth, it is practically impossible to fath-

om a universal definition for ôõbeautyõõ, for, 

who is to discern what beauty means to every 

individual? Is beauty constrained to the visu-

al, or does it go deeper than what the eye 

perceives, and involve a psychological and 

moral attachment? 
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Why should we care as to what beauty is? 

And why should beauty be valued? Simply 

put, as stated by Kahil Gibran (a Lebanese-

American writer) ôõbeauty is life and life is 

beauty.ó In a world so consumed with suffer-

ing, pain and chaos, only one remedy has 

been presented. ôBeautyõ.  

Philosopher Roger Scruton stated that, ôõthe 

great beauty of art brings consolation in sor-

row, and affirmation in joy.õõ Scruton argues 

that beauty is a universal human need that 

elevates us and gives meaning to life. As soci-

ety progresses from the merely aesthetic, we 

have seen a shift into a more utility-centred 

way of life, in which the quality of usefulness 

is valued solely, as shown through the devel-

opment of architecture from beautiful build-

ings of religion and grandeur, to bland build-

ings of monotony. Beauty liberates us from 

the tyranny of the useful, as society places 

utility on a pedestal and renders all other 

7« *k^¯®· Mk^zz· s| ®rk 
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What is beauty? Is beauty subjective? Has society ruined what we 

class as beautiful? - A celebration of  beauty and modern art.   
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