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’s foreword

We are delighted to present perhaps the most unique issue of the Humanities Magazine 
yet: our KS3 edition.

After many hours of hard work, both from our writers, in Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9, 
without whose fantastic contributions this issue could not exist, but also our editors, we 
are proud to present this collection of fascinating articles. It spans various fields 
including philosophy, history and classics, as well as a poetry section and even a comic 
strip. Due to the nature of the magazine, all articles and poems were edited by the Chief 
Editors.

The articles are, as ever, brilliantly informative, covering diverse topics, from the Great 
Depression, to the stigma around Friday the 13th, and even the ethics of silence, and the 
question of whether remaining silent can lead to moral culpability. Our pick for the star 
article is Does Silence Make You Guilty? by Arnav Sur (8S). We particularly liked how 
Arnav took a multifaceted approach to his article, appealing  to law, history and 
philosophy.

The poetry is similarly vibrant, drawing inspiration from a wide range of sources, such 
as paintings, seasons and students’ personal experiences of the start of their time at 
Wilson’s.

 It is also important to note that many of the poems in this issue were written by 
members of KS3 Creative Writing Club, run by Dr. Johnstone, whom we would like to 
thank, for his patience and eager involvement in helping make this issue a reality. 

We would also like to thank all of the other members of staff involved, including Dr 
Johnstone, Ms Norris, Miss Mortimer, Mrs Berry, Mr Nash, Miss Cohen and Ms Banner-
Hill. We would also like to thank Mr Lissimore, Mrs Fletcher and Mr Sturt for their help 
in proofreading. 

If you are passionate about a certain topic in the humanities, and would like to 
contribute to the magazine and express yourself in a more academic and thorough way 
than you may perhaps have had the opportunity to in the past, then we would like to 
emphasise that there will only be one more opportunity to write for the Humanities 
Magazine this year. We are looking for articles for our 10th and 11th publications still, 
so if you are interested, then please email:

PULLAKANDAMK@wilsonsschool.sutton.sch.uk
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Does Silence Make You Guilty?

<Philosophy and Theology>

“In the end, we must decide when to speak up - and when 
staying silent becomes the wrong choice.”

Written by Arnav Sur (8S)

hroughout our childhoods, we have been told 
two key ideas about silence, by our teachers, 
parents and other loved ones:

“Silence is golden”, an extremely well-known phrase 
used in many homes and a warning, originating 
from Thomas Carlyle’s book Sartor Resartus , 
written in 1833-34, and “The only thing necessary for 
the triumph of evil is for good people to do nothing”, a 
statement by Edmund Burke, an 18th century 
political thinker.

Imagine you saw something terrible happening - a 
bullying incident, a crime, or even discrimination. 
Are you guilty, a silent accomplice in this injustice, 
or are you also a victim, defending yourself in a 
dif�icult or even life-threatening situation? 

To an extent, staying silent whilst witnessing 
wrongdoing could mean that you are culpable. 
However, it can depend on the speci�ic situation you 
are in. In this essay, we will explore historical, legal, 
ethical and even religious perspectives to assess both sides 
of the argument considering silence as a moral failure 
against the idea of compliance and silence by fear.

When Silence Cost Lives: Lessons from the Past:

History shows powerful examples demonstrating how 
silence can lead people to be seen as “guilty”, in the eyes of 
the law, even without committing a crime.¹ During the 
Holocaust, over six million Jews were systematically killed, 
with the German government implementing anti-Jewish 
measures, driven by the anti-Semitic ideologies of the Nazi 
regime. Whilst the majority of Germans understood what 
was going on, a large number of people stayed silent, not 
only out of indifference, fear, powerlessness or social 
pressure, but also due to the everyday struggle that people 
faced at the time, having to cope with the hardships of the 
period of hyperin�lation after WW1 or the Great 
Depression of the 1930s and focus on their families’ 
survival in the face of war. 2, 5 Whether because of 
indifference, fear or even support, the silence of the people 
helped the genocide carry on.

In the 1950s 
and 1960s, 

another case that 
could demonstrate that 

silence can be immoral in some 
circumstances, occurred, called the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. 3 Many white Americans, who ostensibly opposed 
racism and segregation, chose to not be involved in the 
boycott. Martin Luther King Jr. said that “The ultimate 
tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people 
but the silence over that by the good people.” Silence, in this 
case, wasn’t just a lack of action, it was a failure to support 
justice when needed.4

These examples show how silence isn’t just about staying 
quiet—it can also be a mistake, allowing injustice to remain 
unchallenged. However, not everyone decides to remain 
silent for the same reasons. Some may be afraid or unsure; 
some are just indifferent or don’t understand the full 
situation, and some may agree with what is taking place. 
History helps us ask: when does silence cross the line into 
complicity?

Is Staying Silent a Crime? What the Law Says:

Legally, silence is a very complicated matter. In many 
countries, including the UK and parts of Europe, there is no 
general law saying one must report a crime. So, if you see a 
crime and do nothing, you aren’t automatically a criminal 
for breaking the law, unless you have a duty to report, as 
do, for instance, teachers, doctors and social  workers. 
However, quite recently, on the 6th of January 2025, the 
Parliament debated whether it should be a crime to fail to 
report child sexual abuse, especially if the person has 
mutual trust with the child, outlining it to be “most vile and 
horri�ic of crimes”, with citizens having the duty to “our 
children” and make sure criminals are “punished and 
pursued”. This shows that in some serious situations, 
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lawmakers see silence as carrying 
some moral culpability. In other 
countries, like Germany or France, 
there is the “Good Samaritan Law” , 
where ignoring a person in danger—
for example, walking past a fainting 
person—is a crime, resulting in a �ine 
or a prison sentence. However, in the 
USA, the Fifth Amendment exists, in 
which people have the “right to 
remain silent”, when questioned by 
the police. In this case, silence is seen 
as a form of legal protection. Still, in 
England and Wales, suspicion may be 
aroused if the person is questioned, 
depending on the case. So, while 
silence isn’t illegal, it can be suspicious 
or harmful in legal situations , 
especially when someone has the 
ability to speak out. 9

Right or Wrong? The Morals Behind 
Saying Nothing:

Even if silence isn’t illegal, is it morally 
wrong? From a utilitarian perspective 
(doing the greatest good for the 
greatest number) silence is wrong if it 
lets others suffer. For example, staying 
silent during a bullying incident could 
mean that harm (the bullying) will 
continue, placing some of the 
responsibility for it on the bystander. 
Meanwhile, from a deontological 
perspective (following laws and 
rules), it could be argued that people 
have a moral duty to speak up against 
injustice, no matter what. From this 
perspective, staying silent is the 
wrong choice, in every circumstance, 
as it means failing to do the right 
thing. There is also the idea of the 
“bystander effect”. When people see 
a wrongdoing taking place in a group, 
they will often assume someone else 
will step in, leading to everyone 
choosing not to do anything. For 
example, the rape and murder of Kitty 
Genovese in 1964 shocked the world 

after reports claimed that 37 
witnesses heard her being attacked 
but didn’t call the police. 10 Later, 
research found this wasn’t fully 
accurate, but it still sparked debate 
about how fear, confusion, and group 
thinking can silence people. Ethically, 
silence can be a failure, but it’s not 
always for sel�ish reasons. People may 
be afraid, unsure or overwhelmed. 
Many religions see silence in the face 
of injustice as a failure to live out their 
faith, with many spiritual texts 
supporting this.

Faith, Courage, and the Call to Speak 
Up:

In Christianity, the Bible says: “Speak 
up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves” (Proverbs 31:8). 6 Jesus 
challenged injustice and urged his 
followers to do the same. In Islam, the 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 
“Whoever among you sees an evil must 
change it with his hand; if he cannot, 
then with his tongue; and if he cannot, 
then with his heart—and that is the 
weakest of faith” .7 Judaism teaches 
that silence in the face of suffering can 
be sinful, with the Torah saying that 

“Do not stand idly by while your 
neighbour’s blood is shed” (Leviticus 
19:16).8 These teachings suggest that 
silence is a spiritual responsibility, and 
show that speaking out is an integral 
part of many faiths, and even faith 
itself.

Final Thoughts:  Silence, Fear and 
Moral Choice:

So does silence make you guilty? In 
some cases, yes, especially if it causes 
injustice to continue and you have the 
ability to stop it. History shows us how 
silence has led to suffering and the 
legal system is starting to recognize 
this, in particular, regarding the more 
vulnerable members of society. 
Ethically and religiously, silence can be 
seen as a failure of courage and duty. 
However, we must also remember that 
silence is complex, with people often 
reluctantly choosing to remain silent 
out of fear, confusion, pressure or 
powerlessness. Guilt depends on two 
things: the situation and the reason 
behind the silence. In the end, we must 
decide when to speak up and when 
staying silent becomes the wrong 
choice. Perhaps, the question isn’t just 
“Does silence make you guilty?”, rather, 
it should be “What would happen if no 
one spoke up at all?”
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t’s a question that few people ask, 
but one that deserves an in-depth 
answer: why are so many people so 

afraid of this seemingly random date? 
The answer is more complex than you’d 
expect. In this article, I’ll outline the 
details so that you may better 
understand this complex superstition.

Is a fear of Fridays embedded in 
Christianity?

Surprisingly, there are signi�icant 
examples where Friday the 13th has 
been associated with misfortune:

Christianity Hates Fridays…

Arguably, the most destructive day in the 
Bible was Jesus’ cruci�ixion, which 
occurred on Good Friday. The Medieval 
Church honoured this by making Friday 
a fasting day, where Christians weren’t 
allowed to eat meat.¹ 

(Bonus fact for the curious: the Church 
allowed people to eat �ish, leading to the 
popularity of consuming �ish-based meals. 
Your McDonald’s Filet-o-Fish is a 
consequence of this tradition and 
increased demand for a �ish alternative. 
You may enjoy looking up the story of its 
origin ².)

Over time, this Medieval superstition 
spread, and soon it was believed unlucky 
to do anything on a Friday: get married, 
start a journey or make any other 
signi�icant decisions. Some even believed 
that the major Biblical tragedies 
happened on Fridays, for example Eve 
giving Adam the forbidden fruit, or Cain 
killing Abel ³. Friday carries a solemn 
reminder of several tragedies for 
Christians.

… and Everyone Hates 13!

Historically, 12 was regarded as a divine, 
perfect number. There are 12 months, 12 
apostles of Jesus, 12 zodiac signs and 12 
tribes of Israel. Therefore, ‘logically’, 
early numerologists labelled 13 as the 
opposite, because it was seen by its 
juxtaposition with 12 to disrupt and 
destroy, or ‘spoil’,  the perfectness of 12 ⁴ 
. There is, however, some religious 

evidence to support the superstition – 
and most of it has to do with dinner 
parties:

At Jesus’ Last Supper, there were 12 
disciples. Until this point, there was 
perfectness and divine order. This didn’t 
last too long, when a 13th disciple sat 
down - Judas Iscariot -  the disciple who 
betrayed the Son of God to the Romans ⁵.

Norse mythology also contains a similar 
narrative (with a dinner party story). 
During a feast of the Norse Pantheon of 
Gods, 12 gods were present. Then, an 
uninvited 13th guest, Loki, the God of 
Mischief, arrived.  Loki caused chaos and 
murdered Baldur, one of the Vikings’ 
most beloved gods ⁶.  Given these long-
standing negative associations, it is clear 
that Friday the 13th was corrupted by 
the Middle Ages. However, modern pop 
culture had a role to play as well.

What’s pop culture got to do with 
anything?

Pop culture shaped the Friday the 13th 
fear into the symbol of bad luck it is 
today.

A 20th Century Novel…

“Friday the 13th” by Thomas W. Lawson 
was a groundbreaking novel. Its plot 
revolved around an investor who 
deliberately crashed the stock market on 
that date ⁷. Many real-life investors took 
notice and reinforced the negative 
association Friday the 13th carries.

… An Explosion in Space…

The Apollo 13 spacecraft had a major 
malfunction, roughly 200,000 miles away 
from Earth, on April 13th, 1970 ⁸. The 
spacecraft’s second oxygen tank 
exploded, but miraculously, no-one was 

hurt. That said, it was interesting that 
the accident for the 13th mission 
happened on April 13!

… and a 1980s Film Series! 

During the 1980s, the phobia got 
transformed into its modern 
manifestation, with the horror �ilm 
series “Friday the 13th ”. Centring 
around the machete-wielding masked 
killer Jason Voorhees ⁹, the �ilm quickly 
gained popularity and notoriety, which 
in turn brought negative attention to the 
date in question, Friday the 13th. The 
�ilm franchise quickly developed into a 
major success, being referenced by the 
likes of “The Simpsons”, and it 
transformed the fear of Friday the 13th 
from bad luck to horror-psycho-trauma.

But wait – there’s more…

Even the 2000s contributed to the 
superstition.

Everyone Loves a Good Thriller…

In 2003, Dan Brown published his 
bestselling novel, “The Da Vinci Code”. 
The book contained many references to 
the “Knights Templar” – a secret 
brotherhood that was linked to the 
“Priory of Sion”, which protected sacred 
writings in the novel, including a Gospel 
written by Jesus himself ¹⁰. This relates 
to Friday the 13th through a historical 
event:

Why is Friday the 13th 
considered unlucky?

Written by Arjun Saxena (9G)

<Philosophy and Theology>

Templars being burned at the stake

I
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The King of France at the time, Philip IV, 
did not like the messages that the Knights 
were spreading. So, he ordered the arrest 
of every member of the brotherhood on 
Friday, October 13th, 1307 ¹¹. Many 
members were tortured, leading them to 
confess to the false charges placed on 
them. So the theory goes – many believe 
that the date of the arrests was the origin 
of the phobia! 

And here’s some trivia!

Here are some additional facts about 
Friday the 13th that will win you more 
than one family trivia night!

• The fear of Friday the 13th is called 
Paraskevidekatriaphobia ¹²! It comes 
from Greek: "paraskevi" (Παρασκευη� ) 
meaning Friday, "dekatria" (δεκατρει�ς) 
meaning thirteen, and "phobia" (φο� βος) 
meaning fear.

• There is at least one Friday the 13th 
in every calendar year, and if a year starts 
on a Sunday, there will be three ¹⁴! This is 
because any month beginning on a 
Sunday will have a Friday the 13th.

• Many establishments avoid using 13 
in their numbering systems. Some 
airlines skip Gate 13; some hotels skip 
room 13 (instead calling it room 12A), 
and some hospitals skip the entire 13th 
�loor!

• Friday the 13th isn’t unlucky in Italy! 

Instead, its Friday the 17th, because the 
letters in the Roman numeral for 17 
(XVII) can be reordered to spell the Latin 
word vixi, meaning “My life is over.” ¹⁵

• Major businesses lose $700-800 
million in revenue every Friday the 13th 
due to people avoiding travel and 
services.

• There was an 1880s society that 
celebrated Friday the 13th. The 13 Club, 
founded in 1881, was dedicated to 
ignoring superstition – by eating under 
ladders, breaking mirrors and 
celebrating Friday the 13th. Its members 

include 5 US Presidents.  ¹⁶ ¹⁷

If you’ve got paraskevidekatriaphobia, 
now you’ll be more informed about 
where it came from. If you don’t, at least 
reading this article may help you beat 
your friends and family at trivia night.

13th Regular Meeting of the Thirteen Club, 1883
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ave you ever wondered how one 
of the world's largest, strongest 
and most in�luential empires, 

the Roman Empire, was destroyed? By 
the year 410 AD, when Rome was 
sacked, the Roman Empire was already 
weakened by years of wars and 
con�licts with other populations, such 
as the Goths, Visigoths, and Gauls.⁴ The 
Roman Empire �irst showed major 
signs of decline when, in 395 AD, 
Emperor Theodosius I died, and the 
Empire was permanently divided in 
half into the Eastern Roman Empire 
and the Western Roman Empire. ²

In 408 AD, the great Visigoth King 
Alaric I attempted to sack Rome by 
laying siege to the great city. ³ At the 
time, Rome may have had a population 
of up to 800,000 people, the largest 
city in Europe at that time. When 
Alaric cut off supply routes to Rome via 
the Tiber River, the Roman Emperor 
Honorius was forced to ration supplies 
such as grain. This eventually led to 
starvation and disease, as there was 
insuf�icient food for everyone in the 
city. Rome was eventually forced to pay 
an enormous ransom in exchange for 
lifting the siege, including 5,000 
pounds of gold, 30,000 pounds of 
silver, 4,000 silken tunics, 3,000 hides 
dyed scarlet, and 3,000 pounds of 
pepper.

In 409 AD, the Roman Senate urged 
Honorious to settle treaties with Alaric. 
However, he refused and vowed not to 
make any further agreements or 
compromises with Alaric.⁵ Instead, in 
order to prepare for war, he then 
recruited 10,000 Huns, who ultimately 
ended up never arriving. Alarmed by 

this, Alaric sent in men to siege Rome 
once again. ⁶ This time, Alaric cut off 
Rome’s maritime supplies via the 
Roman port of Portus, once again 
forcing the city to negotiate with Alaric. 

Although Honorious negotiated with 
Alaric, Sarus the Goth, a commander 
under Honorius, who was a sworn 
enemy of Alaric and now allied to 
Honorius, attacked Alaric and his men 
with a small Roman force.¹ This 
outraged and provoked Alaric, which 
led him to lay siege to Rome for one 
�inal time before sacking the city. ⁵

What does this show?

The sacking of Rome in 410 displayed 
how severely weakened the Roman 
Empire had become after several 
centuries of internal instability and 
external pressure. It marked a turning 
point in the Roman Empire’s monopoly 
of power and encouraged further 
challenges, both internal and external, 
against Roman authority, showing the 
Empire’s loss of in�luence and power.

How the greatest 
empire in the world 
fell: The Sack of 
Rome in 410

Written by Kwan Ho Tang (8H)

<History>

H

KP



10

t’s Tuesday, October 29th, 1929 
and after a long day at work 
looking at the stocks on Wall 

Street, you’re going to bed. During the 
day, you had noticed that the stocks 
were unusually high, but you dismiss 
this as citizens in hope of a quick pro�it 
after the economic boom of the 1920s. 
The next day, you wake up and check 
your bank account; your money has 
gone from your account overnight.

What this citizen of America, along 

with many others, fell victim to, was 
the Wall Street Crash, of Tuesday, 
October 29th, 1929, a day on which 
America’s economic system and 
banking system failed to keep up with 
the sudden rise in stocks on Wall 
Street, leading to the Great Depression.

The Great Depression (1929—
1939):

The Great Depression was an 
economic crisis which affected both 

Europe and America, lasting from 
1929 to 1939. It was caused by several 
problems, including a sudden rise in 
stocks and a lot of issues with the 
economic system in America. In 
Germany, a debt had to be paid of 132 
billion marks, or £57 billion ², because 
of the damage they caused in World 
War I; this caused their own �inancial 
depression. The sudden rise in stocks 
was due to ‘buying on margin’, which is 
the act of borrowing money to buy 
stocks more stocks than you can 

<History>

How the Great 
Depression 
Affected Modern 
America

I 

Written by Sam Tunbridge (8G)

KY
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afford.³

Another reason for the collapse was 
banking failures. In the early 1930s, 
thousands of banks failed, so people lost 
all their savings, leading to reduced trust 
in banks, and therefore reduced customer 
spending and business investment, in the 
�inancial system.

The �inal, and arguably most important, 
reason, was the psychological impact: a 
crisis of con�idence. Instead of spending, 
investing and saving, people hoarded 
money due to their distrust of the 
�inancial system. This led to an even 
slower economy that struggled even more 
than it already had been up to that point.

How well did the government respond? 

The two American presidents who were 
elected during this period, took different 
routes in responding to the crisis.

Herbert Hoover was the president at the 
start of the Depression. His responses 
from 1929- 1933 were largely 
unsuccessful in helping the American 
cause.⁴ He believed in ‘rugged 
individualism’ and voluntary cooperation. 
⁵ To attempt to help businesses, he 
provided loans to them. However, this was 
criticised by the public because he was 
accused of favouring large corporations 
over the public. He also tried to support 
agricultural prices by buying extra crops, 
yet this failed because it was unable to 
keep up with the scale of the crisis. He 
also tried many public works project, like 
the Hoover Dam, but overall spending was 
too limited to counteract mass 
unemployment.⁶ Although Hoover tried 
many things, his approach was seen as too 
small-scale, and coming far too late, 
leading to Franklin D. Roosevelt being 
elected in the 1933 presidential election.

To some extent, Roosevelt responded very 
well to the Great Depression. This was 
displayed by his New Deal, which 
provided jobs and direct aid to millions of 
unemployed Americans.⁷ His programs 
helped unemployed and poor people by 
giving them jobs on the construction of 
railways, roads and bridges. He also 
helped the economy improve by 
introducing acts that helped the �inancial 
state of the country such as the 

Agricultural Adjustment Act, which 
raised the prices on farming to reduce 
extras and surpluses, helping the 
economy to recover. He introduced 
programs to prevent future �inancial 
depressions, including the 
establishment of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, which helped 
prevent misconduct and unfairness, 
and encourage fairness, among 
investors. So, Roosevelt took an active 
and experimental route in helping 
America recover from the Depression, 
restoring public con�idence, reducing 
suffering and laying the groundwork for 
future economic stability.⁸

Overall, the initiatives undertaken by 
Roosevelt, although not ending the 
Great Depression completely, helped to 
restore public con�idence and 
minimised the chance of future 
�inancial depressions. On the other 
hand, Herbert Hoover’s attempts to 
help America’s situation were widely 
seen as too cautious, too late and were 
unsuccessful in helping the economy.

In conclusion, the US Government’s 
attempts to combat the Depression 
were mostly successful, despite the 
initial failed efforts to help restore the 
economy.

You wake up and 
check your bank 
account; your 
money has gone 
overnight.

You wake up and 
check your bank 
account; your 
money has gone 
overnight.

“
”
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uman beings, as a singular species -  
Homo Sapiens - emerged approximately 
200,000 years ago in the area that is now 

the Ethiopian-Kenyan border. Biologically, our 
species does not have sharp teeth, strong muscles, 
particularly fast running speeds, or endurance. Yet 
how did this hairless, skinny ape manage to 
dominate the world’s land surface, construct 
machines capable of replicating aspects of its own 
intelligence, develop cultures and arts, build 
atomic weapons, and escape the Earth’s 
atmosphere itself?

Dial G for 
Globalisation

Written by Farjad Ahsan (9S2)

<History>

A historical exploration of early 
globalisation

H
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I need a dollar, dollar, a dollar is what I need ⁵

The earliest known form of currency was a 
standardised weight of barley, used in ancient 
Mesopotamia, in the area that is now Iraq and Syria.¹ 
This was practical: barley can be transported in 
relatively small amounts, and was widely grown and 
eaten, as it was easily cultivated in that region. 
However, stockpiling large quantities of barley, 
especially for the rich, was inef�icient and risked 
decay. This set the stage for commodity money - 
currencies that possess inherent value.

Cowrie shells, for example, were very commonly 
used as currency in ancient China, West Africa, and 
India.²  Similarly, salt, valued for its non-perishable, 
preservative properties, served as currency in 
civilisations including Ancient Rome. This tradition 
gave rise to the word “salary”, where ‘sal’ is Latin for 
salt. However, it was around this time that metals 
were starting to become popular. Certain rare metals 
like silver were durable, easy to work with and 
possessed inherent value that barley and salt lacked.

By around 2150BC, in Mesopotamia, there was a 
shift from standardised weights of barley to 
standardised weights of silver as the principal form 
of currency. However, as it is parallel to any 
economic concept, switching currencies was a 
gradual ease into society. A currency requires trust 
that others acknowledged and accepted the value of 
these objects. Because humans need and want many 
goods that have to be bought using a common 
currency,  they eventually did. Such was the 
beginning of currency as the world’s �irst global 
language.

The Silk Road Before the Silk Road

Silk is famously recognised for having been 
incredibly valuable, so that the writings of Confucius  
refer to an empress who, in about 3000 BC, 
discovered how versatile the silk moth’s cocoon was 
after one fell into her tea.³ Whether legendary or 
rooted in Neolithic era practices, this discovery led to 
the exportation of this valuable fabric, and by two 
millennia later, in 1070 BC, it had made its way to 
Egypt, in�iltrating Egyptian culture. Traces of silk 
were found in the Valley of the Kings, in a mummy’s 
tomb around that time.

This raises an important question: did long-distance 
trade routes exist even before China’s silk monopoly?

Evidence suggests that they did. By the time the Silk 
Road appeared after the 2nd century BC,  Alexander 
the Great had already �inished his conquests and the 
era of the Ancient Egyptian dynasties was long gone. 
Yet the Egyptians possessed goods from regions 
beyond the neighbouring civilisations. The mineral, 
Lapis Lazuli, prized for its applications in paint and 
jewellery, reached Egypt from its only known ancient 
source: the region of Badakhshan, in modern-day 
Afghanistan, implying that far-reaching trade routes 
existed in ancient times.

Throughout history, the Mediterranean has always 
been a hub of exchange, trade and interaction. Fast 
forward 2000 years. Aristotle mentions that in the 
2nd millennium BC, the Egyptian King Senusret (or 
Sesostris) tried to dig a canal from the Nile to the 
Bitter Lakes, which emptied into the Red Sea, but, as 
the land itself was below the sea level and the 

saltwater of the Bitter Lakes would mix with the 
river’s water, he was forced to abandon the project.⁴ 

Around the 5th century BC, Persian sources claim 
that Darius the Great of the Persians completed a 
similar canal to allow ships to pass from Egypt to 
Persia quickly. The legitimacy of these accounts is to 
be questioned. Some evidence, however, suggests 
that Ptolemy II of the Greek dynasty of Egypt was 
the one who introduced canal locks to complete the 
canal. Regardless of the overseer of the canal, the 
point stands: this vital artery connecting the 
European world to the Indian Ocean is far older 
than was historically thought.

The Pen is Mightier

Kohl, an eye makeup similar to mascara used in the 
ancient Middle East (including Egypt), was 
extracted from an ore of the toxic metal antimony. 
Alcohol is the term for various chemicals, some of 
which cause intoxication. Whilst these terms are 
seemingly unrelated, the connection between these 
words lies in chemistry, the word 'chemistry' itself 
being derived from Arabic.

Kohl is made from the ore of antimony, stibnite. To 
obtain this colouring, it must be heated and crushed 
to obtain the mineral. During the Middle Ages up to 
the 1250s, the Islamic world was a beacon of 
scienti�ic research, especially in the sciences. Thus, 
this powder’s name was applied to anything 
obtained by crushing and heating, which is 
coincidentally what the Mongols did to every other 
town of the Islamic world after the 1200s.

Obtaining substances through this method gave the 
idea of a “pure” substance, the “spirit” of a 
substance, discussed, including for fermented 
drinks. From the 17th century, the word “alcohol”, a 
Latinisation of the Arabic word, became used for 
the intoxicating component of wine and similar 
drinks. In a similar way, many Arabic scienti�ic 
terms spread into Western education during this 
period. Scienti�ic terms such as “alkali”, from qali 
(meaning plant ashes) and borax from buraq 
illustrate the global exchange of scienti�ic ideas.

Conclusion

For historians who argue that war is the primary 
driving force of history, the evidence presented here 
proves that this is not true. Science, trade, 
currencies, political systems and religion provide a 
greater insight into the connections in history than 
a war could. Early globalisation provides an ancient 
wisdom of how globalisation is not a modern 
phenomenon, but a process beginning during 
humanity’s earliest attempts to communicate, trade 
and share ideas.
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Geography club provides an opportunity for you to widen and deepen 
your Geographical understanding beyond the classroom curriculum. 
Geography club meets every Wednesday lunchtime in Room 23 and 

includes a range of activities such as student-led presentations, 
geographical games, watching documentaries and a big end of term quiz. 

Come along to try it out for a week yourself!
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Classics club meets once a week on Friday lunchtimes. Students 
deliver high-quality talks on various aspects of the Greek and 
Roman world, from mythology to history to literature. Attendance 
is strong and students are very supportive of one another. There 
are also Latin games, quizzes and chocolates!

Students studying Beginners’ Greek attend weekly lunchtime 
classes. These sessions are more relaxed than timetabled lessons 
– yet ancient Greek provides a very rewarding challenge and the 
fast teaching-pace is enabled by the linguistic strengths of those 
studying it. Invitation is extended to those who are in Year 8 and 
above and have expressed interest.
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<Poetry>

Evil Villain
By Nikhil Nibu (8S)

Caged and imprisoned but not like others 

Others are free and joyous, cared for by their mothers. 

Me, well, the �leshy beings take me away 

For show and amusement, caged, not to go astray 

For they call me “Evil Villain”. 

Tapping at the glass, trying to talk to me 

I almost wish to �lee 

The meals of mice and insects 

The taste just infects 

With joy, of course 

When my fangs reveal a smile, 

Everyone is �leeing like I am vile 

When I hiss and stick my tongue out in communication 

They all leave me in isolation 

What did I do to deserve this?

Sometimes they can be cruel 

Sometimes they are kind 

Is there a meaning in my name? 

Did I commit a sin? 

After all, I am just a friendly old   python.
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<Poetry>

The Tapestry of Thought
By Arya Dora (8C)

We are threads spun thin from dust and dream,

Woven tight in a restless, shifting seem.

Each mind a spark, each word a thread.

Ideas born where brave feet have tread.

From cave-wall smoke to satellite streams,

Stone turns to steal, and tangled dreams.

Still we walk a questioning road.

We write on walls, on skin, on screens—

Truth wound with �iction, in stories that teem.

But stumbles too, on power and rules.

And yet—we build. And yet—we try—

The fabric frays, but one more ‘why—

Minds daring to call across the chasm raw and 

wide.

I see you. Walk with me. Let’s try.

This is us: a pattern, �lawed but sought—

The ever-turning TAPESTRY OF THOUGHT.

Year 7
By Arib Ahfaz (8C)

September a boy, 

A few months of work later, 

A Wilsonian.
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<Poetry>

If Stories Were All Lost
By Rishit Jain (8S)

If books were discarded,

 And stories weren't told, 

Then people would lose all knowledge, 

 And religion wouldn't be shared. 

People wouldn't learn,

 And others couldn't teach. 

People wouldn't write,

 And people wouldn't read. 

History would be forgotten,

 Love would be lost, 

Religion would cease to exist,

 People would lose all knowledge, 

And nothing would make sense. 

(This poem was written to mark World 

Book Day.)

Mary Queen of Scots
By Huzaifa Imran (8S)

Mary Queen of Scots lay there, 

Ready for her tale to be told. 

Later blood will drip, 

Sweet and treaty for the cursed. 

It is a tremendous trauma for the witnesses: 

A sharp blade ready to make dreadful contact. 

Mary prays there, though, for her life,

For her innocence is quality. 

She can’t escape anything, 

Not even the fate she doesn’t desire. 

The razor blade drops down vigorously,

Ready for its precious �lesh. 

(This poem was inspired by a poem written in 

1586 and attributed to Mary Queen of Scots, 

called ‘Verses Written to the Queen of 

England’.)
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‘Victory in Europe’ 
by Mohammed Rayyan (8D)

Victory in Europe:
Time for celebration.
Six years of waiting,
And anticipation.

Champagne �lying,
Music as well.
A time of rejoicing,
And stories to tell.

But everything isn’t a fairytale
For some, war still is life:
People without homes to live 
in.
Or any family.
Or anybody.

(This poem was inspired by VE 
Day commemorations.)

The Running Horses
by Sahil Agrawal (7D)

The horses thundered, 
Too many times they had 
blundered, 
Now they had to escape 
And their freedom they needed to 
take. 

They galloped like the wind 
Their old lives ruined, 
Now they would do what they 
wanted 
Even if by their captors they were 
hunted. 

But soon they would be forgotten, 
like a small injury 
Their image suddenly a distant 
memory 
The horses were upset, 
They had lost their friend already, 
and they could have been next. 

But they weren’t 
This was an opportunity of a 
lifetime 
So they had run 
And due to this were still alive.

<Poetry>



Snowy Day
by Panav Ganatra (7D)

School day today but all I can look at 
Are the white snow�lakes outside the window 

The teacher says “Write the date and title!” 
But all I can write today is “freedom” 

I avert my gaze to the snow below 
Like a blanket of happiness for me 

Although it is cold and gloomy today 
The feeling of joy makes me feel so warm 

I want to leave, I want to run away 

“Go pack up it’s breaktime,” the teacher says
I stepped outside, basking in the freedom! 

“It’s too cold. I think I’ll just go back in,” 
School day today, but all I can look at 

Are the white snow�lakes right in front of me, 
But I can’t be bothered to go outside 

It is just too cold in winter for me!

<Poetry>



Poems by  Angus Chong (7C)

To My Future Self

Where shall I survive forever 

In the gaping near future world. 

Dreamt by all, realism for you, 

For the unemployed dream evade. 

For the homeless desire thwart, 

Please, don’t abandon, your vast thoughts. 

Enter the world for decades more, 

Believe, good over evilness. 

Dignity and honour around, 

Or down in the rasping cold creeks. 

Rise and shine, for some have fallen. 

The evolving domain competes.

When It Snows Outside, 
And You Are At School

Snowing, dropping like some dead 
�lies, 
The children want to build snowmen. 
‘‘Fidgty children turn around. 
Or we won’t be playing on the cold 
ground.’’ ‘
‘Oh, my goodness, it’s not so freezing 
cold. 
Oh so lively, oh so fascinating. 
Christmas, Christmas, it’s quickly 
arriving!’’ 
‘‘Not that you can. Get back to work!’’

<Poetry>



<Poetry>

"Oh, when I joined the army
As a nineteen-year-old squirt;
I tripped over my rifle so
I landed in the dirt.

The training was tiring -
My family I missed;
But my show-off friend's rear end
Was what the Gen’ral kissed!

The cooks all burned the mornin’ stew
And the sergeant lost his hat!
While the drummer-boy played 
   out o’ tune -
We all just laughed at that!

And the tale we told at the barracks
Had the sergeant tripping on shoes!
The tale we told at the barracks
Ended up in the captain’s news!

The first tale came
From an ole’ quartermaster
And he was the soul
Who made his ship much faster.

His ship was a 'leaking -
A shark ate his leg.
He was a 'thrashing -
He broke the beer keg.

The shark called ‘is mateys
And they all got drunk,
So in a short time
They all drunkenly sunk.

But the ship was a’leaking
Or had they forgot;
The Bosun was bailing
With a long iron pot!

But the pot’s end got close 
To a tallow candle.
And some buffoon 
Yanked a random handle.

And the ship blew up,
And the captain yelled, “WHAT?”
But the Quartermaster
Was away in a yacht.

The next tale came 
From a Beefeater guard
Who had a fondness
For North-Spanish lard.

When a Fritz attacked him
‘E stood up quite hard
And started throwin’
Some handfuls of lard!

The German was startled 
And ran back down south
Not knowing what hit ‘im
‘Till it fell in his mouth."

And so, before ye go
Out on a campaign;
I ‘ope ye, in trenches,
Think o’me in the rain.

Little whitened flakes
Falling from the sky.
The exact colour
Of Sir Winston’s beard.

“Back to work!” says Sir.
But I cannot tear
My brown eyes away
From the miracle.

“You in’t focusing!
And in’t tha’ a sin?”
Then he hits my hand
With the hard wood cane.

So I wish, I wish
I had never come
To scary school with
Evil Sir Winston.

What is snow? I think.
Is it just a cause
For children to be
Beaten by a cane?

I wish the pain would
Just leave my scarred hand,
And I stare at the
Wish-fulfilling snow.

But then Sir Winston
Raps my desk with his
Wooden ruler and 
I go back to work.

Look! 'Tis Snowing!

Ballad of the Barracks

Poems by Yash Kalkarni (7D)
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Does Silence Make You Guilty?

1. United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. Bystanders. https://
encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/
article/bystanders

2. UK Parliament. Mandatory reporting 
of child sexual abuse.  https://
commonslibrary.parliament.uk/
research- brie�ings/sn06793/

3. Civil Rights Movement. Television 
Networks. https://www.history.com/
topics/civil-rights- movement 

4. Martin Luther King Jr. (1963). Letter 
from Birmingham Jail https://en.
wikiquote.org/wiki/Letter_from_a_
Birmingham_Jail

5. Facing History and Ourselves. Moral 
Responsibility and the Holocaust: 
Bystanders.  https://www.
facinghistory.org/resource- library/
moral-responsibility-and-silence

6. The Holy Bible. Proverbs 31:8 
https://www.biblegateway.com/
passage/?search=Proverbs+31% 

7. The Quran. https://sunnah.com/
riyadussalihin:184

8. The Torah. https://www.sefaria.org/
Leviticus.19.16 

9. Right to silence in England and 
Wales. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Right_to_silence_in_England_and_ 
Wales 

10. Murder of Kitty Genovese https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_of_
Kitty_Genovese 

Image credits:
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Public Domain Image Archive https://
pdimagearchive.org/images/
2bae877c-144d-4407-b7f8-
9f6bdb5ac556/ 

2. The Scream, Edvard Munch, on 
Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/File:Edvard_Munch,_1893,_The_
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Gallery_of_Norway.jpg 

3. Martin Luther King, Jr.. AZQuotes.
com https://www.azquotes.com/
quote/159004 

4. Kitty Genovese in her 1961 mugshot 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/
wiki/File:Kitty_Genovese_in_her_
1961_mugshot.jpg 

Why is Friday the 13th considered 
unlucky?

1.Re�lecting on Good Friday: The 
Signi�icance of Fasting and Abstinence 
in Christian Tradition https://
thebiblechat.com/re�lecting-on-good-
friday-the-signi�icance-of-fasting-and-
abstinence-in-christian-tradition/

2. McDonald’s Filet-O-Fish Journey 
https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/
corpmcd/our-stories/article/�ilet_o_
�ish_journey.html

3. Friday the 13th Phobia: Unraveling 
the Fear of Paraskevidekatriaphobia 
https://neurolaunch.com/phobia-of-
friday-the-13th/

4. Number 13 Meaning https://
numerologystars.com/number-13-
meaning/

5. 13 Reasons People Think the 
Number 13 is Unlucky https://www.
mental�loss.com/article/23266/13-
reasons-people-think-number-13-
unlucky

6. Why is Friday 13th unlucky? https:/
/www.historyextra.com/period/
medieval/why-friday-13th-unlucky-
superstition-history-jesus/

7. Friday, the Thirteenth: A Novel by 
Thomas William Lawson https://www.
gutenberg.org/ebooks/12345

8. Apollo 13: The Successful Failure 
https://www.nasa.gov/missions/
apollo/apollo-13-the-successful-
failure/

9. Friday the 13th 1980 https://www.
imdb.com/title/tt0080761/

10. The Da Vinci Code https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Da_Vinci_
Code

11. Templar https://www.britannica.
com/topic/Templars

12. Friday (Paraskevı)́ The 13th: Greek 
origins https://greekreporter.com/
2010/08/13/friday-paraskevi-the-
13th-greek-origins

13. How Friday the 13th is bad for 
business but good for bargains? 
https://www.newstalk.com/business/
how-friday-the-13th-is-bad-for-
business-but-good-for-bargains-
555420

14.http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Friday_the_13th#Frequency_within_a_
single_year

15. Friday the 13th superstition 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/
Friday-the-13th-superstition

16. The 1880s Supper Club That Loved 
Bad Luck How to remove the stigma 
from the number 13? Through a series 
of macabre dinner parties, of course. 
https://www.atlasobscura.com/
articles/thirteen-club-superstition-
new-york

17. Five Men Who Hated (or Loved) 
the Number 13 https://www.
smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/
�ive-men-who-hated-or-loved-the-
number-13-66940720/
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artuk.org/discover/artworks/the-last-
supper-176668

2. Templars being burned at the stake, 
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der Welt bis 1384 https://de.
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How the greatest empire in the 
world fell: The Sack of Rome in 410

1. Sarus the Goth https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Sarus_the_Goth

2. The Gothic War (376-382) The Fall 
of Rome #2 https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=m5dNOFPnaEo 

3. Alaric https://www.britannica.com/
biography/Alaric 

4. Sack of Rome 410 CE https://www.
worldhistory.org/article/1449/sack-
of-rome-410-ce/ 

5. Accounts of the Sack of Rome https:/
/colorado.pressbooks.pub/
warandsocietysourcebook/chapter/
accounts-of-the-sack-of-rome/ 

6. Sack of Rome (410) https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/Sack_of_Rome_
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Image credits:
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Vital_Luminais_-_Le_Sac_de_Rome.jpg

How the Great Depression Affected 
Modern America

1. Herbert Hoover https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Hoover

2. Rebuilding Europe 30.1: Rebuilding 
Europe 30.1.1: Reparations https://
courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-
hccc-worldhistory2/chapter/
rebuilding-europe/

3. Buying on Margin: How It's Done, 
Risks and Rewards https://www.
investopedia.com/terms/b/buying-on-
margin.asp#

4. Herbert Hoover: Success or Failure? 
| 5 Minute Video https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=YpUanEXotK8

5. Herbert Hoover, "Rugged 
Individualism" Campaign Speech

https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
disp_textbook.cfm?
smtID=3&psid=1334

6. Hoover Dam – the Greatest Project 
in Times of the Great Depression. What 
Can Be Done to Achieve Success?
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hoover-dam-the-greatest-project-in-
times-of-the-great-depression/

7. New Deal https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/New_Deal

8. New Deal https://www.britannica.
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Dial G for Globalisation

1. Charles F. Horne, PhD (1915)

2. Ardis Doolin (June 1985)

3. The Silk Association of Great Britain 
(2003)

4. The Meteorology, Aristotle https://
classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/
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5. I Need a Dollar - Song by Aloe Blacc 
(2010)

6. Meteorology (Aristotle) https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/Meteorology_
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species/144094096

8. Geo-Economics and Politics A brief 
history of globalization https://www.
weforum.org/stories/2019/01/how-
globalization-4-0-�its-into-the-history-
of-globalization/
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More Than Just Facts: Why History 
Club Matters

Image credits:
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wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Duke_and_
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Hitler_1937.jpg

From Barbados to Britain: Jofra 
Archer and Modern British Identity

1. A timeline of England cricket star 
Jofra Archer’s run of injuries https://
apnews.com/article/jofra-archer-
england-injuries-
3ea3e8129f6a9e775ba254dd652d6b9
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2. Jofra Archer Pro�ile England|Bowler 
https://www.espncricinfo.com/
cricketers/jofra-archer-669855

3. Jofra Chioke Archer https://en.
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4. Jofra Archer England https://www.
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64254-64254
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Banners of Identity: A Journey 
Through Vexillology
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2. History of �lags https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_�lags

3. The History of Flags: From Ancient 
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https://www.�lagco.com/
2024/10/08/history-of-�lags/

4. Union Jack https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Union_Jack

5. What Do The Different Colors on 
Flags Mean? https://www.
custom�lagcompany.com/blog/
2023/03/08/different-colors-on-�lags-
meaning/

Image credits:
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How the Ancient Greeks calculated 
Earth’s circumference

1. Christopher Columbus: Facts, 
Voyage & Discovery https://www.
history.co.uk/Christopher-Columbus-
and-the-Age-of-Discovery

2.  The Age of Discovery and Mapping 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
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655369b430d0/age-of-discovery

3. Christopher Columbus Italian    
explorer https://www.britannica.com/
biography/Christopher-Columbus

4.  This Month in Physics History June, 
ca. 240 B.C. Eratosthenes Measures the 
Earth https://www.aps.org/apsnews/
2006/06/eratosthenes-measures-
earth

5.  Library of Alexandria https://www.
worldhistory.org/Library_of_
Alexandria/

6. Eratosthenes of Cyrene https://en.
wikipedia.org/wiki/Eratosthenes

7. Summer Solstice in the Northern 
Hemisphere https://www.nasa.gov/
image-article/summer-solstice-
northern-hemisphere/

8. Measuring the Circumference of the 
Earth https://www.khanacademy.org/
science/shs-physical-science/
x0492729e402f0c6b:4th-quarter/
x0492729e402f0c6b:evolving-models-
of-the-universe/a/eratosthenes-of-
cyrene

9. An equinoctial experiment https://
hapax.github.io/physics/
mathematics/hacks/eratosthenes/#

10. The Shores of the Cosmic Ocean | 
Carl Sagan's Cosmos Episode 1 Full 
Documentary (HD Remastered) https:/
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/www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-
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11.  How the ancient Greeks proved 
Earth was round over 2,000 years ago 
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-
style/history/ancient-greeks-proved-
earth-round-eratosthenes-alexandria-
syene-summer-solstice-a8131376.
html

12.  How Eratosthenes Measured The 
Earth's Circumference With A Stick In 
240 BCE, At An Astonishing 38,624 
Kilometers https://www.i�lscience.
com/how-eratosthenes-measured-the-
earths-circumference-with-a-stick-in-
240-bce-at-an-astonishing-38624-
kilometers-81692

13. Principal evidence of travels of 
Christopher Columbus httphttps://
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round-eratosthenes-alexandria-syene-
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14. Carl Sagan explains how the 
Ancient Greek knew the earth was 
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shorts/T0f6u39jlRA
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wiki/File:Caspar_David_Friedrich_-_
Wanderer_above_the_Sea_of_Fog.jpeg

7. Hand drawn running horses - 
Freepik 

8. A lush green valley surrounded by 
mountains under a cloudy sky (Brecon 
Beacons), Michael Hamments, 
35mmtodgt on Unsplash

9. Flat design boy silhouette - Freepik

10. Snake, Serpent, Line Art royalty-
free vector graphic. Free for use & 
download. https://pixabay.com/
vectors/snake-serpent-line-art-reptile-
5689577/
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