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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

During the Spring Term you will be making your choices for GCSE.  
 
This booklet is designed to give you further information about the curriculum in Key Stage 
4 and to assist you in your choice of subjects. 
 
 
CURRICLULUM RATIONALE 

 
 

In setting the highest aspirations for our students we aim: 
 

1. To ensure a safe, kind and happy environment for learning, positively promoting 
pupils‟ wellbeing. 

2. To enable all students to reach the highest levels of academic achievement and 
enjoyment by balancing breadth and depth of knowledge in a wide range of 
disciplines.  

3. To enable our students to think independently and to take intellectual risks. 
4. To give all of our students every opportunity to engage with the spiritual, moral and 

cultural dimensions of life and to reflect on their own world view within the context of 
British values.      

5. To provide opportunities for achievement and enjoyment beyond the classroom for 
all. 

6. To provide our students with the skills and attitudes needed to thrive in Higher 
Education and proceed to satisfying careers and fulfilling lives. 

 
 
At Wilson’s Key Stage 3 ends at the end of Year 8 and ‘GCSE Plus’ begins in Year 9, 
prior to a two year A level programme. The curriculum has been designed in this 
way: 
 

1. To make a clear distinction between the Lower School (with its own distinctive ethos 
aimed at ensuring a comfortable transition from primary to secondary school) and 
Key Stage 4.  

2. To give boys a fresh start and set new expectations for them in Year 9 in the 
interests of their personal development and wellbeing. 

3. To enable pupils to make exceptionally strong progress as a result of significant 
deepening of core knowledge over seven years.  

4. To allow study in greater depth of a small number of subjects for which pupils have 
the greatest aptitude, whilst maintaining a language and Humanities qualification for 
all.  

5. So that pupils can be taught in smaller groups in a range of subjects and given 
access to even greater levels of expertise in the sciences: Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.  

6. To enable the school to develop boys‟ wider cultural knowledge as a core part of 
the curriculum. 

7. To enable a smooth transition to advanced level study, keeping our highly able 
pupils stimulated and challenged and enabling them to meet their potential. 
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 
 
 
You will study a total of 11 GCSE subjects. It is important that your workload is 
manageable to allow you to continue to pursue other interests and so students are not 
permitted to exceed this number. GCSE R.E. is examined at the end of Year 10. 
 
 The Compulsory Curriculum Options 

 
 English and English Literature Art & Design 
 Mathematics Business  
 Biology AS Design & Technology (invitation only) 
 Chemistry Geography 
 Physics History 
 Religious Education Latin 
 German or French  Music 
 PE and Games Physical Education 
 Cultural and political studies  Spanish (as a second language) 
 PSHE  
 Computing enrichment  
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SUBJECT CHOICES 
 
 
It is important that you keep as many options open as possible, and you should bear in 
mind what you might want to study at A Level.  At this early stage considering yourself as 
a „scientist‟ or a „humanities‟ pupil is very unhelpful, as combinations of these subjects will 
be encouraged right up to A Level, and universities will be looking for pupils with breadth 
as well as depth in their choice of subjects.  
 
In making your choices seek advice from your parents, teachers and friends, but 
remember that the choice and the work will be down to you. 
 
Your choice should be based on: 
 

 What is available; 

 Which subjects you enjoy deepening your knowledge of; 

 What you are progressing well in;  

 What you might need for future study and careers. 
 
You might have difficulty deciding which subjects to choose and be reluctant to opt for one 
course at the expense of another.  It is therefore important to check which subjects can be 
studied in the Sixth Form without a GCSE background and which cannot.  The curriculum 
is subject to annual review. 
 
In the first instance, where possible, look into the content of the course and the knowledge 
you will develop.  A summary of each course can be found in this booklet. You will have an 
opportunity to talk to other pupils about their experience of the subjects on the Speed 
Options Day, which will take place on Friday 1 February 2019.   
 
Your parents will have views and it is important that you listen to their advice.  Your 
teachers will know your strengths and weaknesses and how much you are likely to enjoy 
deepening your knowledge in their subject – so do ask them as well!  But remember, it has 
to be your choice!  So listen to advice, think about it seriously and then choose your own 
GCSE courses. 
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CAREERS ADVICE AT WILSON’S 
 
 
The careers programme in Year 8 will be based around PSHE, Careers Investigations and 
the Speed Options event.  The programme is designed to give you introductory information 
about a wide range of different careers. 
 
Some careers do require certain subjects.  However, our requirements for all pupils to 
study three sciences and a language mean that, at this stage, it is unlikely that any specific 
career would be excluded through option choices. 
 
You will be following the programme shown below.  By using the careers software, 
Careerscape and KUDOS, you will be able to find out more about possible future careers.  
It will also be possible for you to access this software at home after the PSHE sessions in 
school. 
 
 

 
PSHE Career Advice Programme for the Spring Term 
 

Career matching 
using software 

 Using the Kudos programme, you will answer questions 
about your likes/dislikes.  The programme then establishes a 
list of possible career matches to your profile. 

 The list can be saved electronically for you to come back to 
later.  

Research into 
careers 

 Using the Careerscape programme, you will then research 
10 careers from your chosen matches 

 You will need to answer questions about these careers such 
as what it involves, qualifications needed etc. and fill in a 
table detailing your research. 

Sharing research 
on careers 

 PSHE Teachers will ask you to feed back on your research 
into selected careers. 

 This will involve discussion of a wide range of careers 
across the form group. 

Senior staff 
interview 

 All students have a meeting with a senior member of staff to 
discuss their options and answer questions about particular 
careers. 

Speed Options 
event 

 You will be able to ask quick fire questions of Year 10 pupils 
about different GCSE options during an organised event. 

Feedback on 
Speed Options 
event 

 You will feed back to the class what you found out about 
different subjects at the event which should prompt some 
discussion 

 
Please be aware that by the end of Year 11 you might have very different career 
aspirations and interests to now.  Fortunately the core subjects will help you to keep your 
options open and so this is not something that should worry you. 
 
The following pages describing the GCSE courses have been drawn up by Heads of 
Department to help you decide which subjects are best suited to your abilities and 
interests.  They will answer your questions on the content and structure of the course, the 
balance between examinations and controlled assessment requirements and, most 
importantly, the interest and relevance of the subject itself for you. 
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A NOTE TO PARENTS 
 
This is the first opportunity that your son has had to make real decisions about what he 
studies at school.  It is therefore vital that he is allowed to take this step and begin to take 
responsibility for his learning, and so your role should now be one of advisor. We cannot 
second-guess what the future holds in terms of employment and career opportunities, but 
we can be sure that flexibility and a broad and well-balanced education will be crucial in 
giving your son the best start possible.  The compulsory elements of the curriculum offered 
by Wilson‟s will provide your son with this breadth and balance. 
 
There will be an opportunity to meet with subject staff at the Year 8 Parents‟ Evening 
which will take place on 14 March 2019 and if you are in any doubt about the suitability of 
a particular GCSE course for your son, then we would advise you to prioritise staff 
appointments with this in mind. 
 
Below is a timetable of the process for Option choices and some notes for parents to bear 
in mind when filling in the form: 
 
 
1 Parents‟ Information Evening - 15 January 2019 
 
2 Preliminary Options form issued – 1 February 2019 
 

 Choose 3 GCSE subjects from the preliminary option choice list. 
 

 Every effort will be made to accommodate the chosen subjects, but some 
choices may not be possible if there are insufficient numbers opting for them.  
Generally classes will require a minimum of 15 pupils in order for the course to 
be available. 

 

 Entry on to a second modern foreign language course will be dependent on 
criteria relating to performance in Year 8. 

 
3 Preliminary Options form returned to school by 11 February 2019 at the latest. 
 
4 Parents‟ Evening – 14 March 2019 
 
5 Final Options form issued – 15 March 2019 
 
6 Final Options form returned to school – 18 March 2019 
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CORE CURRICULUM 

 
 

ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
Board:  AQA Specification code: English Language 8700 
 Specification code: English Literature 8702 
 
In Years 9-11, pupils study English for six hours per fortnight. Pupils undertake a range of 
writing tasks, including narrative and descriptive writing, and writing to argue and 
persuade.  They read increasingly challenging fiction, literary non-fiction, drama and poetry 
texts from a range of periods and genres, and learn how to approach unseen material. 
Pupils are also assessed on a range of speaking and listening skills.  Pupils are expected 
to read widely in their own time, in addition to reading the texts they study at school, and 
are encouraged to take part in competitions and clubs, such as creative writing, debating, 
poetry writing and essay writing.  Pupils are frequently also given the opportunity to attend 
theatre productions. 
 
English Language and English Literature are awarded as two separate GCSEs and are 
assessed by terminal examinations.  The speaking and listening element of GCSE English 
Language is assessed internally; it does not contribute to a pupil‟s overall grade, but the 
result does appear on each pupil‟s examination transcript as a separate endorsement. 
 
GCSE English Language 
 
The GCSE English Language course is assessed by two terminal examinations, each of 
which lasts for 1 hour 45 minutes and counts for 50% of each pupil‟s final grade.  Both 
exams are divided into a reading section and a writing section; they require pupils to 
respond to unseen literary and non-fiction texts, and to produce descriptive or narrative 
writing, and writing that presents a viewpoint. 
 
GCSE English Literature 
 
The GCSE English Literature course is also assessed by two terminal examinations: one 
of 1 hour 45 minutes, which counts for 40% of each pupil‟s final grade, and another of 2 
hours 15 minutes, which counts for 60% of each pupil‟s final grade.  In the shorter paper, 
pupils answer questions on a Shakespeare play and a nineteenth-century novel that they 
have studied; in the longer paper, pupils answer questions on a modern novel or play they 
have studied, as well as on both prepared and unseen poems. 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
Board:  Edexcel Specification Code:   1MA1 
 
 
The GCSE mathematics course builds on the core concepts which pupils have studied in 
Years 7 and 8. The key subject areas are: 
 

 Number, 

 Algebra, 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change,  

 Geometry, 

 Measures, probability and statistics. 
 
Pupils also continue to develop their skills in using and applying mathematics by 
completing investigations and maths challenge questions.   
 
In our GCSE Plus scheme of work, all students are exposed to work that extends and 
enriches the curriculum beyond the normal GCSE including work from the further maths 
GCSE and advanced algebra that acts as a bridge to studying maths at A- level.  
 
All pupils are prepared for the higher tier GCSE examination and are assessed by three 
terminal examinations; one non-calculator paper and two calculator papers.   
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SCIENCE 
 
 

All pupils in Years 9-11 are taught Biology, Chemistry and Physics as distinct elements of 
Science, studying each science for four lessons per fortnight.  Experimental activities are 
undertaken in all three sciences.  These activities develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that pupils need to work scientifically and will be examined as part of the 
examination papers in the summer of Year 11.  
 
Working scientifically encompasses a range of skills within four key areas: 

 
1 Development of scientific thinking 
2 Experimental skills and strategies 
3 Analysis and evaluation 
4 Scientific vocabulary, quantities, units, symbols and nomenclature 

 
 
BIOLOGY 
 
Board: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Biology  Specification Code:   1BI0 
 
The content for the new GCSE Biology specification will cover the following topics: 
 

1 Overarching concepts in biology 
2 Cells and control 
3 Genetics 
4 Natural selection and genetic modification 
5 Health, disease and the development of medicines 
6 Plant structures and their functions 
7 Animal coordination, control and homeostasis 
8 Exchange and transport in animals 
9 Ecosystems and material cycles  

 
 
CHEMISTRY 
 
Board: Edexcel Specification Code:   1CH0 
 
The content for the new GCSE Chemistry specification will cover the following topics: 
 

1 Key concepts in Chemistry 
2 States of matter and mixtures 
3 Chemical changes 
4 Extracting metals and equilibria 
5 Separate Chemistry 1 
6 Groups in the periodic table 
7 Rates of reaction and energy changes 
8 Fuels and Earth Science 
9 Separate Chemistry 2 
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PHYSICS 
 
Board: Edexcel Specification Code:   1PH0 

 

The content for the GCSE Physics specification covers the following topics: 
 

1 Key concepts of physics 
2 Motion and forces 
3 Conservation of energy  
4 Waves  
5 Light and the electromagnetic spectrum 
6 Radioactivity 
7 Astronomy 
8 Energy – forces doing work 
9 Forces and their effects 
10 Electricity and circuits 
11 Static electricity 
12 Magnetism and the motor effect 
13 Electromagnetic induction 
14 Particle model 
15 Forces and matter 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Board: AQA Specification Code: 8061 

 

By the end of Year 8 all pupils have completed their first year of the three year course 
towards achieving a GCSE in Religious Education. In Years 9 and 10 they continue to 
work towards sitting their GCSE at the end of Year 10. We follow the course on Islam, 
Christianity & Applied Ethics offered by AQA (AQA Religious Studies A). Students will be 
challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them 
to develop their own values and attitudes towards ethical and religious issues.  The aim of 
the unit is to enable candidates to develop their analytical and critical thinking skills, the 
ability to work with abstract ideas and come to their own reasoned response on the topics 
covered. The GCSE will be assessed by two terminal examinations and each exam is an 
hour and 45 minutes.     
 
Key topics include: 

 Islam: Key Beliefs and Authority 
 Islam: Practices 
 Christianity: Key Beliefs and Jesus Christ & salvation 
 Christianity: Practices 
 Theme A: Relationships and families 
 Theme B: Religion and Life  
 Theme C: The existence of God and Revelation 
 Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict 
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 

 
GERMAN 

 
Board:  AQA Specification Code:  8668 
 

 
Languages are needed in all kinds of jobs such as computing, customer services, 
engineering, finance and media.  Languages open doors – to travel, to meeting people, 
and to new experiences.  With Germany the largest country in the European Union, 
German is more sought after than any other language by employers.  Studying German at 
GCSE will ensure you are regarded as an academic and well-rounded pupil and will 
provide you with a strong head start in today‟s competitive markets. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
In summary, for modern foreign languages: 

 The four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing will be equally weighted 
at 25%. 

 Reading, speaking, writing and listening will be externally assessed exams. 

 There is a requirement to enter all skills at the same tier. 
 
What activities can I expect to do in this subject as part of the learning and 
assessment? 
You will learn about topical, social and cultural issues and interests which affect young 
people in the countries where the language is spoken.  You will be equipped with the 
vocabulary and grammar skills required to understand and communicate in a range of 
everyday situations.  You will be tested on your ability to speak, listen, read and write 
about these topics. 
All pupils will be given the opportunity to spend a week in Germany. 
 
The future: What A levels, careers and university courses does this link to? 
German works brilliantly as a subject on its own at A level or University if you would like to 
specialise, or combine it with other subjects.  Languages allow pupils to work or study 
abroad, even if they are not your main subject.  All careers can be enhanced by the ability 
to speak languages.  A language can make your job more exciting, more varied and will 
give you more opportunities to travel.   
 
Is there anything else I need to know? 
Languages are not about being perfect or getting 10 out of 10.  Learning to communicate 
in another language means it is OK to make mistakes in order to improve.  Many adults 
regret not being able to speak a foreign language well.  Make sure you do not become one 
of them! 
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FRENCH 
 

Board: AQA Specification Code:   8658 
 
 
Why study this subject? 
Languages are needed in all kinds of jobs such as computing, customer services, 
engineering, finance and media. Languages open doors – to travel, to meeting people, and 
to new experiences.  With 65,000,000 French speakers in the world across three 
continents, it is easy to see why French is still one of the most popular languages to study. 
Studying French at GCSE will ensure you are regarded as an academic and well-rounded 
pupil and this will provide you with a strong head start in today‟s competitive markets. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
In summary, for modern foreign languages: 

 The four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing will be equally weighted 
at 25%. 

 Reading, speaking, writing and listening will be externally assessed exams. 

 There is a requirement to enter all skills at the same tier. 
 
What activities can I expect to do in this subject as part of the learning and 
assessment? 
You will learn about topical, social and cultural issues and interests which affect young 
people in the countries where the language is spoken.  You will be equipped with the 
vocabulary and grammar skills required to understand and communicate in a range of 
everyday situations.  You will be tested on your ability to speak, listen, read and write 
about these topics.   
All pupils will be given the opportunity to spend a week in France. 
 
The future: What A levels, careers and university courses does this link to? 
French works brilliantly as a subject on its own at A level or University if you would like to 
specialise, or combine it with other subjects.  Languages allow pupils to work or study 
abroad, even if they are not your main subject.  All careers can be enhanced by the ability 
to speak languages.  A language can make your job more exciting, more varied and will 
give you more opportunities to travel.   
 
Is there anything else I need to know? 
Languages are not about being perfect or getting 10 out of 10.  Learning to communicate 
in another language means it is OK to make mistakes in order to improve.  Many adults 
regret not being able to speak a foreign language well.  Make sure you do not become one 
of them! 
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PE and GAMES 
 
Pupils will take part in a wide variety of Sports within both PE and Games lessons.  In the 
Winter and Spring terms, they can participate in football, rugby, badminton, basketball, 
table tennis and fitness.  
 
In the first half of the Summer Term the main sports that the pupils will participate in will be 
athletics and cricket.  In the second half of the term, pupils will be involved in House 
Competitions in their Games afternoons. 
 

 

CULTURAL and POLTICAL STUDIES  
 
We are committed to developing the cultural and political knowledge of our students 
regardless of the options they choose for GCSE. Such wider knowledge, alongside the 
ability to speak confidently in a wide range of situations is essential for the leaders of 
tomorrow.  All pupils in Key Stage 4 will follow a course as part of the timetable which will 
challenge them in a range of ways. 
 
 

COMPUTING ENRICHMENT 
 
All pupils in Key Stage 4 will also undertake a bespoke course in Computing at some 
stage across Years 9-11. 
 
 

PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education) 
 

The boys follow a PSHE programme of a one hour lesson per fortnight, which will also 
include elements of SRE 
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CURRICULUM CHOICES 
 

 
ART AND DESIGN 

 
 

Board:  EdExcel Specification Code:   1AD0 
 
Art is the only completely practical subject offered at Wilson‟s.  The Art GCSE is an 
important step in the ladder of progressing from A level Art to degree level courses such 
as Architecture and other Art and Design courses. 
 
The GCSE in Art and Design allows for experimentation and innovation.  The syllabus 
allows for a broad approach to using specialist materials and investigations can follow a 
personal nature.  2D design, 3D design and digital media are all built into the course 
helping pupils to specialise in areas that are best suited to them. 
 
Proposed Assessment Objectives - each with equal weighting of 25%  
 
AO1:  Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources, 

demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding 
AO2:  Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate 

media, materials, techniques and processes. 
AO3:  Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions as work 

progresses. 
AO4:  Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of visual language. 
 
During the three years of the course, there will be several visits to museums and galleries, 
as well as a creative digital workshop day at Canon UK.  There are no essays required but 
sketchbooks need to be annotated. 
 
The new GCSE will cover a range of activities and in-depth assignments.  You will have 
the opportunity to experiment with different media in order to explore your strengths and 
preferences.  There will be a wide range of options within the different endorsements, or 
you may choose to work in several areas.  Whatever you choose, the main aim of the 
course is to develop your visual language skills and for you to build a comprehensive 
portfolio of work to progress to further courses. 
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BUSINESS 

Board: OCR  
 

The GCSE in Business is an exciting option that uses real life case studies and activities in 

conjunction with business theories to solve problems.  The subject involves looking at a 

range of problems a business has to solve and the decisions it has to make.   

These decisions relate to six key areas - 

 

Business activity Influences on business Business operations 

 The role of 
entrepreneurship and the 
dynamic nature of business  

 The importance of a 
business plan  

 The types of business 
ownership  

 Business aims and 
objectives  

 Methods of business 
growth 

 The impact of the economic 
climate on businesses  

 How technology influences 
business activity  

 The impact of ethical and 
environmental considerations 
on businesses  

 The impact of globalisation 
on businesses 

 The impact of legislation on 
businesses  

 

 The factors influencing 
business location 

 The impact of different 
types of production 
processes on 
businesses  

 The concept of quality 
and its importance to a 
business 

 The sales process and 
the importance to 
businesses of providing 
good customer service 

Finance Marketing Human resources 

 Sources of business 
finance  

 The concept of revenue, 
costs, profit and loss, 
including gross and net 
profit ratios  

 The importance of cash to 
a business  

 The use of financial 
information in 
understanding business 
performance and making 
business decisions  

 How businesses use 
segmentation to target 
customers  

 The purpose and methods 
of market research 

 The marketing mix - price, 
product, promotion and 
place - and how these 
elements work together  

 How the marketing mix is 
used to inform and 
implement business 
decisions  

 How and why 
businesses have 
different organisational 
structures 

 How businesses recruit 
people  

 The importance of 
retaining and motivating 
employees  

 How and why 
businesses train and 
develop their employees  

 

During the three year course, the subject currently offers a number of exciting enrichment 

activities, which run alongside other work related learning competitions offered by the 

school.  In Year 9, pupils will be involved in a mini share project where they invest a 

fictional £100,000 into the stock market.  The skills learnt are then put to excellent use in 

Year 10 where pupils will enter the national Student Investor competition.  We also enrich 

the three year course with an understanding of some GCSE Level Economics.  This 

enables a more informed choice about studying Economics at A Level to be made. 

 

Careers 

GCSE Business provides a solid platform for pupils wishing to continue the subject area in 

A Level Economics.  A very high proportion of Wilson‟s pupils go on to study Economics or 

Business at university as both subjects are a useful starting point for a wide range of 

university courses and careers.  
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ADVANCED LEVEL DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY (Invitation only) 

 

Course: Product Design AS-level • Board: OCR 

The Product Design DT AS-level is a Level 3 advanced subsidiary qualification. Entry onto the course is by 
invitation only for pupils who have demonstrated excellent diligence and a proven aptitude for the subject 
across years 7 and 8.  Places on the course are limited. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

The course will help you develop an understanding of Product Design following an iterative design process.  
The course in design and technology is designed to enable students to:  

 develop and sustain their creativity and innovative practice;  

 develop a critical understanding of the influences of the processes and products of design and 
technological activities from a contemporary and historical perspective;  

 draw on a range of skills and knowledge from other subject areas including mathematics and 
science, to inform decisions in design and the application or development of technology;  

 draw on and apply knowledge, understanding and skills of production processes to a range of design 
and technology activities; 

 develop an understanding of contemporary design and technology practices;  

 use ICT and information handling skills to enhance their design and technological capability.  
 
During the course, you will cover the following: 

Unit Content 

H006/01: 
The principles 
of Product 
Design  

Theory content relevant to product design and including: 
Identifying requirements, learning from existing products and practice, considerations of the 
wider user, communicating design thinking, material and component considerations, 
technical understanding, manufacturing processes and techniques, viability of wider 
solutions and health & safety.  

H006/02: 

Product 
Development  

A non-examined „Product Development‟ task that will be user centred and deliver iterative 
improvements to an existing product.  

 The focus of a „Product Development‟ that will focus on a range of domestic, 
commercial and industrial contexts.  

 Disassembly, testing and comparison of similar products, components and materials.  

 Communicating with users and wider stakeholders to support the development of a 
product.  

 Constructional requirements of any iterative design solutions to be explored using 
different media, such as hand drawn sketches and modelling.  

 The use of CAD/CAM and image manipulation software and their appropriate use in 
modelling, experimenting and prototyping.  

 
EXAMINATIONS 

You will take your AS-level exams at the end of Year 11 based upon the content covered during the 3 
years of the course and comprising the following: 

Level  Unit Method of Assessment Weighting 

AS-
level 

Principles of 
Product 

Design (01) 
90 marks 

This paper contains five sets of questions that cover the full scope of 
examined content. Learners will be required to: 

 analyse existing products 

 demonstrate applied mathematical skills 

 apply their technical knowledge and understanding of materials, 
product functionality, manufacturing processes and techniques 

 demonstrate their understanding of design thinking and wider 
social, moral and environmental issues. 

1 hour 45 minutes written paper. 

50%  

AS-
level 

Product 
Development 

(02, 03) 
90 marks 

Learners will be required to undertake a „product development‟ in 
response to a given context. 
The contexts are released on 1 June of Year 10. 
Approx. 45 hours non-exam assessment. 

50%  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
Board:  AQA Specification Code:   8035 
 
„Geography matters – the planet will still be here when the politicians are long gone‟  
 
We follow the AQA Geography syllabus, which is available at www.aqa.org.uk   
 
There are three examinations in Geography. All of these are taken at the end of Year 11.  
 
 
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 
 

Written exam – 1 hour 30 minutes – 88 marks – 35% weighting. 
 
Section A: The Challenge of the natural hazards (earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
tropical storms, extreme weather in the UK, climate change) 
  
Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK (coasts, rivers) 
 
Section C: The Living World (ecosystems, tropical rainforests, hot deserts) 
 

   
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
 

Written exam – 1 hour 30 minutes – 88 marks – 35% weighting. 
 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges (population, urbanisation, sustainability) 
 
Section B: The changing economic world (development) 
 
Section C: The challenge of resource management (food, water, energy) 
 

 
Paper 3: Geographical applications 
 

Written exam – 1 hour – 76 marks – 30% weighting 
 
Section A: Issue evaluation – based on material pre-released from March of Year 
11 
 
Section B: Fieldwork – based on two enquiries undertaken as part of the fieldwork 
 

 
Geographical skills are assessed in all three papers. 
 
Outside the classroom:  
 
We plan to run urban (Stratford) and coastal (Herne Bay) fieldwork in Years 10 and 11 as 
well as a trip to support the study of sustainable living and resource management in Year 9. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 18 

HISTORY 
 
Board:  WJEC Specification Code:  C100QS  
 
 
There are four examinations in GCSE History. All of these are taken at the end of Year 11. 
We follow the WJEC (eduqas) History syllabus, which is available at 
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/ 
 
Component 1: Studies in Depth: 
British Study 1B. The Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603 e.g. government, rich and poor, 

entertainment, religion, Spanish Armada etc. 
 
Non-British Study 1G. Germany in Transition, 1919-1939 e.g. WW1, Weimar Republic, 

Hitler‟s rise to power, Nazis consolidation, economic, social and racial 
policy, terror, foreign policy etc. 

 
Written examinations: 2 hours (split into two papers of 1 hour duration each) - 50% of 
qualification. 
 
Component 2: Studies in Breadth: 
 
Period Study 2A. The Development of the USA, 1929-2000 e.g. Great 

Depression, WW2, Civil Rights, Kennedy, Watergate, youth culture 
and pupil protest, Cold War etc. 

 
Thematic Study 2E. Changes in Crime and Punishment, c.500 to the present day* 

e.g. causes and types of crime; law enforcement; combating and 
punishment of crime; changing attitudes toward crime and punishment 
over time etc. 

 
* The requirement to study an historic site is part of the Thematic Study.  For 
assessment in 2020/2021, the nominated historic site connected to changes in 
Crime and Punishment is Botany Bay: the settlement of criminals in New South 
Wales in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.    

 
Written examinations: 2 hours (split into two papers of 45 minutes for the Period Study and 
1 hour 15 minutes for the Thematic Study) - 50% of qualification. 
 
 
The GCSE plus programme is an interesting course which helps pupils to learn more 
about the history of Britain and that of the wider world.  The study of history at GCSE 
should inspire pupils to deepen their understanding of the people, periods and events 
studied and enable them to think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, make informed 
decisions and develop perspective and judgement.  This, in turn, will prepare them for a 
role as informed, thoughtful and active citizens.  The discipline of history and a knowledge 
and understanding of the past will also help them to understand their own identity and 
significant aspects of the world in which they live, and provide them with the basis for 
further wider learning and study. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/
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LATIN 

Board: EDUQAS Entry Code: C990PA 
 

This is a continuation course to GCSE and is available to those who have studied Latin to 
a good standard in Year 8.  Those who are successful in this subject may go on to study 
AS and A level in the Sixth Form.   
 
There are also many good Classics courses at Universities, including Oxford and 
Cambridge. 
 
The work in Years 9, 10 and 11 is, at first, based on the Cambridge Latin Course and 
leads to the EDUQAS examination, which consists of four papers.  There is no controlled 
assessment – something to consider when balancing your subject choices.   
 
Paper 1 consists of unprepared comprehension and translation.  This tests command of 
the language by means of a story in Latin, which has a graduated series of questions to 
be answered in English.  Some questions involve passages of about five lines for 
translation into English. The language paper is based on a guaranteed word list, which 
you will be using from the very start of Year 9. 
 
Papers 2 and 3 consist of Latin texts.  These will be a mixture of poetry and prose, 
including elements of history, politics, mythology, love and war.  The texts are specified in 
advance and studied from Year 9 onwards.  By Year 11, you will know them very well.  
Extracts from these passages will appear in the exam paper, with questions on their 
meaning, interpretation, appreciation and background.  
 
The reading in Years 9, 10 and 11, especially the Latin texts, is a superb experience for all 
pupils, who are given the opportunity of reading for themselves the works of classic 
Roman authors such as Ovid, Virgil, Petronius and Tacitus.  The passages are chosen for 
their variety and richness of intrinsic interest: from the scandal surrounding Nero's murder 
of his mother; from the myths of Daedalus and Icarus or the wanderings of Aeneas to the 
intensely personal and passionate love poetry of Catullus.  To be able to read these 
stories in the original language is an enriching experience of lifelong benefit. 
 
Above all, prospective pupils of Latin GCSE should be curious, ambitious, enthusiastic 
people.  For as Cicero writes, “For no other subject bestows upon the pupil such noble 
and elevated natural gifts, such reasonable and liberal employment of the mind: other 
occupations are not suited to every time, nor to every age or place; but these studies are 
the food of youth, the delight of old age; the ornament of prosperity, the refuge and 
comfort of adversity; a delight at home, and no hindrance abroad; they are companions by 
night, and in travel, and in the country, for the whole of life.” 
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MUSIC 

 
Board: Edexcel Specification Code: 1MU0    

 
Performance 
Pupils will be required to perform one solo piece and one ensemble piece on an 
instrument or voice. The combined duration of both performances must exceed 4 minutes. 
 
Time will be given in lessons to prepare for this but it is expected that candidates should 
be practising regularly at home and receive lessons from a professional tutor.  They will be 
expected to perform in GCSE soloist and ensemble evenings, participate in performances 
throughout the year and take part in at least one teacher-led school ensemble.  
 
Composition 
Pupils will be required to submit two compositions.  Each composition must be in a 
contrasting style. The combined duration of both compositions must exceed 4 minutes. 
 
During the course candidates will be expected to produce a composition each term.  Each 
composition will be in a different style.  At present, as part of the GCSE plus programme, 
Wilson‟s GCSE musicians compose in styles including: classical music from 1750-1820; 
popular music; musical theatre.  In the last year of the course, pupils write and submit two 
compositions. One composition will be a free composition (and the candidate can choose 
from which style and Area of Study this composition comes), and one must be a 
composition to a set brief that is published by the examining body at the beginning of year 
11. The composition process will be heavily influenced by the guidance of their teacher, 
and candidates will often be encouraged to focus on compositional styles with which they 
were particularly successful throughout the course. Both compositions must be based on 
musical traits found in different areas of study, listed below. 
 
As part of the composition process, pupils are encouraged to listen to a wide variety of 
music from the genre concerned.  
 
Listening and Appraising 
Pupils will be assessed on their knowledge of four different areas of study: 
 

 Instrumental Music, including works by Bach and Beethoven 

 Vocal Music, including classical pieces by Purcell and pop music by Queen  

 Music for Stage and Screen, including film music from Star Wars and musical 
theatre from Wicked 

 Fusions, including music influenced by African and Celtic traditions, and Brazilian 
samba 
 

The aim of the new GCSE plus Music programme will be to foster a greater understanding 
of music through a direct experience of the creative processes involved.  The music 
course is taught in a very practical manner and in addition to the above will involve 
extension activities, which will examine music technology and place an even greater 
emphasis on performance and composition.  There will be concert opportunities in which 
all pupils will be expected to take part.  In a number of units, pupils will go beyond the 
required level for GCSE and will cover some of the AS Level course material. 
 

All candidates studying GCSE music must be learning an instrument (which includes 
voice).  They are also expected to take part in at least one co-curricular activity and take 
part in any musical activities, which are deemed to be beneficial for the pupil. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
Board:  EdExcel Specification Code:  1PE0 
 
The EdExcel Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Physical Education consists of two externally-
examined papers and two non-examined assessment components. 
Components 1 and 2 will be assessed in May/June when in Year 11.  Components 3 and 4 
may be assessed at any point during the course with moderation in Year 11. 
 

Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems (Component code: 1PE0/01) 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes (36% of the qualification - 90 marks) 
Content overview  
● Topic 1:Applied anatomy and physiology  ● Topic 2:Movement analysis 
● Topic 3:Physical training    ● Topic 4:Use of data 
Assessment overview  
The assessment consists of multiple-choice, short-answer, and extended writing 
questions.  Pupils must answer all questions.  

 

Component 2: Health and Performance (Component code: 1PE0/02) 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes (24% of the qualification - 70 marks) 
Content overview  
● Topic 1:Health, fitness and well-being   ● Topic 2:Sport psychology 
● Topic 3:Socio-cultural influences   ● Topic 4:Use of data 
Assessment overview  
The assessment consists of multiple-choice, short-answer, and extended writing 
questions.  Pupils must answer all questions. 

 

Component 3: Practical Performance (Component code: 1PE0/03) 

Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated (30% of the 
qualification - 90 marks (30 marks per activity)) 
Content overview  
● Skills during individual and team activities  ● General performance skills 
Assessment overview 
The assessment consists of pupils completing three physical activities from a set list.  
One must be a team activity.  One must be an individual activity.  The final activity can be 
a free choice.  
Pupils will be assessed against set assessment criteria found in the Pearson Edexcel 
Level1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Physical Education practical performance assessment 
guide document on our website.  Each activity can last up to 12 hours.  These will be 
assessed by the teacher and moderated by Pearson. 

 

Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) (Component code: 1PE0/04) 

Non-examined assessment: internally marked and externally moderated (10% of the 
qualification - 20 marks)  
Content overview  

 Aim and planning analysis  
 Carrying out and monitoring the PEP  
 Evaluation of the PEP 

Assessment overview  
The assessment consists of pupils producing a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), 
and will require pupils to analyse and evaluate their performance.  These will be 
assessed by the teacher and moderated by the exam board. 
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SPANISH 

 
Board:  AQA Specification Code:  8698 

 
Please note that this course is targeted at those who are opting for a second 
language.  Pupils will be starting this subject from the very start in Year 9 and must 
therefore have a strong aptitude for Languages. 
 
Why study this subject? 
Languages are needed in all kinds of jobs such as computing, customer services, 
engineering, finance and media. Languages open doors to travel, to meeting people, and 
to new experiences. With over 320 million native Spanish speakers in Europe and 
America, it is easy to see why the demand for Spanish is so great. Studying Spanish at 
GCSE will ensure you are regarded as an academic and well-rounded pupil. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
In summary, for modern foreign languages: 

 The four skills of Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing will be equally weighted 
at 25%. 

 Reading, speaking, writing and listening will be externally assessed exams. 

 There is now a requirement to enter all skills at the same tier. 
 
What activities can I expect to do in this subject as part of the learning and 
assessment? 
You will learn about topical, social and cultural issues and interests which affect young 
people in the countries where the language is spoken.  You will be equipped with the 
vocabulary and grammar skills required to understand and communicate in a range of 
everyday situations. You will be tested on your ability to speak, listen, read and write about 
these topics. 
All pupils will be given the opportunity to spend a week in Spain. 
 
The future: What A levels, careers and university courses does this link to? 
Spanish works brilliantly as a subject on its own at A level or University if you would like to 
specialise, or combine it with other subjects.  Languages allow pupils to work or study 
abroad, even if they are not your main subject.  All careers can be enhanced by the ability 
to speak languages. A language can make your job more exciting, more varied and will 
give you more opportunities to travel.   
 
Is there anything else I need to know? 
Languages are not about being perfect or getting 10 out of 10.  Learning to communicate 
in another language means it is OK to make mistakes in order to improve.  Many adults 
regret not being able to speak a foreign language, let alone two! 
 

 


