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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Stop, Look, Listen!

The roads are becoming busier again. Pupils 
must take great care to cross carefully. They 
can prove to us that they are self-aware and 
polite by giving a little wave and a smile to 
drivers who let them cross at the zebra cross-
ing outside school!

Looking Ahead

• Wednesday 17 March -1.05 finish for 
students 

• Friday 26 March - Year 9 
      immunisations

• Monday 29 March - Year 8 final 
      options form return

WELCOME BACK (AGAIN)!
Thanks to a committed team effort headed by Mr Engle-
field and Mrs Higgs, the highly organised programme of 
lateral flow testing has gone without a hitch! Parents and 
pupils followed detailed instructions carefully and adhered 
to a tight schedule starting on Monday, 8 March and con-
tinuing as glorious sunshine gave way to wind and rain in 
the middle of the week. All staff and volunteers deserve 
our thanks, but especially Mrs Straw, who definitely had 
the most unenviable duty as a test assistant in the car 
park on Wednesday as zephyrs turned to gusts!

With lessons now underway, teachers are delighted to 
be in their classrooms, welcoming boys back to familiar 
spaces. From Monday, all four catering venues will be 
fully operational and boys will be able to enjoy a much  
larger outdoor seating area, opposite the Sixth Form 
Centre and Foundation Building, with views across the 
playing fields!

This has been a challenging term for everybody, but pu-
pils have adapted to remote teaching with real maturity, 
contributing their usual intelligence and good humour to 
our full timetable of live lessons. The co-curricular timeta-
ble has continued and we are astounded by the number 
of entries for this year’s virtual Young Musician of the Year 
competition, judged by a panel of professional musicians 
from across the UK. We were delighted that the school 
has been listed by School Sport magazine in the Top 100 
Sporting Schools, a huge accolade for our Sports depart-
ment.

The positive reaction to Wellbeing Updates since January 
has been overwhelming; thank you to all those who made 
contributions and especially to Miss Banner, who curat-
ed each edition. We are delighted that we will be able to 
include some similar content from the Wellbeing Updates 
in weekly newsletters in future.

https://wilsons.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/home
https://www.wilsons.school/resources/Menus.pdf
http://www.wilsons.school/resources/Leave-of-Absence-Form.pdf
https://www.wilsons.school/calendar/
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COVID TESTING COMMENCES

The power of reading

If you were to ask people why they enjoy 
reading you would be met with a range of 
responses. For some it is an escape, a chance 
to focus their mind on something other than 
any negative thoughts. It may also act as a 
way of remembering, reminding them of happy 
experiences or memories from childhood. 
Other people may enjoy the exposure to 
different view-points, challenging their percep-
tions or the experience of different worlds that 
reading can offer. Whatever the reason, and 
whatever the genre, reading can help to ele-
vate mood and renew energy. It is also proven 
to strengthen brain connectivity, improve our 
ability to empathise, increase vocabulary and 
comprehension and help ready us for a good 
night’s sleep. While it may feel like we don’t 
have time to read, Mrs Fletcher, Head of En-
glish, vows that this is not true if we prioritise 
it and at the moment we definitely have the 
opportunity to do so. It is also fantastic way to 
unwind without looking at a screen. If you want 
to start reading more, but you are not sure 
where to start, here are some tips.

• Ask friends for recommendations; chances 
are they like similar things to you and can 
give you an honest review of something 
you are likely to enjoy (or not).

• If you try fiction and can’t seem to get on 
with it, try non-fiction instead, or vice-

      versa. Similarly, try a few different genres.

• Short stories are a great option if you find 
it hard to concentrate on a longer storyline.

• Start with a classic and popular novel, or 
check bestseller lists for new and current 
books.

• Set a target to read a short amount every-
day. 

WELLBEING

https://wilsons.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/home
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AND ELSEWHERE IN THE SCHOOL 

https://wilsons.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/home
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OXBRIDGE UPDATE

Students at Wilson’s attain places at a range of universities 
and we are proud of them all. At this time of year, we are par-
ticularly pleased to congratulate students who have received 
offers from Oxford and Cambridge. This year twenty-four boys 
in Year 13 have been offered places in a wide variety of sub-
jects including: Computer Science, Economics, Engineering, 
English, Geography, History, Mathematics, Medicine, Music , 
Natural Science and Physics.

A successful Oxbridge application requires that a student 
demonstrate real dedication to his chosen subject, far beyond 
what is taught in lessons and over a long period of time. What 
is tested in the application process is the intellectual flexibility, 
curiosity and resilience of the candidate, not recall or answers 
learned by heart! Can the candidate apply familiar knowledge 
in unfamiliar contexts? Does he enjoy the intellectual challenge

of divergent questions? Does he demonstrate by his actions 
over time, rather than his words, real commitment to and love 
for the subject? As such you can’t really ‘prepare’ for an ap-
plication once you enter the Sixth Form, instead the boy who 
is thirsty for knowledge and willing to test himself to his intel-
lectual limits is one who will inevitably shine. Even then, the 
application process is highly competitive, with applicants from 
across the world. Not everyone can succeed.

Whether your son is in Year 7, Year 11 or somewhere in be-
tween, we would encourage him to develop areas of interest 
in the subject (or subjects) he loves, by throwing himself into 
wider reading. Not because of a future application to a possi-
ble university, but because it is fun and motivating for bright 
boys to do!

Please consider the following advice as we 
return to school:

• If you live a short distance away, walk or 
cycle to and from school providing it is safe 
to do so.

• Avoid sharing a car with anyone outside of 
your household or support bubble.

• If you are using public transport to get to 
school, plan ahead and allow more time for 
your journey.

When travelling by public transport, don’t forget 
to:

• Wear a face covering (unless you are 
exempt). It is important to wear it for the en-
tirety of your journey, including inside a bus 
or train station.

• Physically distance from others where possi-
ble.

• Wash or sanitise your hands regularly.
• Be considerate to fellow passengers and 

staff.

TRANSPORT
UPDATE

https://wilsons.showmyhomework.co.uk/school/home

