WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2026!
The new academic year is always an exciting one as we
welcome a merry band of new Wilsonians, who join the school
as boys have been doing for over four hundred years. Much
has changed since Edward Wilson wrote the original statutes in
1615, not least the abolition of (anything but carefully controlled)
leaping and the compulsory shooting of the longbow. However, much also remains, in particular the tradition of boys from a
broad range of backgrounds being shaped into kind, hardworking and impressive young men.

As Headmaster I was delighted that the school was once again
listed as one of the highest performing schools (including all
independents) in the country at A level. The reason for my
delight was because of what it signified: that the boys and their
teachers had worked hard and also, crucially, that they were able
to meet their offers and go off to study a wide range of courses
in Britain and around the world. As we tell the boys, one cannot
expect to succeed all of the time, but it is a thrill when we do
and something we should celebrate.
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Looking Ahead
•

Tuesday 17 September - school closed to
students - SET Examination

•

Friday 20 September - EPQ Presentations

•

Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25
September - Food Hub collection

•

Friday 27 September - EPQ Presentations

•

Friday 27 September - New Y7 Parents’
Social Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 2 October - AS Musicians’
Evening (7.00 p.m.)
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Pictured above: Some of our new Year 7 boys.  We look forward to seeing the pictures of them as young gentlemen in 2026!

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Look Up!
According to an AA poll, almost three quarters
of drivers say they often see pedestrians step
into the road, whilst distracted by their phone.
Please talk to your son about his attitude to
road safety and ensuring that he gives his
undivided attention to crossing the busy roads
around school.

Pictured above left:  The former 7C in Wales in 2012-13 and pictured right, the same year group as they prepared to leave Wilson’s in summer
2019.

MUSIC INDUCTION
DAY

OLD WILSONIANS

CHESS NATIONAL
FINALS
Wilson’s chess team came 6th in the National
Finals. Congratulations to the team.

We were delighted to hear from two Old Wilsonians, Will Ries
and Nick Gikas who both graduated from Birmingham Medical
School this summer. Amidst the busy celebrations of the day
they managed to take a photograph for the newsletter. Will
won 3 prizes for outstanding examination results, and Nick was
awarded the prize for psychiatry.
We were delighted to hear of their success.

Round 3 was against Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
Bristol. Patience was the order of the day and
gradually our players started winning, all except
one draw, so our first victory was 5.5 to 0.5.
In the last round we were paired against
Chepstow School, who were seeded below
In July Theo and Aaron (both Year 11 students and pictured beus. Akash drew and our top two boards won.
low) entered the Young Historian Awards 2019, run by the national Tharshan’s victory was a record 136th win for
History Association.
the school. With Ghifari also winning, and Kiran
drawing, we had come 6th in the country. With
Theo was highly commended and awarded a book prize for his
4 members of the team leaving Wilson’s it may
essay: ‘The First World War was a significant catalyst for Native
American civil rights change in the early twentieth century.’ To what be a while before we qualify for the National finals again.  At the prizegiving the team received
extent is this statement valid? Aaron won the competition in his
medals
as well as a chess clock for winning our
category (History Prize for Schools and Colleges: for individual
region.
personal enquiries into Local History) for his work on smuggling
in Hythe, and how this linked to the GCSE Crime and Punishment
course. The judges reported being unanimous in this decision,
and were incredibly impressed with Aaron’s creativity and research. He was awarded a book voucher work £100.

YOUNG HISTORIAN
AWARDS
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The team of 6 players travelled to Uppingham
School to join 15 other teams from around the
country. Tharshan and Aranan (both U6), were
on boards 1 and 2. Board 3 was our youngest
player Henry (Y8) with Kiran (Y11) on board 4.
Two of the first team players were unavailable
so Ghifari and Akash (both U6) kindly stepped
in.  Our first match was a tough fixture against
a strong RGS Newcastle team. Their best four
players were very strong and all won but Ghifari
and Akash spared our blushes by winning and
so we lost 2 – 4. Round 2 was a close match
against Tiffin School,  with Akash and Henry
winning. That left the top 2 boards playing.
Both games were very close and when Aranan
and Tharshan drew, the match was drawn.
But this event did not allow draws. The first tie
break (board count) left us equal but the second tie break (bottom board elimination) went to
Tiffin.  

Huge congratulations to them both on this incredible achievement!

VISIT TO INSTITUTE OF
CANCER RESEARCH
Ten students from Years 11 and 12 recently attended an open
evening at the ICR in central London titled ‘Pioneering treatment – what does the future hold for melanoma and urological
cancers?’. The evening consisted of a series of talks about the
latest clinical research innovations and their implications for
cancer care and treatment. The introduction by Prof. James
Larkin, Consultant Medical Oncologist, set the context by describing the diversity and complexity of cancer and how advances in treatment have seen survival rates increase from 6-9
months following diagnosis of melanoma in 2007, to 4 years
with the latest treatment. Professor David Nicol, Consultant
Urologist and Chief of Surgery, spoke about the latest minimally
invasive surgical procedures, involving the use of the da Vinci
robot to carry out partial nephrectomies and advances in ablation methods to destroy cancerous tissue.
The evening also included talks on advances in radiotherapy,
assessing quality of life in cancer patients and the role and contribution of the research nurse. It finished with a very poignant
and moving talk by a patient described as a ‘walking miracle’,
who gave their perspective on how research changed their life.
The experience was tantamount to attending an international
scientific conference, and certainly provided students with rich
opportunity to broaden and deepen their knowledge considerably beyond specifications. Hopefully, we will see former Wilson’s students in such positions and speaking about their work
and research in the future!
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CITY AND LAW
NETWORKING
Over 60 alumni, parents, year 12 students and staff gathered
at The Travellers Club in Pall Mall on the evening of Thursday
4 July for our inaugural City and Law Networking Event.
Senior figures in  the financial services, legal and insurance
professions were present to offer informal advice and guidance
to Sixth Formers and young Wilsonians and to explain how a
City or legal career might evolve. The event was generously
sponsored by Old Wilsonian, John Nicholson, founder of the
leading family law firm, Turner Nicholson.

GERMAN TRIP
At the end of the Summer Term, 86 Year 9 pupils went to
Cologne to bring their German studies to life. As well as experiencing one of the country’s most important cities, the boys
were also able to enjoy the natural beauty of the Rhine and
Moselle valley. The diverse range of activities included a tour
of a stunning medieval castle, a visit to a chocolate museum,
a picturesque ride in a cable car and a climb to the top of one
of Cologne Cathedral’s iconic towers. The boys were also
given the task of interviewing local shoppers in a market, a
challenge to which they responded superbly. The boys were
great ambassadors for the school and had a thoroughly enjoyable trip.

Adam Smith
Institute Essay
Competition
Tuesday 9 July saw Wilson’s School play
host for the second year running to the Adam
Smith Institute and Wallington County Grammar School as part of the Economics and
Business Department’s university preparation programme for Lower Sixth students.
Students listened to a range of stimulating
lectures and participated in Q&A sessions.
The topics included immigration, the gender
pay gap and the benefits of trade versus aid.
There was much discussion on how free markets can enable economic growth and a more
liberal social environment. The boys were
able to meet members of the society in order
to discuss particular issues in greater depth,
find out about opportunities in the think tank
world and generally network. The Economics
department are grateful to Doctor Eamonn
Butler, Daniel Pryor and all the other visiting
associates of the institute who gave their time
so generously.
The Adam Smith Institute also gave Wilson’s
students a chance to enter an essay competition on how free markets can help society
grow and develop. After much debate it was
agreed that Kaamil (Upper Sixth) with an
essay on trade wars was the worthy winner
amidst a very competitive field. His prize was
a week of work experience with the society
at its London Westminster headquarters. Tim
(Upper Sixth) was placed second and will
receive a selection of ASI publications for his
efforts. Congratulations to both of them. We
look forward to welcoming the Adam Smith
Institute again next year!

BATTLEFIELDS TRIP
During World War One many former Wilson’s students and
former and current staff left England to fight for their country. 108
of them made the ultimate sacrifice and never returned. Each
summer, Year 10 students visit the northern European battlefields where they fought, in order to reflect upon their sacrifice.
The school regards this as part and parcel of being aware and
proud of the heritage of Wilson’s School.
This summer 136 boys and fourteen members of staff travelled
to Belgium and Northern France to visit a number of important
sites where Old Wilsonians are buried or remembered. At Thiepval Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, Miss Riddle and
Mr Burton led boys and staff in a service of remembrance in
memory of Wilsonians who fell in the war and in conflicts since.
A wreath was laid at the Cross of Sacrifice, on behalf of the
boys, staff and governors of Wilson’s School, before students
looked for the names of Old Wilsonians including Rodney Gudge
and Harry Dods (both of the 56th London Division) on the memorial itself. Mr Englefield’s group performed a similar ceremony
at Connaught and laid a wreath at the grave of Private Reginald
Perrott (Old Wilsonian, 8th Battalion East Surrey Regiment).
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Following this, the group continued on to the Newfoundland Memorial Park, Beaumont Hamel, where boys walked the ground
walked by the Canadian Newfoundlander regiment on 1st July
1916. This really gave boys an idea of the scale of the battles,
and just how close the trenches were to each other.
The group stayed overnight just outside Ypres. This enabled
students to witness one of the most long-standing and poignant
acts of remembrance that exists: the Last Post Ceremony. This
unique act of remembrance occurs daily at the Menin Gate. For
a few minutes every evening, this part of the city falls silent as
buglers from the city’s fire brigade sound the Last Post: ‘to commemorate and express the eternal gratitude towards the soldiers
of the British Empire who fought and fell in the defence of the
city and Ypres Salient, saving the independence and freedom
of Belgium.’ This first took place in 1928 and has occurred daily
since, aside for the years when Ypres was occupied by German soldiers during World War Two (when the ceremony was
performed in England instead). When Ypres was liberated on 6
September 1944, the ceremony resumed in Ypres even though
fighting still continued in some parts of the city!  Listening to
the Last Post was a very special experience that impacted both
boys and staff alike.
During their day in Ypres, students visited the Memorial Museum
Passchendaele, Langemark Cemetery and Tyne Cot Cemetery.
Boys focused on a number of key questions including: “How did
weaponry evolve during WW1?” and “What does Langemark
cemetery suggest about the German attitude towards remembrance?” Students were also given a tour of St George’s Chapel in Ypres, where there is a plaque dedicated to the 108 Old
Wilsonians who died during the Great War. The Chapel itself
contains numerous plaques dedicated to schools similar to our
own; a chilling reminder of the very young age of so many who
fought and died.

The Battlefields Trip involves two long days but is a very
rewarding trip for all. It is valuable far beyond merely enriching the GCSE History syllabus. Remembrance of the men
and boys from Wilson’s who died in the Great War is a crucial
part of the wider life of the school. Like students today, those
men were familiar with the school motto ‘Non Sibi Sed Omnibus’ – ‘not for oneself but for all’. In laying down their lives for
their country and their school friends the actions of these men
embody the motto of the school that joins them to us.

FRENCH TRIP
LES VACANCES EN FRANCE!
A group of 88
students in
Year 9 studying French
spent a week
in STELLA
MARIS - Côte
d’Opale from
Monday 8 Thursday 11
July 2019.
The busy
week was
packed with
excursions such as day trips to Etaples,
Boulogne, the Blockhaus d’Eperleques,
Nausicaa Sea life centre , a snail farm, a
boulangerie and of course the annual Volleyball tournament at Le Touquet-Plage!
It was a fantastic opportunity for students
to practise their language skills and learn
more about a different culture in a friendly
and enjoyable environment.

GOLD DofE QUALIFYING EXPEDITION
Over the summer holidays, the current Wilsons’ Year 13
embarked upon their Gold Duke of Edinburgh qualifying
expedition to Wales. They left for Wales on 25 August for the
four full days of trekking in and around the mountainous area
known as the Brecon Beacons.
Their campsites, some would say mere farms, made the
experience somewhat harder. They would know coming into
camp that their daily trek wouldn’t be over until the 500m or
so walk to the nearest restroom. Nevertheless, camping was
always made enjoyable, surrounded by familiar faces — and
with no place to charge mobile phones on two of the four
campsites, they passed a significant amount of time playing
catch.
Little did they know upon arrival that the weather forecast
had been misleading. They were expecting three full days of
sunshine, but it began raining consistently from the second
day. The ground turned to marsh and open access mountainscape became deep bog. Their third day was the longest at
roughly 25km, where the route took them to the tops of Pen y
Fan, Cribyn and Corn Du, three of the highest peaks in South
Wales, although the less than ideal weather conditions quickened their pace considerably!
As the final day dawned, a 13km walk seemed like nothing
to them: their sole aim was to power through and reach their
assessors for the final debrief, after which it was a short walk
to the final campsite, where they were met with warm showers and fish and chips from the accompanying teachers. All
groups this time round passed the expedition; it was another
hugely successful DofE expedition.
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Our thanks go to the accompanying teachers who gave up
their holidays to join the trip.

AUDITIONS!
WILSON’S SCHOOL
SENIOR PRODUCTION
…TO BE REVEALED AT THE AUDITION!

WEDNESDAY 18TH
SEPTEMBER 2019

3.45-5PM
DRAMA STUDIO - F23
OPEN TO YEARS 8-13
SEEKING BOYS AND GIRLS
Rehearsals will only ever take place on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday
(Lunchtime or Afterschool). Frequency of rehearsals depends on the size of
the part. The dates of the performances are 12th, 13th & 14th FEB 2019. All
questions should be made, by email, to Mr Kavanagh (Director of Drama):
bek@wilsonsschool.sutton.sch.uk.

WATERSPORTS TRIP
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69 Y8 students took part in the summer watersports trip to
Spain and once again, the experience did not disappoint!
Activities included snorkelling, kayaking, water skiing, paddle
surfing, beach games and climbing, with the banana boat and
speed boat trip among the favourites. Students will no doubt
have many happy memories of our day out at the water park,
shopping for souvenirs during the evening trip to Tossa de Mar
and the daily serving of the best chips ever, made fresh from
locally sourced potatoes! Students stayed cool with frequent
dips in the sea and swimming pool and ice cream – indeed,
Wilson’s brought a mini economic boom to the ice cream kiosk
on the beach. Thank you to all the students who took part for
their excellent conduct and great company, making it a holiday
to remember for staff and students. Watch out for the premier
of the watersports video coming soon, produced and directed
by Mr Elwood!   

WORLD SENIORS’
BADMINTON
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Wilson’s are pleased to announce that Mr Molyneux, former
Director of Sport at Wilson’s, and his partner, won a bronze
medal in the mens doubles at the World Seniors’ Badminton
Championships in Katowice, Poland. There were over 1700
competitors playing in a range of age groups. In the mens
doubles Mr Molyneux and his partner had a bye in the first
round, played a Swedish pair followed by a Danish pair in the
second round.  In the quarter final they beat a Malaysian pair
in a very tight 3 set match and in the semi final they played
the top Danish pair. This was a close match which they lost,
22-24, 22-20 and 24-26. Mr Molyneux (pictured below, second
from right on the podium) really enjoyed the experience and is
looking forward to going even further next time.

SPORTS DAY
GUEST WINS
GOLD!
Weeks after joining us as special guest for
Sports Day, Old Wilsonian Jacob Paul went
on to win the British 400m hurdles title at
the Muller British Athletics Championships
in Birmingham.   A fast finishing Jacob Paul
(Windsor Slough Eton & Hounslow Athletics
Club) won by one tenth of a second beating the
former World, European and Commonwealth
champion, Dai Greene into second place.
Despite nobody breaking any of Jacob’s seven school records, Sports Day did see many
excellent performances by some potential
future track and field stars. The best individual
performances were Jae-Min (8S), Christopher
(9H), Zayn (10B2) and Jin Woo (11D1). A very
exciting day containing many close races had
to have a winner - Greencoat House. Here are
the results:
1
Greencoat
638
Brecon		
617
2
3
Hayes
601
Datchelor
4
590
Southwark
5
586
Camberwell 577
6
Please use the following link to view the full
interview with Jacob Paul:
https://www.britishathletics.org.uk/british-athletics-tv/jacob-paul-muller-british-athletics-championships/
.

FOOTBALL NEWS

FOOTBALL
REPORT
by Tom, 11S
Wilson’s 2 Vs 1 Tonbridge

Player of the Week

Madani (Year 10) scored a fantastic opening day hatrick in the
U15As big win and, in the same game Dubem and Guy (both
Year 10) contributed two goals each. Seyon (Year 12) was
instrumental for the 1st XI scoring the first goal with a sublime
finish then making the second goal. Player of the week is Jacob DS (Year 11) who put in an impressive performance for the
3rd XI and was rewarded with a hattrick to the start the season.
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Team of the Week

There were three wins from five games on the opening weekend with the 5th XI putting in a battling display to draw 1-1. The
U15A were clinical in beating Tonbridge U16A 9-0 while the 1st
XI were professional in beating a good Tonbridge team 2-1.
Team of the week is the 3rd XI who scored five without reply
against Tonbridge. An excellent display from the team with
some good goals and a cleansheet.

After a hard-working summer of pre-season football, it was
the home side Tonbridge who got the game underway for
Wilson’s 1st XIs highly anticipated first game of the season.
Within minutes Wilson’s had put their training into practise, a
trademark pass from Richard (Year 13) allowing striker Seyon
(Year 12) to slip away from the opposition centre backs and
slot a calm finish past the keeper and into the far corner. 1-0
Wilson’s. Following taking the lead, the team were playing
with great intensity, not allowing the tempo of the game to
drop and piling on the pressure all over the pitch. However,
just minutes later, some sloppy play from Wilson’s led to a
free shot on goal for the Tonbridge centre forward, resulting
in a good finish which managed to evade the safe hands of
goalkeeper Hamish (Year 13). 1-1. The rest
of the half remained the same, an extremely fast game with little composure on
the ball and hard tackles from both teams
across the field. Excellent marking and
good anticipation from right back Guy (Year
12) and central midfielders Taalib (Year 12)
and Nathan (Year 13) meant few opportunities for the home side, and Wilson’s went
in at the break having seen little threat to their goal. Halftime,
1-1.
After an encouraging team talk from Mr
Wells, Wilson’s went back in to dominate
the game. Right winger Yusuf (Year 12)
continued to create chances, which were
not converted, but exerted increasing
amounts of pressure on the Tonbridge defence. Twenty minutes into the second half,
a great ball over the top allowed Seyon to
take the ball past the keeper before lifting
it across the box at a tight angle to the waiting head of Tom
(Year 11). An easy finish into the back of the net for the left
winger after a great run from Seyon. 2-1 Wilson’s. The final
quarter of the game saw dominant centre backs Josh F (Year
13) and Ademola (Year 13) continue to allow the Tonbridge
attack very little hope, while left back Tae (Year 12) kept the
Tonbridge main threat very quiet with excellent defending.
Yusuf continued to create chances by giving the opposition
left back a very tough time, but his attacking partners struggled to convert and couldn’t put the game to bed. With just
minutes to go, Tonbridge gained a free kick in a threatening
position, which was vitally headed behind by Luca (Year 13),
preventing an easy equaliser. The dying minutes of the game
saw great defending from Wilson’s, especially from Richard
replacing the injured captain Josh at centre back. Even those
furthest forward such as winger Yorke (Year 13) got behind
the ball to defend brilliantly, eventually securing an important
victory to start the season. Full time 2-1.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Saturday 7 September
Wilson’s vs. Tonbridge
1st XI		
3rd XI
4th XI
5th XI		
U15A		

won
won
lost
drew
won

2-1
5-0
1-3
1-1
9-0

WOODCOTE
VOUCHERS
The Woodcote Green
Voucher Scheme for
last year has now
closed. If you have
any vouchers at home,
please bring them in by
Friday 20 September.
Their voucher scheme
for this year has just
opened. A 25p voucher is issued for every
£10 spent so please
do ask for these at the
checkout as you buy
any garden plants/
tools/gifts etc.  This will enable us to get
free plants and equipment for the school.
The collecting box for your vouchers in
school is on the reception desk. Vouchers will be issued on all purchases until
31 July next year.
Thank you to all those who have participated in the scheme.

THINKING AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL!
Alongside the fabulous A Level results from the class of
2019, we are thrilled to share the equally excellent results
from our EPQ students. The EPQ, or Extended Project
Qualification, is a rigorous academic qualification that students take alongside the subjects that they are studying in
school. They are expected to produce a 5,000 word essay
which evaluates a debatable topic in an academic field of
interest. Alongside this, they must keep an extensive log
reflecting on the processes of their work, and give a presentation to an audience of their peers. We think this is a
hugely valuable qualification as it not only allows them to
explore their chosen degree subject in greater depth, but
also teaches them some of the academic skills, such as
referencing and engaging with critics, that they require in
their studies at university. This year we had 33 students
who undertook the qualification and we are delighted that
they were recognised for their hard work with 16 of the

students receiving an A grade, and 17 students receiving
an A*. A particular mention must go to the Abhinandan
Chatterjee who received full marks for his work. We had
a wide range of topics covered with such diverse titles as:
“Given the increasingly prevalent threat of antibiotic resistance, is the development and use of new antibiotics, or the
use of bacteriophage therapy the more viable strategy for
the future in treating pathogenic bacterial infections?”, “Is
metropolitan, peripheral or international theory of the most
significance when explaining the cause of decolonisation in
the Gold Coast? and “Should Heart of Darkness by Joseph
Conrad be seen as racist or progressive for its time?”. The
current Year 13 EPQ students have their presentations
over the next few weeks, and the Year 12s will have the
opportunity to opt to complete an EPQ later this term. We
look forward to their continued success!
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Pictured above:  Current sixth formers presenting their findings.
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Looking Ahead
•

Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25
September - Food Hub collection

•

Friday 27 September - EPQ
Presentations

•

Friday 27 September - New Y7 Parents’
Social Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 2 October - AS Musicians’
Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Saturday 5 October (a.m.) - second
stage Entrance Examination.

•

Monday 7 October (7.00 p.m.) - Y9
Parents’ Information Evening.

•

Wednesday 9 October (4.00 p.m.) - Y11
Parents’ Information Evening.

•

Thursday 10 October (5.00 p.m.) Oxbridge Information Evening.

Deputy Head’s
Reminder
Uniform!
We are extremely fortunate at
Wilson’s that everybody in our
school community appreciates the
importance of uniform. Please
make sure that the smart look is not
undermined as we approach the
winter months; pullovers should be
dark grey or black v-necks and coats/
jackets should be smart and dark in
colour.

Pictured above: Abhinandan, Ajanth and Jaian who received three of the highest scores for their EPQ projects last year.

WILDERNESS
EXPERIENCE - TRIP TO
GHANA

TEN THOUSAND
GAMES OF CHESS

Next week’s newsletter will feature a full
report about the expedition to Ghana that
involved several boys last term. This was
the culmination of their project in support
of Akenkan, a unique literacy organisation
founded by UK and Ghanaian teachers. Pupils wrote and illustrated their own series of
high quality storybooks specifically for Ghanaian children in rural
schools, which were then published and shared with the chldren.

Over the past 15 years since Dr Cooper came to Wilson’s,
our pupils have played a total of 10,045 games of chess.
These games have been played in the Surrey Schools (“Briant
Poulter”) League, the National School Chess Championships,
Team Chess Challenge, against the Old Wilsonian’s, international correspondence chess and in one day events, such as
last Sunday at Eton College. In total, 5271 have been won and
1031 drawn, with 3743 lost. During this period the School have
won the Briant Poulter League four times and reached the
national school championships finals nine times. But in the first
year, 2005, the team didn’t win any matches whatsoever!
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We are pleased to confirm that we have secured a small additional order of our limited
edition Wilson’s cufflinks. Pictured below,
they come in a presentation case inscribed
with the school’s motto, NON SIBI SED
OMNIBUS. If you are interested, please
purchase via ParentPay.

WOODCOTE
VOUCHERS

The Wilson’s School
Expedition to Ghana 2019

Wilson’s Update

WILSON’S
CUFFLINKS

Pictured above and below: Chess teams from 2009 and 2014.

The Woodcote Green
Voucher Scheme for
last year has now
closed. If you have
any vouchers at home,
please bring them in
by Friday 20 September.
Thank you to all those
who have participated
in the scheme.

FOOTBALL NEWS

FOOTBALL
REPORT
by Fiachra, U6
Wilson’s 2nd XI 3 Vs 2 Trinity 1st XI

Player of the Week

Bradley (Year 9) continued
where he left off last season
by scoring a stunning hattrick
for the U14As. Sachit B (Year
7) was inspirational for the
U12Ds in their first games for
the school. He led from the
front, organising the team and
always encouraging all his
teammates. Craig L (Year 10)
was Man of the Match for the
U15As versus Sutton, producing several excellent saves.
Player of the week is Tom H
(Year 11) who in his first two
starts for the 1st XI scored the winning goal in both games. .

Team of the Week

Non sibi sed omnibus

Wilson’s Update

The 1st XI started their season off with a bang winning their
first three games and only conceding two goals. The U12Ds
made a fine start to their Wilson’s football life with two outstanding wins against Sutton and Forest School. The team of
the week is the U15A, pictured below, for their two wins and for
scoring a remarkable twelve goals in those games.

Pictured above:

The U15A team.

Pictured right: 		

The U12C team enjoying the experience of
their first game for Wilson’s!

The 2nd XI side travelled to Trinity on Monday looking to kick
off the season with a win. What followed was perhaps the
greatest robbery of the 21st century, as clinical finishing and
dogged defending helped them see out an unlikely 3-2 victory.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Monday 9 September
Wilson’s vs. Trinity
2nd XI		

won

3-2

Wilson’s started brightly, forcing mistakes out of the opposition as they continued to hassle them. It was thanks to such
pressure that they got on to the scoresheet first, Charlie (Year
13) nicking the ball off a Trinity defender before rounding the
keeper to slot home.1-0. Despite the early setback, Trinity kept
their composure, and by the 15 minute mark had assumed
cruise control of the game, pinging the ball around the park.
It was therefore no doubt a surprise to them (and to us) when
they suddenly found themselves two goals behind, courtesy of
a George (Year 13) penalty against the run of play. Moments
before, a mazy dribble by Ben (Year 13) had been cut short
when he was brought down by an outstretched Trinity leg: the
referee pointed to the spot, and George made no mistake with
the finish. 2-0.

Wednesday 11 September
Wilson’s vs. Alleyns (Friendly)

Could they dare to dream? No, not really. No. The boundless
energy that had preceded the two goals appeared to evaporate
instantly. Movement was slow, decision making even slower.
Gaps opened throughout the defence, and within a flash Wilson’s were looking down the barrel of defeat. It was 2-2, and
Trinity were only growing in confidence. The second half started as the first one ended: Wilson’s defence was under siege,
and a string of Tom (Year 13) saves (plus the frame of the goal)
were the only things keeping us in the game. That was until
Luca R (Year 13) launched a 35 yard screamer into the top
corner out of nowhere, and suddenly the match had turned on
its head. Cue 15 minutes of the most chaotic, last ditch defending imaginable, as desperate slide tackles flew in from every
direction. Though Trinity came close to an equaliser in the final
few minutes, Wilson’s were able to protect their lead and close
out the game victorious.

U12A 		
U12C 		
U12D 		

1st XI 		
2nd XI 		
3rd XI 		
4th XI 		
5th XI 		
6th XI 		

won
won
drew
drew
lost
won

2-1
5-1
0-0
4-4
0-2
6-1

Thursday 12 September
Wilson’s vs. Trinity (Friendly)
3rd XI 		

drew

1-1

Friday 13 September
Wilson’s vs. Sutton (Friendly)
won
lost
won

2-1
3-4
3-0

Saturday 14 September
Wilson’s vs. Forest School
(Friendly)
U12A 		
U12B 		
U12C 		
U12D 		
U12E 		

lost
lost
drew
won
won

2-6
3-5
3-3
3-2
5-2

1st XI 		
2nd XI 		
3rd XI 		
U15A 		
U15B 		
U14A 		
U14B 		
U13A 		
U13B 		

won
lost
won
won
won
won
lost
lost
lost

1-0
1-3
2-0
3-2
7-1
4-1
1-5
4-5
0-6

Wilson’s vs. Sutton (Friendly)

AKENKAN GHANA TRIP 2019
After a very early start and a seven hour flight, we arrived in
Accra, feeling exhausted and looking dishevelled. However,
in spite of the tiredness, we were immensely excited to begin
our expedition. Stepping out of the airport for the first time,
we were confronted with an unforgettable sensory experience: the wild, anarchic sound of rush hour traffic, the smell
of an exotic combination of spices and herbs and the sight
of dozens of playful locals, laughing as they called out the
words, ‘oburoni, oburoni!’ (which in English, loosely translated, means ‘white person’) We would come to hear this a
lot over the course of the next two weeks and the joyful and
welcoming nature of the country confirmed to us that it purely
was a term of endearment!
We barely had time to sit down before we rushed off to
Pakro, the village where we would be teaching the schoolchildren. It was quite the experience travelling in the rickety
‘tro-tro’ (a lot like the school minibuses, only more comfortable!), and the roads, while not as hectic as Mollison Drive
at 3.30 on a weekday, meant that we would have made slow
progress, had it not been for the heroic efforts of our driver,
Richard.

Our time in Pakro was nothing short of transformative. We
were immersed in Ghanaian culture wherever we went and
the people were so unbelievably friendly. During our time, we
taught children at a local school, headed by Madame Linda
(both an extraordinary headteacher and an amazing person)
and aided by Bismark (an intelligent and stylishly dressed
teacher). It truly changed my perspective on education, seeing
the drive and resilience of the Ghanaian children, who were an
absolute pleasure to teach. Before we left, our ragtag group of
Wilson’s boys lined up for a game of football against the local
team. Introducing the traditional English style of prosaic, long
ball football to a Ghanian side intent on playing the beautiful
game in its eponymous style was no mean feat, but we managed to emerge victorious.
Saying goodbye to Pakro, having eaten the jollof rice expertly
made by the cook, Faustina, one last time, we set off to explore
the rest of the country.
It was truly an indescribable experience. The people we met
along the way made a lasting impression on us all and Ghana
will always have a very special place in our hearts.
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Article by Callum (Year 13).
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Wednesday 2 October - AS Musicians’
Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Saturday 5 October (a.m.) - second
stage Entrance Examination.

•

Monday 7 October (7.00 p.m.) - Y9
Parents’ Information Evening.

•

Wednesday 9 October (4.00 p.m.) - Y11
Parents’ Information Evening.

•

Thursday 10 October (5.00 p.m.) Oxbridge Information Evening.

•

Friday 11 October - MUFTI Day

•

Friday 11 October - Y8 Cake Sale

•

Tuesday 15 October - Y10 Parents’
Evening (4.00 p.m.).

•

Wednesday 16 October - Y9 Musicians’
Evening (7.00 p.m.).

Deputy Head’s Reminder
The Helpful Bystander
Through assemblies and PSHE, we promote the
idea of the ‘helpful bystander’, who can:

Pictured above:  Wilson’s students immersing themselves in the Ghanaian experience.

•

Directly intervene, by discouraging a bully,
defending a victim, or redirecting the situation away from bullying.

•

Get help, by rallying support from peers to
stand up against bullying or by reporting the
bullying to adults.

WILSON’S CHESS
RESULTS
Eton Rapidplay Competition
Wilson’s A 17.5/30  
Wilson’s B 14/30   

came 13th out of 53 teams
came 31st out of 53 teams

Wilson’s A team began with a 6 - 0 win over the B team
from King Edward’s School, Birmingham and a 5.5 - 0.5 win
over the Skinner’s School from Kent, before losing 0 - 6 to
Gonzaga College (Dublin) and 2 - 4 to Magdalen College
School, Oxford. Their winning streak returned in the last
round with a 4 - 2 win over the B team from Royal Grammar
School, Guildford.  Wilson’s B team also started with a 6 - 0
win, over the B team from St. John’s Senior (Enfield) , but
then lost 1 - 5 to National Champions, City of London Boys’
School. This was followed by a win against The Henrietta
Barnett School 3.5 - 2.5 before losing to first Chepstow 1 - 5
and then Brighton College B team 1.5 - 4.5
Pictured below:  The teams in action.

FOOD HUB
COLLECTION
Thank you to all those who contributed to the collection of
items for the Purley Food Hub that took place this week.  The
Purley Food Hub is a local charity located at the United Reform
ed Church in Purley.  It was set up in January 2013 by 12 local
churches in order to help people in crisis in our community.

Student of the
Month - September
This month, the following students have
been highlighted as really embodying
the school’s ethos and being role model
examples of Wilsonians!

On Tuesday and Wednesday this week we saw many generous donations of large amounts of packaged food, for which
House points were awarded.  A competition took place to see
which House could collect the most points.  The results were
as follows:
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Southwark
Camberwell
Brecon
Hayes
Datchelor
Greencoat

216
207
204
142
137
110

Our thanks go to all those who contributed.

Pictured above:   Ethan (Y7)
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Ethan demonstrated the ‘Non Sibi Sed
Omnibus’ motto perfectly by helping out
a member of staff without being asked.

Pictured above:   Jones (Y78
Jones has actively engaged with the
Year 8 Reading Programme and is
already two or three books in - with no
prompting at all!

HISTORY WORKSHOP FOR
KS3 STUDENTS
On Saturday 9 November, Cambridge History for Schools
is again offering an exciting, hands-on history workshop for
pupils in Key Stage 3. This is free but booking is required –
previous workshops have booked out, so we strongly recommend booking early.

to victims? Were the ‘dark ages’  lawless or unjust? How
violent was fourteenth-century London? What did it mean
to be an outlaw? How were criminals punished? Come and
learn how legal records help historians to consider these
questions.”  Key Stage 3 students only (ages 11-14).

The workshop coming up on Saturday 9 November is: Crime
and Punishment in the Age of the Black Death by Stephanie
Brown - this is a topic studied at GCSE at Wilson’s, and so
would be hugely beneficial for students considering studying History at GCSE, or students under the age of 14 who
already are!

The workshop will be held at the Faculty of History building,
West Rd, Cambridge, CB3 9EF, and will be led by Cambridge University History Faculty members and doctoral researchers. The sessions start at 11am and finish at 12.30pm
For more details on the workshops, please go to https://
www.hist.cam.ac.uk/schools/introduction.

People in the Middle Ages frequently sued each other and
even peasants had a good understanding of the law. But
how do you report a crime in a world without a modern
police force? Join Stephanie Brown as she enters into the
medieval criminal and legal world to uncover the methods of
justice. In this workshop, she will explore how medieval
society dealt with crime.  What legal options were available

If you would like your child to attend please contact Miss
Riddle on hxr@wilsonsschool.sutton.sch.uk.   Please note
that although we can book the places for you, this is not a
school trip - parents will need to both take and collect their
children from Cambridge.

MOCK
INTERVIEWS
If you are a graduate in a subject we
teach at A Level and are willing to assist
with our university interview programme,
please contact the Head’s P.A. Mrs Ware
using the following email address:  
hw@wilsonsschool.sutton.sch.uk.

WILSON’S
CUFFLINKS
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We are pleased to confirm that we have
secured a small additional order of our
limited edition Wilson’s cufflinks. Pictured
below, they come in a presentation case
inscribed with the school’s motto, NON
SIBI SED OMNIBUS. If you are interested, please purchase via ParentPay.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links

FOOTBALL NEWS

Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS

Player of the Week

Pelumi (Yr 10) played
his first game of the
season for the U15Bs
and won the ‘Man of the
Match’ award for such
a committed performance. Ellis (Yr 11)
made his debut for the
1st XI and produced
a confident display in
goals and Dmitri, also
from Year 11, put in a
powerful all-round display at centre forward.
Player of the week
though is Guy (Yr 10)
who scored a hattrick
against Glyn with three
superb strikes.
Pictured above:  
Guy and Folaju.

Wednesday 18 September
Wilson’s vs. Whitgift (Friendlies)
4-1
6-0
7-1

U13A

lost

2-6

Thursday 19 September
Wilson’s vs. Trinity (Friendlies)
U14A
U14B
U14C

lost
lost
won

2-8
1-2
1-0

Friday 20 September
Wilson’s vs. Alleyn’s (Friendlies)
U12A
U12B
U12C
U12D

lost
won
drew
won

2-6
4-2
1-1
1-0

Saturday 21 September
Wilson’s vs Glyn (Friendlies)

The U14B team won a nine goal thriller against Glyn, and the
U15B showed excellent character to come from two goals
down to beat Charterhouse 3-2.  It was a superb week for senior football with all three teams beating Whitgift convincingly.
The 3rd XI win team of the week as they carried on from that to
beat Charterhouse 3-1 in our first block of fixtures with them.
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won
won
won

Wilson’s vs. Cheam (Sutton Cup)

Team of the Week

Wilson’s Update

1st XI
2nd XI
3rd XI

U12A
U12B
U13A
U13B
U14A
U14B
U15A
U15B

lost
lost
lost
lost
drew
won
won
lost

2-8
2 - 11
4-5
0-9
1-1
5-4
5-1
1-2

U15A
U15B
U15C
U15D
3rd XI
4th XI
5th XI

lost
won
lost
lost
won
won
won

1-3
3-2
0-4
1-3
3-1
2-0
4-1

Wilson’s vs Charterhouse
(Friendlies)

Pictured above:  

The U14B team.

Pictured above top:  U14A team against Glyn
Middle:  U12D and U12D  against Alleyn’s
Bottom:  Playing at Charterhouse for the first time.

A LEVEL RECITAL
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The Year 12 AS Musicians’ performed a varied
and exciting programme to a delighted audience
in the John Jenkins Hall on Wednesday evening.
The quality of the performances was of an exceptionally high standard, and the students had risen
to the demands of the challenging repertoire that
they have been practising in anticipation of the
recital. There were some exceptional renditions
of some complex pieces, but Tom’s sensitive performance of Elgar’s beautiful ‘Sea Slumber Song’
from his song-cycle, Sea Pictures was a real
highlight. There were a number of other expressive renditions, such as Ryan’s interpretation

of the slow movement from Mozart’s Oboe Concerto, during which he controlled the sound expertly, especially through the long pedal notes in
the upper register. Lennie’s rousing performance
of Debussy’s Minstrels had a playful air about it,
just as the composer had intended; this was the
perfect concert-opener. All performances were
incredibly strong, and it is through hard work,
commitment, and self-discipline that the students
have reached such an impressive standard.
The music department were grateful to all those
who came along to support the event.  

Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Saturday 5 October (a.m.) - second
stage Entrance Examination.

•

Monday 7 October (7.00 p.m.) - Y9
Parents’ Information Evening.

•

Wednesday 9 October (4.00 p.m.) Y11 Parents’ Information Evening.

•

Thursday 10 October (5.00 p.m.) Oxbridge Information Evening.

•

Friday 11 October - MUFTI Day

•

Friday 11 October - Y8 Cake Sale

•

Tuesday 15 October - Y10 Parents’
Evening (4.00 p.m.).

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Filtering and Monitoring
In school, websites are filtered and students
are made aware via the Acceptable Use
Policy that their use of the internet and email
may be monitored.  It is crucial that similar
arrangements are in place at home to keep
chldren safe.  If you have any questions
about e-safety, please do not hesitate to contact us at the school.

Pictured above:  AS Musicians after their recital.

PROBABLY THE BEST PFA IN THE WORLD?
The Headmaster wishes to thank the Parents and
Friends’ Association (PFA) for their continued support
of the school and hence your sons.  This year they
have raised £60,000 which contributes to the cost of
running the co-curricular programme at the school and
in time will also help support refurbishment of some of
the spaces used by the boys. We are also exceptionally grateful for their funding of the leavers’ buffet for the
Upper Sixth and indeed for providing a free ice
cream for every boy on Sports Day! As a high performing team, led by Nina Guha, they exemplify the school’s

motto of ‘not for oneself, but for all!’, often giving their time
after a long day at work.
If your company offers match funding (see htps://wilsonspfa.org/FUNDRAISING/MATCHED-FUNDING  then
please do get in touch the Chair via Wilson’s PFA wilsonspfa@gmail.com so that we can maximise our fundraising
potential. This is a way of supporting the school, just by
sending an e-mail.

PFA 100 CLUB RESULTS
FOR AUGUST AND
SEPTEMBER
AUGUST 2019
The winners of the August PFA 100
Club draw are as follows:
1st Prize   Mr Williams
     £30.00
2nd Prize  Mrs Li
     £18.00
3rd Prize   Mrs Sivaramalingam  £12.00

SEPTEMBER 2019
The winners of the September PFA
100 Club draw are as follows:
1st Prize   Mrs Lonsdale
2nd Prize  Mrs Tanaskovic
3rd Prize   Mrs Harries

     £28.75
     £17.25
     £11.50
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Our congratulations to go all the
winners. If you would like to take
part in the next draw, please contact the PFA using the following
email address: wilsons.100club@
gmail.com.

Pictured above:  Mr Cole receiving a cheque from the PFA on behalf of the school.

BRANDAN BLASTS HIS
WAY TO RELAY
SUCCESS!
Brandan competed in a race
on Saturday 28 September
and subitted the following
report.
“The race that I competed in
last Saturday was a South of
England 4 man relay race. I
took part as a member of my
running club, South London
Harriers. The team came second out of 70 other teams. Our
first leg runner came in 5th
place. I then took over the next
leg and managed to move our
position up into 4th  place. The
following leg took over one
more person, moving us into
3rd place. Our final leg took
over one more person, securing us a silver medal.

Pictured above:   Brandan with his medal.
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SURREY COUNTY
SQUASH
SUCCESS!

YEAR 8 RUGBY TEAM
CATCHES WORLD
CUP FEVER....!
On Tuesday the U13A Rugby Team travelled to Trinity School,
to play their first competitive match of the season.  Buoyed by
a physical pre-season and some tenacious training sessions,
the squad were excited at the prospect of emulating their idols
currently playing in the World Cup in Japan.  
The first half was a cagey affair, with both teams taking a
while to find their rhythm.  A few silly handling errors resulted
in Wilson’s conceding the first try to the opposition.  However,
led by the inspirational captain Shaan (8G), who tackles anything and everything, the gold jerseys crossed the whitewash
for two quick scores.  Michael (8C) was always a threat with
ball in hand, proving very difficult to stop.  Toba (8B) built on
last season’s skill-set, running some sweet lines in attack and
showing a stellar defence when called into action.  Antonio and
Sam (both 8S) used their size and strength to make the ‘hard
yards’ when needed and Nizzar (also 8S) showed his tenacity,
despite not being as blessed in the height department.    
After the break, both teams gave it their all to try and come
away with a win against a local rival.  Euan (8D) was instrumental, passing from the base of the ruck like a seasoned pro.  
Michael crossed the line for his hat-trick and despite conceding
a couple more from lapses in concentration, we ran out winners by six tries to four.  An excellent performance from the
whole squad.  The next match sees the boys make the slightly
longer journey away to St Olave’s, which is sure to test them
even further.  They were advised by Mr Ford to “enjoy the win –
but keep the focus.”

The school was delighted
to learn that three
students: Ethan (Year 12),
Christopher (Year 10) and
Thomas (Year 8) achieved
success in their respective
age groups in the Surrey
County Squash League.   
Ethan became the county
champion, Christopher
the County runner up and
Thomas the County number 5.   Not only are they
top in the county,  they are
also top England National
players, playing in
national tournaments
across the country each
month.

Pictured above:   Ethan, Thomas and Christopher.

Pictured above:   Year 8 team against Trinity.

CHESS RESULT
Wilson’s A beat RGS Guildford B
4.5 to 1.5
Wins for:
Shivam (year 7, playing on board 1),
Aurideep (L6),
Raghav (Y7) and
Koushikk (L6).

FOOTBALL NEWS

Player of the Week
Tom (Year 11) kept up
his scintillating form
with four goals in three
games for the 1st XI.
Another person in the
goals was Guy (Rogers,
Yr 10) who was prolific
for the U15As, scoring
six goals in their National Cup win. In the same
game his strike partner
Dubem (Yr 10) scored
two but incredibly also
had seven assists!
Player of the week is
the 3rd XI captain Tobi
(Yr 11) who lead from
the front in their fine win
away versus Old Wilsonian’s.

Wilson’s 1st XI 1 VS 1 Kinetic Academy Harris
Match Report: Callum  (u6)
We lined up for our second game in three days against what
was a very good Kinetic Academy team. Not to be intimidated by their style of free-flowing, possession-based football,
we knew that if we could stick to our shape and remain disciplined, we could grind out a result against, it must be said,
technically superior opposition.

Pictured above:   Tom (Year 11)
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Team of the Week
The U13A got their season up and
running after a tough start with a
good away win and clean sheet versus Royal Russell. Another team to
get their first win was the U13C team
who beat Royal Russel 6-3 in an
entertaining game. Team of the week
is the 1st XI who had to play three difficult games in four days. Firstly, they
produced a professional performance
in beating Bacon’s College 6-0 in the
National Cup. They then followed
that up by putting in a monumental
effort to draw 1-1 with Kinetic Football Academy at Harris in the ESFA
Super League. The football academy
with many players that have just left
professional clubs took an early lead
but brilliant character from the side
got them back into the game with a
Tom (Year 11) bullet header. Their
third game resulted in a 3-1 loss to
Old Wilsonian’s but again an excellent performance with some aching
and tired bodies.

Pictured above:   Minh playing for the U13C team and Josh, Captain
of the 1st XI (Team of the Week).

The game began cagily, with Kinetic struggling to break down
our well-ordered and well-drilled back line. We managed to,
for the most part, shut down their intricate forward play, and
as the half-way mark approached, it appeared as though
they had run out of ideas. However, a lapse in concentration
handed their striker a half second too much time in the box —
a lapse which he capitalised on, slotting it past Hamish (Yr 13)
and putting us one-nil down. In the ensuing minutes, we were  
presented with a gilt-edged, golden opportunity to restore the
deficit which didn’t materialise. We went in at half-time 1-0
down.
After a rousing team talk we knew that if we managed to stay
in the game, we could get something from it. Josh (Yr 13), in
the pocket of his opposite number for much of the first half,
finally made an impact as the combative defensive midfielder, in the Makélélé role.  With one of his classic toe punts
come trivela passes, Josh spread the ball out to the right
flank, where we won a free kick. Much like the great mid-table
Premier league sides of the last century, the 1st XI are a real
threat from set-pieces, and this was no exception. Richard
(Yr 13), with his wand of a right foot, delivered an inch-perfect
cross on to the head of Tom. 1-1. The Kinetic team began to
fall apart, but unfortunately, they still looked a threat.  Guy (Yr
12) and Tae (Yr 12) were immense at the back, cutting out the
onslaughts of Kinetic pressure with skill. As the game drew to
a close, we clung on to the result we’d been going for at the
start. The game finished with the teams sharing the points.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Monday 23 September
Wilson’s vs. Harris Chafford (National Cup)
U15A

won

9-3

Tuesday 24 September
Wilson’s vs. Royal Russell (Friendlies)
U13A 		
U13C 		

won
won

5-0
6-2

Wednesday 25 September
Wilson’s vs. Bacons College (National Cup)
1st XI

won

6-0

2nd XI
5th XI

drew
won

2-2
1-0

3rd XI
4th XI

lost
lost

1-6
2-4

Wilson’s vs. Harrodian (Friendlies)
Wilson’s vs. Royal Russell (Friendlies)

Thursday 26th September
Wilson’s VS Charterhouse (Friendlies)
U14B
U14C
U14D

lost
lost
lost

1-2
0-1
1-3

U14A

lost

1-4

Wilson’s VS Beacon (National Cup)
Friday 27th September
Wilson’s vs Kinetic Academy Harris Crystal Palace (ESFA Super
League)
1st XI

drew

1-1

Saturday 28th September
VS Old Wilsonian’s (Friendlies)
1st XI
2nd XI
3rd XI
4th XI

Pictured above top:  5th XI team who beat Harrodian

lost
lost
won
won

3-1
8-2
3-1
4-2

WILSON’S WINNING WEEKEND
On Saturday, while the rest of the contingent was assisting at
the Entrance Exam, a team of four took part in the LONDIST
CCF CADSAAM (Cadet Skill At Arms Meet, a marksmanship
competition).  At Hythe Ranges, CSgt Fletcher and Cpls Benjamin, Tan and Flowers shot in two different disciplines in the
morning and the afternoon, as a result of which they were
placed as runners-up, the second best shots in a London CCF.
On Sunday they were joined by four other team members
including the team captain; CSM Rennie-Carter, CSgt Deng
and Cpls Sakabani and Kamalathasan, to compete in the joint
Army Cadet Force/ Combined Cadet Force (Army) Military
Skills Competition for cadets from across London.
The day started an hour later than planned due to the atrocious
overnight weather and after a kit inspection from London District Cadet Training Team, the rotation of stands began.
Wilson’s day began with a Casualty Evacuation.  A section
attack on the iconic pillbox on Training Area B at Saint Martin’s
Plain Camp led to the discovery of a (dummy) casualty.   
Charlie Fire Team (led by the CSM) withdrew with the casualty
at speed while cover was provided by CSgt Fletcher and Delta
Fire Team, who then extracted themselves with a well-executed fighting withdrawal.
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The next stand saw the cadets combining a military knowledge test with a fast moving command  task called Triggers’
Revenge. The team achieved an almost perfect score in the
command task element but may need some map and compass
revision!

The team then proved their physical fitness in the Cadet Conditioning Test, running shuttle runs and doing press-ups and
sit-ups, chalking up some impressive times.
The Signals stand saw the team sending and receiving messages on a radio network while using the Army’s BATCO coding system during which the CSM played the role of Operations
Warrant Officer.
From there the team moved to a stand called Bush Tucker
Trial where they were challenged to prepare two identical three
course meals for a truce meeting of “local warlords” from two
different ration packs, with hilarious but impressive results. Cpl
Benjamin’s dessert was particularly commended.  The starter
of unsalted nuts was less impressive.
Finally the Wilson’s team returned to the relative comfort of
fieldcraft on the Patrol Lane. The comment from a former regular Sergeant that the team had performed as well as his section
(when he was a section commander in his battalion) left the
team in no doubt they had performed to the required standard.
The reaction to effective enemy fire and a second fighting withdrawal of the day was incredibly slick, and a great way to end
the competition.
Before the prize giving parade Major Burton told the team that
they should be proud of their performance regardless of where
they were placed, so when Col Dennison announced that Wilson’s School CCF were the winners they collected their medals
and the impressive Dennison Trophy from Col Peter Germain
with quiet pride.
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Friday 11 October - MUFTI Day

•

Friday 11 October - Y8 Cake Sale

•

Tuesday 15 October - Y10 Parents’
Evening (4.00 p.m.).

•

Wednesday 16 October - Y9
Musicians’ Evening (7.00 p.m.).

•

Thursday 17 October - Y7 Parent/
Tutor meetings (4.00 p.m.).

•

Thursday 17 October - Future of
Wilson’s evening (6.15 p.m.).

•

Friday 18 October - TERM ENDS.

•

Monday 4 November - TERM
BEGINS

Deputy Head’s Reminder
School Nurse
Our school nurse, Sara Yan, operates a
weekly drop in on Wedesdays.  Any pupil
can speak to their Head of Year for further
details.

CADOGAN HALL
CONCERT TRIP

Investigating
Roman marriage

League Results

In a tough competition the U13A team won 4 and drew one
match, coming second just behind KCSJ A team.  In so doing
Wilson’s U13 A team have qualified for the National finals of
junior Team Chess Challenge.
Shivam (Y7) scored a perfect 5/5, Rahul (Y8) 4.5/5, Neo (Y8)
3.5/5 and Idhant (Y7) 3/5.
The U13B team came 5th with 10.5/20 with Limo (Y7) and
Pratyush (Y7) both scoring 2.5/4
The U13C team scored 7.5/20, including a win over Wilson’s B
team, with Kartihan (Y8) and Aditya (Y7) both scoring 2/4.

On Wednesday 2 October, Miss
Banner led a trip with four Sixth Form
Latin students to the Friends of
Classics lecture on Roman Marriage. The talk was given by Gregory
Hutchinson, Regius Chair of Greek
at Christ Church Oxford, and it explored a wide range of archaeological
evidence, teasing out clues as to the
traditions and opinions of the Romans
towards marriage. The event was
also the Friends of Classics memorial
lecture, and they were very impressed
by the work of this crucial charity; the
organisation has brought Classics to
over 800 schools since 2011, helping
the subject that they love to continue
to thrive. They were also very pleased
with the range of food and drink served
after the lecture!

Our congratulations go to all of them on their results.

by Ellis (Year 12)

Wilson’s A beat Hampton B 5.5 - 0.5

Wins for Henry (Y9), Aurideep (Y12), Kiran(Y12), William (Y11)
and Samino (Y13)

Wilson’s B beat Whitgift A 7 -5.

2 wins for Eeshaan (Y10), 1 win for Atticus (Y10), Ian (Y10),
Shivank (Y12), Leo (Y10).
Idant (Y7) and Daniel (Y10) won friendly games

KCS Wimbledon U13 Competition

Pictured below:  Participants at the KCS Wimbledon U13
Competition.

1

Article by Theo and Kiyan (Year 11)

1
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Last Thursday, a merry band of GCSE Music students, led by
Mr Lissimore and Dr Clayden, travelled to Cadogan Hall in
London for what promised to be a stunning performance from
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. The orchestra, one of the
great historic ensembles based in London, had prepared a
traditional selection of pieces from the musical canon, beginning with Smetana’s Vltava from Má vlast: a tone poem from
the Czech composer which incorporates moving, animated
Bohemian folk music, and the Romantic compositional devices
which were emerging at the time of composition. The piece
harnesses all of the Romantic ideals that the composer was
attempting to exhibit, overflowing with melodic richness and
emotion, set to exuberant harmony, evocative of the Czech
rural landscape, and the extraordinary city of Prague. This was
followed by an exquisite performance of Elgar’s Cello Concerto
in E minor, for which Kian Soltani provided the solo. A beautifully melancholy piece, derived from a psyche tortured by irredeemable nostalgia for a world left behind after the First World
War, Elgar’s Cello Concerto has one of the most recognisable
openings to the first movement. The soloist’s polished performance was a fitting way to conclude the first half, leaving the
audience thirsty for more. After the interval was the pièce de
résistance: Dvořák’s Symphony No. 8. Usually overshadowed
by its successor, The New World Symphony, Symphony No. 8
is no less dramatic and the RPO performed this exquisitely.
The beautiful piece leans heavily on the natural folk tunes of
Dvořák’s homeland of Bohemia, complementing the Smetana
heard before the interval. The ravishing melodies and the thunderstorm of percussion brought the concert to a true climax. It
was a fitting way to end the rollercoaster of emotion that was
the performance on Thursday.

CHESS RESULTS

SPORTS NEWS
Wilson’s Boys run like the wind at English
Schools’ Cross Country Cup
On Monday, the U13 and U15 Cross Country Teams travelled
to a wet and windy Stoke Park, Guildford, to compete in the
first round of the English Schools’ Cross Country Cup.  For
the purists, the conditions were akin to true cross country
weather, with grey skies interspersed with heavy downpours
and stiff breeze.  However, the boys applied themselves
admirably, showing the kind of steel and determination required to compete at this level.  

YEAR 7
SPORTS

Year 7 Badminton Squad looking swell  
The Year 7 Badminton Squad has been selected over the last
few weeks and is now in full practice.  Ten of the boys are
also taking part in singles training on Tuesday lunchtimes.  
Although matches do not start until after half term, the tradition of excellent badminton players at Wilson’s seems to be
continuing.  Time will tell….  

In the U13 team, a fantastic performance from Alexander
(7C), the only Year 7 selected and who was competing
against many boys a year older than him, finished 3rd out of
approximately one hundred runners.  A brilliant debut and a
real talent in the making.   Bruno (8C) also ran excellently,
finishing 8th.
In the U15 team, Brandon (10G2) showed his class, with a
serene stride and seemingly effortless technique.  He finished
4th and Dubem (10C2) also proved he isn’t just a footballer,
by showing his cardiovascular fitness and stamina, finishing in
a well-deserved 8th place.
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When the top four finishers from each school were combined,
both the Junior and Intermediate Teams finished fourth out of
fifteen schools and thirteen schools respectively.  A fantastic
team effort by all and a great practice for the Borough Championships taking place next week.  Well done all.   

Pictured above:   The Year 7 Cross Country
team at a recent event at Guildford.

Pictured above:   The Year 7 Badminton squad

Pictured above:   Year 7 Badminton in action.

Pictured above:   The U13 Cross Country team.

Pictured above:   The U15 Cross Country team.

Player of the Week

Co-curricular and
Sports Links

FOOTBALL NEWS

Stuart (Yr 10) on his return from injury hit a stunning hat-trick
for the U15Bs and another hat-trick hero was Cassius (Yr 11)
for the 5th XI in their resounding win. Asa (Yr 8) put in two
good performances for the U13As and continued his excellent goal scoring record for the school. Kavilaish (Yr 10) was
instrumental in the U15Bs good week, making many good
saves and making sure they are organised at the back. Player
of the week is Dubem (Yr 10) who put in an all-round performance for the U15As showing his fantastic ability. He scored
a hat-trick, one being a stunning strike in the top corner and
assisted the other goal.

Team of the Week
The U13Bs picked up their first win of the season beating
Royal Russell 5-0 away and, even though they lost 2-1 Saturday to Forest School, Mr Palmer was delighted with what was
their best performance of the season. It was a good week for
the U14Bs and U14Cs who both won against good Ardingly
College teams. Team of the week are the U15Bs who remain
unbeaten. Under the excellent guidance of Mr Oluwu they beat
Trinity 5-1 and showed resilience to get a good 2-2 draw away
against Ardingly.

Co-curricular Timetable

Player of the Month

Sports Fixtures

This year we are awarding a player of the month
award for the player who
has not only delivered on
the field but been exceptional off it. The player of
the month for September is
Guy (Yr 9) who has scored
an incredible 14 goals in 8
games and captained the
U15As brilliantly. He has
also played and scored for
Surrey Schools. But it is
not only football he shines
at; he also plays rugby for
the school and is currently
with Harlequins outside
school. Well done Guy!

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Monday 30 September

Wilson’s vs. Ravenswood (National Cup)
U15A
lost
3 - 4 (4-4 on penalties
a.e.t.)
Wilson’s vs. Thamesmead (Surrey Cup)
U14A
won 8 - 6

Tuesday 1 Oct

Wilson’s vs Harrodian (Friendlies)
U13A
lost
3-4
U13B
lost
2-5
U13C
won 5 - 0

Wednesday 2 Oct

Wilson’s vs St George’s (Friendlies)
1st XI
won 4 - 2
4th XI
won 1 - 0
Wilson’s vs Royal Russell (Friendlies)
won 9 - 1
5th XI

Pictured above:   Guy, player of the
month.

Thursday 3 Oct

Wilson’s vs Royal Russell (Friendlies)
U12A
lost
1-5
U13B
won 5 - 0

Friday 4 Oct

Wilson’s vs Trinity (Friendlies)
U15A
lost
1-4
U15B
won 5 - 1
U15C
won 3 - 2
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Saturday 5 Oct

Wilson’s vs Forest School (Friendlies)
U13A
drew 2 - 2
U13B
lost
1-2
U13C
lost
4-5
U13D
lost
4-7
Wilson’s vs Ardingly College (Friendlies)
1st
lost
3-4
2nd XI
drew 1 - 1
3rd XI
drew 2 - 2
U15A
lost
0-2
U15B
drew 2 - 2
U15C
lost
3-4
U14A
lost
3-6
U14B
won 3 - 1
U14C
won 3 - 2

Pictured above:   The U15B team of the week.

Pictured above top:  Asa and Jack for the U13A team

PARTICIPATION AND PUPIL WELLBEING
Reaching October half term provides a great opportunity to
review some of the highlights and achievements since the start
of term. Last week, we heard that the Wilson’s team had won
the Army Cadet Force/Combined Cadet Force (Army) Military
Skills Competition, which involves an impressive range of disciplines. The Chess season is off to a vigorous start with wins
at Hampton and Whitgift earlier this month (and a creditable
performance at the Eton Rapidplay Competition). The Year 7
Badminton Squad has been selected over the last few weeks
and the rugby season is now in full swing – with a recent win
for the U13As against local rivals Trinity. Just this week, we
have seen the latest in a series of musical events – a Year 9
Musicians’ Evening in which 21 boys performed as soloists.
Rehearsals for The Crucible (February 2020) are well underway in the Drama Studio.
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As parents know, we believe very strongly in the link between
Pupil Wellbeing and Participation. This is why we tend not to
use the term ‘extra-curricular’ to describe the kinds of activities
above. They are, in fact, part of the curriculum offered by the
school and an integral part of pupils’ experience here! One of

Miss Banner’s priorities in her new role as Pupil Wellbeing
Lead is to promote discretionary activities in a bid to edge even
closer to 100% participation by every boy in the school. This
has involved looking closely at the full range of activities available, interviewing pupils about gaps and addressing these with
the help of staff. As a result, we are seeing new clubs available
for pupils in the Lower School, more opportunities for participation in sport (where Year 7 field E and F teams in Football) and
a resurgence in student journalism for the first time in years.
Watch this space!
In consultation with Heads of Year and other staff, Miss Banner has also established a Wellbeing Room adjacent to her
office, one of several bases used around the school to promote
positive mental health and provide a quiet place for meetings
or counselling from Monika Mizzi. Any parent who would like to
learn more about the approach to Pupil Wellbeing at Wilson’s
(or about opportunities for Participation) should contact their
son’s Head of Year. The full co-curricular timetable is available
here: https://www.wilsons.school/resources/Co-curricular-Offer.
pdf.
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Friday 18 October - Term Ends (3.05
p.m.)

•

Monday 21 October - Friday 1
November

•

HALF TERM BREAK

•

Monday 4 November - Term Begins
(usual time)

•

Wednesday 13 November - EARLY
FINISH (1.05 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 13 November Developing Wilson’s evening (7.00
p.m.)

•

Thursday 14 November - Y13
Parents’ evening (4.00 p.m.)

•

Friday 15 November - Y8 PFA cake
sale

•

Wednesday 20 November - Sixth
Form Open Evening (6.00 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Parking and waiting around the school
Please avoid parking or waiting in the vicinity
of the school - each car slows down the
journeys home for hundreds of boys!  
Consider waiting further away from the school
so that you do not contribute to the traffic on
Mollison Drive.  The Hannibal Way gate is
open for pupils for 15 minutes each day and
this is a much more stress-free way to collect
your son by car!

YEAR 9 MUSICIANS’
EVENING

PREPARING FOR LIFE
AFTER WILSON’S!

The Year 9 GCSE Musicians delighted a cheerful audience
in the Bowden Room on Wednesday evening this week. The
repertoire was hugely varied, and the eclectic musical tastes of
our students were reflected in their choices of pieces to perform: Ben’s expressive performance of ‘This Nearly Was Mine’
from the popular musical South Pacific was very sensitive, as
was Alex’s rendition of Saint-Saëns’ ‘The Swan’ from The Carnival of the Animals. A slightly more relaxed atmosphere was
conjured up during Jihoon’s performance of ‘Blue Moon’ on the
clarinet, and Ishaan impressed the audience with his growing
dexterity in a performance of Rimsky-Korsakov’s ‘Flight of the
Bumblebee’ on the electric guitar. Han-Joon’s performance of
the first movement from Vivaldi’s Concerto for Violin in E Major,
also known as ‘Spring’ from the collection of concertos, The
Four Seasons, brought the evening’s performance to a rousing
conclusion: he handled the trills in the upper register (mimicking the sound of birdsong in spring) with aplomb. The Music
Department would like to thank all those parents who supported their sons at the event. The standard of performances
bodes very well for the future, and with continued dedication,
commitment, and diligence, the students could do very well in
the performance component of the GCSE course when they
come to complete their final recital in Year 11!

This week marked a significant milestone for Year 13 students
as they have now completed the first stage of their university
applications. We are very proud of all they have achieved so
far and have been very impressed by their focus and determination at the start of the academic year as they have juggled
these applications alongside their A Level studies.
Today those students who are applying for courses such as
Medicine or to universities such as Oxford and Cambridge
(which use interviews as part of the application process) have
had the additional challenge of a rigorous, brain-stretching
practice interview! This forms part of the extensive University
Preparation Programme and is an excellent way to prepare for
the real thing. We are very grateful to several former students
and current parents who have given up their time to share their
expertise for the benefit of the next generation of old Wilsonians.
If you might be willing and able to share your own expertise in
a similar way in future, please do contact the school office.

RELATIONSHIPS
AND SEX
EDUCATION
The Department for Education is instructing
schools to provide compulsory Relationships
and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education for all secondary pupils from this term.
Wilson’s is an ‘Early Adopter’ school and we
have revised our PSHE curriculum to take
account of the new guidance from September 2019. Please go to https://www.wilsons.
school/support/rse/ for further information
about the curriculum. Parents are welcome to
contact the school at any time to ask further
questions about how RSE is taught, contribute their views towards the on-going review of
the school’s policy and curriculum, and to see
the resources that are used. Please contact
Mr Lissimore, Mr Sturt or Miss Hardy for further information.
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WILSON’S

CHESS RESULT

Wilson’s B team beat The Cedars

12 – 0

2 wins each for Shivank (Y12), Eeshaan (Y10),
Adi (Y10), Ugas (Y11), Neo (Y8) and
Daniel (Y10)
Pictured above:   Y9 participants

RUGBY NEWS
Spirit of rugby award
Last week the spirit of rugby award was
handed out for the first time this year. The
award is given to a boy who has displayed
behaviour akin to the RFU’s core values:
respect, discipline, sportsmanship, enjoyment and teamwork. The first award this
year went to Eliram K in 7B for his enjoyment of the game. Eliram is passionate,
enthusiastic and always brings positivity to
the group through his excellent attitude. Our congratulations go
to Eliram on this award.

U12A win their first ever game for the school
On 15 October, our newly formed rugby U12A team travelled
to Wallington Boys’ School to face the opposition. After a 5
minute warm up, we were ready to play. Wilson’s began with
a strong defence stopping any attacks from the opposition.
Harry C (7C), Eliram K (7B) and Jonathan E (7B) made lots
of strong tackles, keeping Wallington at bay. After some good
ball retention, I then managed to find a gap and score for our
first try, which we doubled soon after. At the start of the second half Wallington scored an opportunistic try but Dylan M
(7D) scored again to make it 15-5. Adam J  (7G) made some
strong tackles before more relentless carries from Limo Z (7C)
and Dylan saw us score with the last play of the game to win
20-5.
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Report by Ethan L (7G).

Pictured above:   The U12A rugby team.

BOROUGH CROSS
COUNTRY
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2019

On Wednesday, a squad of athletes from Years 7 to 11 took
part in the annual Borough Cross Country Championships.  
The pupils selected were those who had performed well in their
House Cross Country races, so we were quietly confident that
they could compete with the best the borough had to offer.  
In the first of three races, the Year 7 boys set the standard,
with an excellent team effort in their first major competition.  An
outstanding performance from Alexander (7C) saw him streak
to victory, beating a field nigh on seventy pupils strong!  The
combined team score gave us a joint points total equal to local
rivals John Fisher, meaning we shared the overall win in the
age group.  
Our Year 8 and 9 boys battled hard in conditions that were
not conducive to fast times or particularly hazard-free running.  
Bruno S (8C) finished highest in the team of five, with Jack C
(also 8C) also running well.
The Year 10 and 11 race was the last our boys were involved
in.  Led by the diminutive but very talented Brandan (10G2),
who finished 5th, the other four soon followed.  The combined
scores of Aaron (11B2), Akila (11B2), Dubem (10C2) Matthew
(11H) and Brandan resulted in a winning team score.  This was
a great team effort and it was pleasing to see the older boys
setting such a good example.  
Wilson’s finished in second place, one (agonising) point behind
John Fisher.  However, to take home two age group
trophies, plus some excellent individual and team performances was fantastic.  Lots of boys qualified for the County Championships and London Youth Games Competition, taking place
in November and January respectively.  Congratulations to all
those who took part and good luck in the upcoming competitions.

Player of the Week

FOOTBALL NEWS

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

Nathan (Yr 13) scored another goal of the season contender for the 1st XI against Lingfield to continue his excellent
form. Bradley (Yr 9) went goal crazy scoring five goals for
the U14As in their emphatic win Saturday. Player of the week
however is Alexander (Yr 7) who was inspirational for the
U12As as captain, leading them to two wins in two days.

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Tuesday 8 October

Wilson’s vs KCS (Friendlies)
U13A
won 3 - 1
U13B
won 4 - 2
U13C
won 3 - 0
U13D
won 7 - 0

Team of the Week
The U12As had a good week winning two games in two days
versus Trinity and KCS which will set them up nicely for their
national cup game this week. The 3rd XI put in the performance of the week with a stunning comeback win against John
Fisher. They found themselves 3-0 down but showed plenty of
character to come back and win 4-3. Team of the week is the
U12F; in their first game for the school they played some excellent football and in great spirit to beat KCS.

Wednesday 9 October

Pictured above top:  The U12B team during their match with KCS.

Wilson’s vs Hollyfield (Surrey Cup)
1st XI
won 5 - 1
Wilson’s vs Trinity (Friendly)
2nd XI
won 5 - 1
Wilson’s vs John Fisher(Surrey League)
3rd XI
won 4 - 3

Thursday 10 October

Wilson’s vs Trinity (Friendlies)
U12A
won 2 - 1
U12B
lost
2-6
U12C
lost
1 - 10
U12D
won 4 - 3
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Friday 11 October

Wilson’s vs KCS (Friendlies)
U12A
won 4 - 0
U12B
drew 1 - 1
U12C
lost
1-4
U12D
won 4 - 3
U12E
won 13 - 3
U12F
won 9 - 1

Saturday 12 October

Wilson’s vs Lingfield (Friendlies)
1st XI
won 4 - 1
U15A
lost
1-3
U15B
won 7 - 0
U14A
won 9 - 1
U14B
won 13 - 0
U13A
won 6 - 2

Pictured above:   The U12F team of the week.

Pictured above top:  The U12A during their team talk.

WILSON’S CHELSEA ACADEMY PLAYER
CELEBRATES VICTORY!
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Dubem (Year 10) joined his team mates on the Stamford
Bridge pitch at half-time during the recent Chelsea v Man
Utd fixture. In October his Under-15s won the Premier
League International Tournament at their age group. The
International Tournament sees a selected group of overseas clubs invited to take on the best from England, who
progressed through regional qualifiers earlier in the season, and is considered to be the showpiece tournament
for each age group every season. Chelsea Under-15s
defeated Dynamo Kiev, Newcastle United and Manchester United in the group stage at the beginning of the

month in Derby, scoring a combined 14 goals and conceding just two. The semi-final saw Chelsea drawn
against Sunderland, where two goals and a clean sheet
meant the youngsters were through to the final to take on
the young Toffees. Another impressive performance followed in the showpiece occasion, with Everton defeated
with a convincing 4-0 scoreline. One of Dubem’s coaches
is the former England player Ashley Cole. Our congratulations to Dubem for maintaining a demanding Wilson’s
education alongside these impressive successes!
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Wednesday 13 November - EARLY
FINISH (1.05 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 13 November Developing Wilson’s evening (7.00
p.m.)

•

Thursday 14 November - Y13
Parents’ evening (4.00 p.m.)

•

Friday 15 November - Y8 PFA cake
sale (3.05 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 20 November - Sixth
Form Open Evening (6.00 p.m.)

•

Thursday 21 November - GCSE
Musicians’ Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Monday 2 December - Used Uniform
Sale (3.30 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 4 December - Winter
Concert (7.00 p.m.)

•

Friday 6 December - SCHOOL
CLOSED TO STUDENTS

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Translation Services
Please let us know if you are able to provide translation services of any kind (i.e. for
other parents and carers). Many thanks to
those parents who recently volunteered to
assist with this when we asked.

YEAR 7
ENTERPRISE DAY

DEVELOPING
WILSON’S

Friday 18 October saw the visit from the Inspirational Learning
group for the Year 7 Enterprise Day. The students were given the task of developing and marketing the idea of recycling
used oxygen cylinders in order reduce the environmental impacts of gas production and storage. Needless to say, our Year
7 students relished this complex challenge with their usual
level of enthusiasm and hard work. The skills that students felt
that they had particularly developed were those of team work,
working to a brief and trying to be creative under pressure. A
lot of fun was had amongst all the endeavour and learning. So
congratulations to Rohaan E, Vivaan G, Dennis D, Boyan X
and Saarun K for coming first in what was a very competitive
round of presentations. I know the teachers and judges would
like to commend Year 7 for their professionalism and excellent
behaviour!

Over fifty parents and alumni gathered in the John Jenkins
Hall on the evening of Thursday 17 October for the first of
our Developing Wilson’s briefings. The evening started with
a drinks reception kindly sponsored by the Wilson’s School
General Charitable Trust. The briefing was introduced by
Governor and Trustee, Julian Pearcey. The Head then briefed
guests on exciting plans for the development of the school’s
music and sports facilities and the progress of the Wilson’s
community outreach programme. With a light touch, Director of
Development, Tim Edge, then informed guests how they might
support the plans. The evening was well received and drew a
significant number of firm pledges of support from those who
attended.
The next briefing will be held on Wednesday 13 November
7pm at the School. This event is particularly relevant to parents
of boys in years 7 and 8 whose sons will benefit directly and for
a prolonged period from what is being planned. To book places at the Wednesday 13 November briefing please email Tim
Edge: te@wilsonsschool.sutton.sch.uk
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Pictured above: Y7 winners with their certificates

Pictured above: A CGI of part of the proposed new music and sports facilities.

WILSON’S

DEVELOPING
LEADERSHIP - CCF
The Army Section of the CCF spent half term developing
Leadership through a variety of courses and cadres. All based
at Shorncliffe Garrison, Wilson’s hosted a Junior NCOs Cadre
while supporting a new venture of a Senior Cadre run by St
Benedict’s, both at Saint Martin’s Plain Camp. Meanwhile Cpls
Flowers and Tan attended the Cadet Leadership Course run by
11X Brigade Cadet Training Team at Napier Barracks just down
the road.
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The Junior Cadre trained cadets from Wilson’s and Wallington
Girls as well as invited cadets from another 7 schools, and 5
other CCF contingents. The course required cadets to take on
various command appointments including in command tasks,
section attack and casualty evacuation tasks, while competing in teams in March and Shoot, Fieldcraft, Orienteering and
Obstacle Course Competitions. They were also required to
prepare “lecturettes” on a topic of their choice and later an
allocated Victoria Cross Winner. The 60 cadets that attended all passed with competent or highly competent grades. In
addition the following Wilson’s and Wallington cadets received
awards on the impressive passing out parade. Cadets from
Purple Squad won the March and Shoot and Red Squad won
best Squad overall; best in squad awards went to Cdt Brown
(Wilson’s) , Cdt Kula (Wilson’s), Cdt Phelps Gardner (WHSG)
and Cdt Chow(WHSG). Along with cadets from City of London
Freemans, Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar and St Benedict’s.
Cdt Guha (Wilson’s) received best student on course, a prize
that was jointly awarded to a student from Tunbridge Wells
Girls’ Grammar.
The Senior Cadre made up of Junior NCOs from Wilson’s CCF,
Glynn/ Freemans CCF, St Benedict’s and Kingham Hill, spent
a night in the field in miserable conditions developing the skills
required to be a Platoon Sergeant or Platoon Commander
while still finding the time to develop their rifle drill, which they
performed flawlessly on the joint pass-off parade. LCpl Apio
(Wilson’s) and Cpl Horn (WHSG) were singled out as those
who performed the best from an impressive Wilson’s CCF
cohort.
Meanwhile on the National Cadet Leadership Course run by
the CTT of 11X Brigade for aspiring NCOs in the ACF & CCF,
Cpls Tan (WHSG) and Flowers (Wilson’s) received glowing
reports and were both graded Highly Competent, a fantastic
achievement.
These excellent courses and results leave Wilson’s ready to
promote and appoint to the positions made available by the
impending arrival of recruits later this month.

Wardrobe Clearout?
Rehearsals for February’s Senior
Production of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible have begun. We have a fine cast of
young actors and we are looking forward
to yet another amazing production.
If you are having a wardrobe clear out in
the coming weeks the costume
department are looking for donations of
the following items:
•
•
•
•

Black, grey or brown plain or lace up
boots (all sizes including ladies)
Long plain black, grey or brown
ladies skirts
Black, grey or brown wool type coats/
jackets (all sizes)
Black, grey or brown knitted shawls/
scarves.

Please leave at reception for the attention of Mrs Straw, Drama Department.
Thank you so much. Your donations are
always very gratefully received

SPORTS NEWS
Sports Journalism
I was lucky enough to be invited by Tottenham Hotspur and
Nike to attend their world class media facilities and watch them
in action against Watford on October 19. As a student with
aspirations to break into journalism one day, I applied for the
‘Diversification of the Sports Media’ programme last summer
and managed to be accepted into their cohort of 40. It aims
to educate young BAME (Black, asian and minority ethnic)
students with the skills needed to become a successful sports
journalist through 10 masterclasses from broadcasters, producers, interviewers etc. over the duration of the year before
applying the knowledge gained at the Euros in 2020.
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The day began with a briefing from Nike London, detailing the
proceedings of the day. A Q&A session with former Tottenham
captain Ledley King followed, and the former England centre
back discussed his troubles dealing with the uncertainty of his
career as well as what needed to be done to eradicate racism
from the game. Darren Lewis, a leading football columnist for
the Mirror, joined us in the press auditorium, talking about his
experiences as one of the few BAME football journalists to
break into the industry and he shared his unrivalled wisdom
with us lucky few.
The group were later invited to the press box for the game
against Watford, albeit the finest of lunches prevented us from
seeing Abdoulaye Doucoure sweep home early for 1-0. Rather
fortuitously, Dele Alli stole a draw at the dying embers, which
managed to improve the chances of us speaking to a player
come post-match.
Having attended the manager’s post-match press conferences,
we reached the mixed zone, where players are obliged to walk
through at the end of the game, waiting for the rather in-demand Dele Alli. Yet we were surprised to be greeted by England captain Harry Kane and later Heung min Son who were
kind enough to allow us to interrogate them on the game and
upcoming fixtures.
The opportunity to experience life as a football journalist at the
highest level was not only enlightening but also extremely motivating and has certainly whetted my appetite to create more
opportunities for myself in the upcoming future.
Article by Freddie, Year 12

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
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The 11th November 1919 marked the first full year of peace
following the Great War and the very first observation of two
minutes of silence. Seven hundred and thirty Wilsonians and
staff fought in this war and one hundred and twenty lost their
lives. The following is taken from the November 1918 school
newsletter: “Many of the fallen we now remember perfectly
well, but when we grow older and this huge war has become
only a memory…it would be perfectly natural if we forgot them
and their names. But if some memorial were erected and their
names remembered, when a new generation has arisen who
knew them not, they could be remembered forevermore….
[we must aim to] link indissolubly the past, the present and the
future’. The outcome of this aim was the commissioning of a
beautiful War Memorial, paid for by the school community and
which was placed in the Great Hall in Camberwell. When the
school moved to Sutton in 1975, it was one of the few possessions that was brought from the old school to the new and is
now in the main reception, so that every day, every boy passes
the names of these fallen members of our community. In this
way, we live out the aim of our forebears.

This year, the Headmaster’s talk focused on the role of
non-combatants and women in particular. He illustrated how
women became involved in all areas of the war effort, both
supporting and caring for the troops. He noted the progress
made on the road to gender equality as a result of war (sometimes called the ‘locomotive of change’), not least the addition
of many millions of women to the franchise in 1918. However,
he outlined how resistant many were – including some women - to these temporary changes in the enduring beyond the
necessities of war.
After his talk, the Headmaster read out a selection of names of
those who fell from our community, a wreath was placed by the
School Captain (accompanied by members of the CCF) at the
school’s War Memorial and silence observed after the sounding of the Last Post, just as has been the case at Wilson’s
since 1919.
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Wednesday 20 November - Sixth
Form Open Evening (6.00 p.m.)

•

Thursday 21 November - GCSE
Musicians’ Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Monday 2 December - Used Uniform
Sale (3.30 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 4 December - Winter
Concert (7.00 p.m.)

•

Friday 6 December - SCHOOL
CLOSED TO STUDENTS - except
Y13 Students taking a mock
Philosophy exam.

•

Wednesday 11 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening I (7.00
p.m.)

•

Thursday 12 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening II (7.00
p.m.)

•

Friday 13 December - Drama Soiree
(7.00 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Homework
A reminder that we expect homework to be
completed at home or after school, certainly
not at break or lunchtime. This is time for
socialising and letting off steam on the playground or astros!

WILSON’S SCHOOL
CCF REMEMBERS
The CCF has always taken part in the school’s Remembrance
Assemblies and did so again this year with pride and dignity.
However, in recent years the number of roles has increased.
On Friday, eight cadets, four from each school, led by the
Regimental Sergeant Major WO1 Rennie-Carter represented
The Army’s Cadet Forces in London at City Hall, showing MPs,
Senior Officers from all three services, Assembly Members
and Mayors and Leaders of each Council in Greater London to
their seats in the Assembly Chamber for the Mayor of London’s
Service of Remembrance. They later attended the buffet and
speeches in the London Living Room at the very top of City
Hall, rubbing shoulders with Major General Ben Bathurst, CBE;
General Officer Commanding London District; London Mayor
Sadiq Khan, and many other famous and significant faces.
Colonel Cadets London District professed himself impressed
by the Wilson’s Cadets’ contribution to the day.
On Remembrance Sunday over one hundred cadets from
Wilson’s and Wallington Girls joined Reservists, Community
Cadets from the three services and the police, fire service and
St John’s Ambulance in a three hour parade and service in
Croydon, marching through the town, attending the service at
Fairfield Halls and attending a wreath laying ceremony at the
town hall. Maj Burton is always impressed by the turnout of
Wilson’s Cadets and other young people from the community
and he was pleased to see so many Wilson’s and Wallington
Girls’ students joining a range of other uniformed organisations
also on parade.
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PROMOTIONS
Congratulations to the following cadets promoted in the last
week. Especially CSM Pepper who becomes the first WHSG
student to be promoted to Warrant Officer.
ARMY
SGT FLOWERS
WO1 RENNIE-CARTER
WO2 FLETCHER		
SGT HORN		
WO2 DENG			CPL APIO		
WO2 PEPPER		
CPL KIKOYO		
CSGT SIVASOTHY		
CPL THOMPSON		
SGT PATEL, ARJUN		
CPL RAJA		
SGT TAN				
				
RAF
CWO WALES			
SGT WANG
LCPL JAIN
FSGT WONG			
FSGT BOUCHON		
LCPL BHARAT
SGT HUDSON		
LCPL HUTTON
SGT MORGAN

CCF (RAF) TRIP TO
LOSSIEMOUTH

FOOTBALL TOUR TO
SPAIN

During the half term, a group of eleven cadets visited RAF
Lossiemouth (North Scotland). Here are some of the highlights
of the week from Cadet Menon:

We were well rewarded for our early start when we arrived at
the Albir Garden resort, where we found 2 pools and a waterpark waiting for us! We then headed off to our first training
session at Polop Field where we trained for roughly an hour
and a half before heading back to our rooms. After a nice meal
we were allowed some free time. The second day began with
another training session before our first match against La
Nucia FC and it’s fair to say they were most certainly not Year
9. They went 1 - 0 up after 25 mins and then Chris scored a
header from a corner and we were back in the game. Unfortunately, they scored again soon after, then wheeled away in the
second half, scoring two to decide the game. Final score 4 - 1.
It was a tough game against a very physically advantaged side
and unfortunately, we lost.

We visited the Morayvia Aviation Museum, a charity organisation recently opened, yet it has already been awarded the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. They display a variety
of aircraft, permit visitors to enter their cockpits and have flight
simulators giving an interactive feel that everyone enjoyed.
We then visited the 1 Squadron (Fighter Squadron) and were
shown around the hangar by a pilot who gave an engaging talk
on the Typhoon – the bomber stationed in Lossiemouth used to
drive off the occasional Russian aircraft.
During the camp, the cadets were given the opportunity to
use the PTT (Part Task Trainer) and fire in the DCCT range
(Dismounted Close Combat Trainer). The PTT is essentially a
realistic flying simulator that allows cadets to learn the basics
of flight in a safe environment; this meant that we could start
working toward our Blue Wings badge. The DCCT range is a
place where we are able to practise shooting without using live
rounds; the magazines we are issued with are loaded with gas
and our shots are tracked using a programme. All cadets did
very well for their first time shooting and some even earned
their respective badges for their performance.
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The camp was an amazing experience: the activities were
always fun and the collaboration between the various schools
meant we now have friends from Cheltenham and Peterborough. Visiting an RAF base over the holidays was far more
worthwhile than anything I could have imagined doing.

The Year 8s however had much more success as they won
10 - 0 against Esport Viu Ondara!! With a Bruno hattrick they
pulled through against a weakened side to win the game. Our
third and final full day in the resort was miserably wet and so
our game was called off as was the Year 8s. We then decided
to play the Year 8s to round off the tour. The Year 8s took the
lead in the late stages of the first half with Ziyan slotting past
Max, and Chris equalised with a well worked goal in the early
stages of the second half. The last goal was a brilliant flowing
move where Han sprinted down the wing and curled in a brilliant cross for Zayn who gladly finished. Final score was 2 - 1
to the U14s. The Player’s Player of the tour for the Year 9s was
Sam who also got Top Trainer, and the Manager’s Player was
Harry. For the U13s it was Ziyan who got Player’s Player and
Dino who got Manager’s Player. Overall a great experience
and brilliant fun!
Article by Conor U14

Pictured above: U13 Football team on tour.

WILSON’S

FOOTBALL NEWS
Player Of The Week

Dmitri (Yr 11) celebrated finishing year 11 mock exams with
a stunning hattrick for the 3rd XI against Bede’s. The always
consistent Dennis (Yr 10) continued to star for the U15Bs with
a fantastic all-round midfield performance. Player of the week
is Will (Yr 12 and pictured below) who scored two goals for
the 2nd XI in their win over Box Hill with one of them being a
sublime finish, and goal of the season contender.

Team Of The Week

It was a good week for the U15s with both the B and C teams
winning their games and scoring twelve goals. The 14Cs long
away trip to Eastbourne resulted in a fine 9 - 2 win with some
exceptional team goals being scored. Team of the week is the
2nd XI (pictured below) who won both their games this week.
In both games they showed good character to come from behind and win.

RUGBY BOYS BEAT
LOCAL RIVALS IN
THRILLER MATCH!
The Wilson’s Rugby A-team had a home match on 5
November. The match consisted of almost equal play, with the
slight upper hand to Wilson’s because of the home ground advantage. The team managed to play to an exceptional quality
and managed several tries with a few lapses. The opposing
team had agile and fast players with a few tacklers, but Michael
sped past them and scored several tries with assistance from
the rest of the team. Shaan (captain of the team) tackled with
courage and vigour, being an exceptional model for the rest of
the team. Toba also played a major part in both defence and
attack by being able to run the length of the field with speed
and agility. There were several other players who played
incredibly well and overall, the whole team played with the skill
and prowess that an A-team rugby squad should have. Everyone played a part in the win that day because everyone tried
their hardest. They won 55 to 10 with a fairly large lead. Well
Done!
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Article by Ravindu (8H)

Pictured above: 2nd XI Team of the Week.

Ravindu has just been awarded the
‘Spirit of Rugby’ badge for fantastic attitude and teamwork shown
this term. Despite being injured for
a large part of the early season,
Ravindu has been ever-present at
training, assisting with kit and equipment, as well as some of the coaching. He has shown great respect
to staff and his peers, whist also
bringing an element of enjoyment
with his beaming smile and willingness to help. Well done Ravindu, an excellent example of how
every Wilsonian should conduct himself.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Wednesday 6 November

Wilson’s vs Salesian’s (Friendly)
1st XI 		
won
4-1
Wilson’s vs Box Hill (Friendlies)
2nd XI 		
won
3-2
4th XI 		
won
3-1

Thursday 7 November

Wilson’s vs Glenthorne (Sutton Cup)
U14A		
won
3-1

Friday 8 November

Wilson’s vs Fitzmarc (National Cup)
U12A		
lost
0-6
Wilson’s vs Kingsdale (National Cup)
U12B		
lost
1-6

Saturday 9 November

Wilson’s vs Bede’s (Friendlies)
1st XI 		
lost
1-2
2nd XI 		
won
3-2
3rd XI 		
won
4-1
U15B 		
won
5-0
U15C 		
won
7-5
U14A 		
lost
2-9
U14C 		
won
9-2

CHESS RESULTS
Surrey League:

Wilson’s A lost to RGS Guildford A
Win for Shivam (Yr 7) – against one of the best
U18 players in England; Draw for Aurideep (L6)

National School Championship
Wilson’s School B			
Wilson’s School D/E/F teams 		
All qualified for the regional stage
Other participants:
Wilson’s School C/G/H teams		
The Cedars School 			
(Wilson’s School A already qualified)

3/3
2/3
1/3
0/3

3 wins for Raghav (Yr 7), Samino (U6),
Jack (Yr 8) and Vinay (Yr 8)
2 wins and one draw for Rahul (Yr 8), Ugas (Yr 10),
Minh (Yr 8) and Minhyuk (Yr 8)

Pictured above: U12B in their National Cup game .

Pictured: above U14 Football team on tour in Spain.

CRICKETING EXCELLENCE!
We are very proud to be included once again, in the Cricketer
Magazine’s Schools Guide for 2020 featuring the top 100 senior schools. A record number of schools submitted entries to
be included in the guide which were judged against an extensive set of criteria, with the chosen schools having outstanding
facilities, fixture programmes and coaching.
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The Cricketer is the world’s best-selling cricket magazine and
retains its position as the most respected voice in cricket.

Sitting alongside schools such as Reed’s and Charterhouse,
we are rightly pleased to have been selected and aim to keep
providing as many opportunities as we can for the boys at
Wilson’s.
The Cricketer magazine will be on sale from Friday 22
November and a digital version on Friday 13 December. The
Head offered his congratulations to the P.E. Department!
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Monday 2 December - Used Uniform
Sale (3.30 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 4 December - Winter
Concert (7.00 p.m.)

•

Friday 6 December - SCHOOL
CLOSED TO STUDENTS - except
Y13 Students taking a mock
Philosophy exam.

•

Wednesday 11 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening I (7.00
p.m.)

•

Thursday 12 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening II (7.00
p.m.)

•

Friday 13 December - Y8 PFA Cake
Sale

•

Friday 13 December - Drama Soiree
(7.00 p.m.)

•

Monday 16 December - Christmas
Carol Service - Croydon Minster
(7.30 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Zebra Crossings
Boys have been asked to make more effort
to acknowledge drivers who stop and wait
for them to cross Mollison Drive at the end
of the school day. They are encouraged to
think about where else such small courtesies might be appreciated.

VISITbyTO
ROME
Neel,Year 9

Student of the
MUSICIANS’ EVENING. Month - November
This month, the following students have
been highlighted as really embodying
the school’s ethos and being role model
examples of Wilsonians!

Over the half term, I went to Italy with my family. It was a very
educational and interesting experience. First, I went to Rome
and saw the Colosseum. The Colosseum was circular, and I
learnt that this was because the Romans wanted to ensure that
everyone could see the entertainment. Before the Colosseum,
there was Nero’s grand palace which boasted 140 rooms. It
had a huge space in the middle, so emperor Vespasian destroyed the palace and built the Colosseum instead. He kept
the underground water system so that the Romans could have
naval battles as well.
I also went to Pompeii and Herculaneum and I learnt a lot
about the Roman culture and what happened during the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD. On the streets of Pompeii,
there were stepping stones. This is because if you wanted to
cross the road, you had to use these if you didn’t want to step
in all the sewage that was lying on the streets. The Romans
had no drainage system! I also climbed up to the top of Mount
Vesuvius and it was very hard work but in the end the view was
spectacular. I also went to the Vatican City and went inside
Saint Peter’s Basilica with its elaborate decor. Vatican City is
actually a country with its own independent state and is ruled
by the Pope. I learnt about the Pope and even saw the catacombs of previous Popes. Overall, it was a very interesting
experience and it gives you a background into Roman life. I
strongly recommend that you go on the Pompeii trip next year,
especially if you study Latin.
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WILSON’S
YEAR SEVEN MUSIC
SHOWCASE EVENINGS

7PM WED 11TH DEC FORM GROUPS B,C,D
7PM THURS 12TH DEC FORM GROUPS G,H,S

JOHN JENKINS HALL

The year 11 GCSE musicians delighted audiences in the John
Jenkins Hall on Thursday this week. The quality of performances from the students was very high indeed, and all students
conducted themselves with poise, precision, and maturity. The
majority of the recordings from the evening will be sent off as
part of the students’ performance coursework, and it was very
pleasing to hear how the students’ performing has improved
over the past few years. Some standout performances included a sensitive rendition of Dowland’s Flow my Tears performed
by Kiyan, a rousing performance of Spanish Brandy, played by
Patrick on the clarinet, a vibrant performance of the Gavotte en
Rondeau, from Bach’s Partita for solo Violin in E Major, performed by Anton, and an impressive performance of Schytte’s
Etude in A minor, played by Charlie. It was delightful, too, to
hear the progress made by those students who began playing their instrument in the Year 7 Instrumental Programme at
Wilson’s, and have subsequently raised their playing standard
significantly through determination and hard graft. Mr Elsom
would like to thank Dr Clayden for his invaluable accompanying
skills, and also all parents who supported the event by attending.

Pictured above: Alex (Y7)
Alex has been heavily involved in all
levels of Cross Country competitions and
has been a great success in all of them.
Well done Alex!

Pictured above: Monty (Y8)
Monty demonstrated the ‘Non Sibi Sed
Omnibus’ motto perfectly by selflessly offering his seat to a member of the public
on a bus, without any hesitation.

ALL VOCALISTS WILL PERFORM ON WEDNESDAY
BASSOONISTS WILL BE PERFORMING BOTH NIGHTS

FREE CONCERT

RETURN REPLY SLIPS TO THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

FOOTBALL NEWS
Player Of The Week

Jacob (DS Yr 11) scored a stunning four goals for the 3rd XI
and in the same game Kwesi (Yr 11) put in a complete performance. Adhrit (Yr 7) was the hero for the U12A, saving three
out of five penalties in their national cup game. Seyon (Yr 12)
put in one of his best displays for the school with two brilliant
finishes and an assist. Player of the week though is James (Yr
7) for scoring an unbelievable five goals against Royal Russell
for the U12Cs.

Team Of The Week

The U13Cs worked extremely hard to gain a 2-0 win under
lights against Royal Russell on Thursday. The 1st XI put in a
near faultless display to beat Brentwood in the national cup
while the U12As in the same competition showed excellent
character to beat Aldenham 3-2 on penalties. Team of the week
is the U14Cs who had a very good week; a good draw away
versus Alleyn’s which was followed up with an exciting 7-4 win
over Royal Russell.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Thursday 14 November

Wilson’s vs Alleyn’s (Friendlies)
U14A		
U14B		
U14C		

lost
lost
drew

0-5
0-5
3-3

U12C		
U13C		

lost
won

5-6
2-0

Wilson’s vs Royal Russell
(Friendlies)

Friday 15 November

Wilson’s vs Aldenham (National
Cup)
U12A		
won
			

3 - 2 (on penalties)
1 - 1 (AET)

Saturday 16 November

Wilson’s vs Brentwood (National
Cup)
1st XI		

won

4-2

2nd XI 		
3rd XI 		
U15A		
U15C 		
U14A 		
U14C 		

lost
won
lost
lost
won
won

1-6
8-1
1-8
0-7
2-3
7-4
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Wilson’s vs Royal Russell
(Friendlies)

CHESS RESULT
Surrey League
Wilson’s A beat Trinity 3.5 - 2.5
Wins for Max (Y11) and
Raghav (Y7).
Draws for Henry (Y9), Shivam
(Y7) and Aurideep (L6)

Pictured above: James, player of the week.

Pictured top:
U14C, team of the week.
Pictured bottom: U13C team against Royal Russell.

GET INVOLVED!
As we write, the Y12 Geographers will be finishing their ‘refreshing’ (perhaps ‘cold’ might be more accurate!), but invigorating field work on the south coast. At Wilson’s we are really
proud to offer a massive range of extra-curricular opportunities,
which appeal to interests of all (and sometimes niche!) kinds.
As well as encouraging pupils to develop academically, it is
crucial that we nurture the skills and develop the fully-rounded
personality that is the hallmark of the Wilsonian!
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We currently have a plethora of thriving sports teams from football and cricket through to badminton and table tennis. Whilst
Wilson’s has a very strong (and deserved) reputation for excellence in football, rugby is increasingly popular and the school
has been included once again in the Cricketer Magazine’s
Schools Guide for 2020 featuring the top 100 senior schools.
Our thriving Music Department runs a wide variety of

ensembles. Every year, we host well over 35 concerts, recitals,
productions and other musical events.
Our Drama Department puts on several events each year, with
The Crucible on the horizon in February next year. As well as
playing host to one of the largest CCF contingents in London,
participation in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme has
grown hugely in recent years, with well over 100 boys taking
part at Silver or Gold level. We have successful Chess and
Debating teams as well as any number of groups and societies
that meet during the school week, and which vary in size according to their interest and following. Sporting and educational
trips also take place - sometimes during the holidays like the
ever popular watersports trip. If your son has an idea of something he would like to and we don’t currently offer it, he should
speak to our Wellbeing Lead, Ms Banner!
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Monday 2 December - Used Uniform
Sale (3.30 p.m.)

•

Wednesday 4 December - Winter
Concert (7.00 p.m.)

•

Friday 6 December - SCHOOL
CLOSED TO STUDENTS - except
Y13 Students taking a mock
Philosophy exam.

•

Wednesday 11 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening I (7.00
p.m.)

•

Thursday 12 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening II (7.00
p.m.)

•

Friday 13 December - Y8 PFA Cake
Sale

•

Friday 13 December - Drama Soiree
(7.00 p.m.)

•

Monday 16 December - Christmas
Carol Service - Croydon Minster
(7.30 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Thank you
We are very grateful to parents for their support of the school’s Code of Conduct. This
all helps to make the school the safest and
most orderly place it can be for the boys.
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WILSON’S VS.
THE CEDARS
On Friday 22 November, the U12B rugby team played a home
game against The Cedars. After a 10 minute warm up, we
were ready to get the match started. Wilson’s began with a
very strong defensive line making sure none of the opponents
got past us. Vrishak (7G), Vyansh (7G) and Vibu (7H) made
lots of strong tackles, denying The Cedars the chance to score
a try. After some strong defence, Vyansh (7G) managed to
find a gap and scored our first try, which we then doubled up.
The first try gave us a huge confidence boost and we started
tackling our opposing team’s strong players more often. Nicolas (7B) and Aarush (7S) made some good runs. In the second half, we started very strong with Vrishak (7G) scoring an
amazing try for the team. Wilson’s maintained this throughout
the second half, which led us to a 20-15 victory. It was a memorable and very enjoyable match !

SPEED OPTIONS

WILSON’S
YEAR SEVEN MUSIC
SHOWCASE EVENINGS

Last Friday all of Year 11 took part in Speed Options. This
regular event in our stable careers programme allows students to find out more about the A Levels they can study at
Wilson’s. Each subject is represented by Year 12 students who
give them an insight into what it is like to study the subject at
AS. The aim of the event is to help ensure that Year 11 make
informed choices about what they study next. This is in addition
to the careers interview where they receive impartial guidance
and other key events that help prepare them for their next
steps such as the 6th form Open Evening and PSHE lessons.

7PM WED 11TH DEC FORM GROUPS B,C,D
7PM THURS 12TH DEC FORM GROUPS G,H,S

JOHN JENKINS HALL

ALL VOCALISTS WILL PERFORM ON WEDNESDAY
BASSOONISTS WILL BE PERFORMING BOTH NIGHTS

Article by Rishabh (7G)

FREE CONCERT

RETURN REPLY SLIPS TO THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
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WILSON’S
PFA NEWS
PFA 100 CLUB - NOVEMBER DRAW
The winners of the November PFA 100 Club draw are as
follows;1st
Mrs L Harries 			
£23.00
2nd
Mr Thomas Rich 		
£14.00
3rd
Mrs L Sivaramalingam
£9.25
Our congratulations go to all of them.

Pictured above: U12B rugby team vs. The Cedars

After many successful years, the PFA has to announce the
closure of the lottery club at the end of this year. The last draw
will take place in December. Good luck!

FOOTBALL NEWS

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

Player Of The Week

Dmitri (Yr 11) went on a goal scoring spree with two hat-tricks
in two games for the 3rd XI. Another hat-trick hero was Jonathan (Yr 7) with a stunning three goals to lead the U12A to
a win against Harrodian. Player of the week is 1st XI captain
Josh (U6) who put in a near faultless display for the 1st XI and
led the team superbly well to a win against Harrow.

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Monday 18 November

Wilson’s vs Clement Danes (National Cup)
U15A		

Team Of The Week

lost

0-3

Wednesday 20 November

The 3rd XI and 1st XI continued to impress this week. The 3rd
XI continued to score goals for fun with twelve in two games
while the 1st XI had one of their best wins for the school with
a 2-0 win away against a very good Harrow side. Team of the
week is the U12A who won two games in two games in wet
conditions. On the Friday they won a thrilling game against
Glenthorne 5-4 and followed that up next day with a 5-3 win
versus Harrodian in front of David Beckham!

Wilson’s vs. KCS (Friendlies)
2nd XI
3rd XI
4th XI		
5th XI		

won
won
drew
won

2-1
5-0
1-1
1-0

Thursday 21 November

Wilson’s vs Hampton (Friendlies)
U14A		
U14B		

lost
lost

1-2
0-5

Friday 22 November

Wilson’s vs Glenthorne (Friendlies)
Pictured above: U12A Team of the Week

U12A		

won

5-4

Saturday 23 November

Wilson’s vs Harrodian (Friendlies)
U12A		
U13A		
U15A		

won
drew
won

5-3
4-4
3-1

1st XI		
2nd XI		
3rd XI		

won
lost
won

2-0
1-2
7-2
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Wilson’s vs Harrow (Friendlies)

CHESS RESULT
Wilson’s B beat Whitgift B 11 - 1
Two wins for Shivank (L6),
Daniel (Y10), Arenkan (U6) and
Ansh (L6),
One win for Ian (Y10), Adam
(Y11) and David (Y11)

Pictured above:

U15A meet David Beckham!

Pictured above: 1st XI vs. Harrow

WINTER AT WILSON’S
‘The quality of musicianship at the Winter Concert that took
place in the John Jenkins Hall this week was incredibly impressive. There were numerous highlights, including the Chamber
String Ensemble, performing Tchaikovsky’s complex Serenade
in C; the first performance for the newly-formed Junior String
Ensemble delighted the audience with a number of classical and popular pieces, including a Polka by Strauss and an
arrangement of Clean Bandit’s Rather Be; the Oboe Ensemble, directed by Ms Dennis, performed a challenging concerto
originally written for strings by Vivaldi; and the growing Brass
ensemble performed the exciting September, arranged and
conducted by Mr Willey. The Senior Wind Band brought the
first half of the concert to a dramatic close when they performed highlights from the world of Mambo, and a medley of
exciting melodies from Star Trek.
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The highly selective Chamber Wind Band opened the second
half of the concert with a rousing rendition of contemporary
composer Heaton’s Toccata, during which particularly florid
and complex passages for the brass were handled expertly.
The Junior Wind Ensemble, in their first public performance,
brought the audience highlights from Disney’s Aladdin, and a
sensitive rendition of You’ve Got a Friend in Me from Disney’s
Toy Story. This song, composed by Newman, has been used in
a number of the sequels to the original film. There were further
tender moments when the Barbershop Ensemble performed

When Music Sounds by Johnson; composed for the 2016
Florida All-State Men’s Choir, this expressive and lyrical original work gently flows forward, supported by rich piano textures.
The ever-popular Uptown Girl then followed before the Senior
Orchestra took to the stage in order to bring the evening’s
performances to a close. Generally considered one of the most
popular symphonies of all time, Dvorak’s Symphony Number
9, also known as the New World Symphony, is a particularly
moving piece inspired by the sounds and landscape of America; the piece was composed when Dvorak was the director
of the National Conservatory of Music of America. Dvorak
skilfully weaves themes from the preceding movements of the
symphony in the dramatic fourth movement that was heard on
Wednesday evening.
The students performed admirably, and Mr Cole explained just
how proud he was of all of them for their hard work, dedication,
and commitment. He also explained how impressed he was
with the calibre of the musicianship, as many of the items that
were performed were not arranged for school ensembles, but
by the composers themselves. The support shown by parents
and staff was appreciated by the Music Department and students. We hope parents will join us at the Year 7 Showcases
on 11 and 12 December, starting at 7pm, and at Croydon Minster on Monday 16 December at 7.30 pm for our annual Carol
Service to which all are very welcome.’
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Links
Next Week’s Menus
Absence Request Form
Calendar

Looking Ahead
•

Wednesday 11 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening I (7.00
p.m.)

•

Thursday 12 December - Year 7
Music Showcase Evening II (7.00
p.m.)

•

Friday 13 December - Y8 PFA Cake
Sale

•

Friday 13 December - Drama Soiree
(7.00 p.m.)

•

Monday 16 December - Christmas
Carol Service - Croydon Minster
(7.30 p.m.)

•

Friday 20 December - Term Ends
(3.05 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Non Sibi Sed Omnibus
Following a recent assembly by Mr Alderson, pupils have been reminded by their
tutors this week about the value of helping
others without seeking reward. In the New
Year, there will be new opportunities for pupils to engage in volunteering both in school
and with local charities. Further information
to follow!

ROYAL SOCIETY STUDENT CONFERENCE
Last Tuesday, we attended a Royal Society Student Conference, aimed at bringing together students from around the
country in order to give them an experience of a real scientific
conference. The conference consisted of an initial workshop
where students reviewed each other’s projects, in the style of a
question and answer session, followed by students presenting
their findings to guest researchers in a conference hall.

When we were presenting our findings, we were surprised to
find that some researchers had used a similar technique of
converting data into sound to identify patterns, when analysing
seismic data from earthquakes. The thought that the basis of
our project was also the basis for actual, current scientific projects strengthened our belief in our work, and apart from a small
technical issue at the start, the conference went smoothly.

Our own project was to do with ‘listening’ to the ‘sounds’ of
space itself. More specifically, we were given data about the
Earth’s magnetosphere, the region of space that the Earth’s
magnetic field permeates, modified so that we could listen to
it. The idea was that an unusual pattern of sounds in the data
could correspond to unusual cosmic events. We discovered
one such pattern of sounds, and analysed both the variation
of frequency and amplitude of these sounds, though could not
ultimately find an external cosmic cause for this pattern.

We also had the opportunity to listen to the story of one of the
Fellows of the Royal Society, Tom McLeish. His lecture, titled ‘A
Random Walk in Science’, detailed how his scientific interests
changed during the course of his life, but ultimately allowed
him to make a contribution to astronomy, a field he had been
interested in as a child, concluding that science is often connected in surprising ways.
Overall, the experience was very worthwhile. It was a truly
inspiring way to say goodbye to the project we had worked on
for a year, perhaps secretly hoping it would one day connect to
future research.

WILSON’S
YEAR SEVEN MUSIC
SHOWCASE EVENINGS

7PM WED 11TH DEC FORM GROUPS B,C,D
7PM THURS 12TH DEC FORM GROUPS G,H,S

JOHN JENKINS HALL

ALL VOCALISTS WILL PERFORM ON WEDNESDAY
BASSOONISTS WILL BE PERFORMING BOTH NIGHTS

FREE CONCERT

RETURN REPLY SLIPS TO THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
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CLASSICS QUIZ
Last Thursday, Old Palace school hosted the annual classics
quiz, which this year was attended by Wilson’s and Streatham
and Clapham schools. Setting off at 4:00, the Wilson’s cohort
was excited at the prospect of learning about the classical
world. Split up into teams, the boys were given the task of
answering a series of gruelling questions, each with a given
theme, ranging from the history of the Roman empire to Ancient Greek religious practices. The boys performed well under
the pressure of a tight time limit, recalling the most obscure of
classical knowledge. Above all, the event was an opportunity
for many budding classicists to expand their knowledge of the
ancient world, and to enjoy collaborating with like minded students from other schools.

Pictured right: Akesh and Rubaiyat discussing their project with key
note speaker Tom McLeish.

Free refreshments were provided by the school, who we would
like to thank for their generosity
and hospitality. The teachers who
volunteered to mark the questions
and supervise the quiz earned a
healthy round of applause, and we
thank them again for dedicating
their time to make this event possible, as well as those staff who
escorted the group to the event.
Article by Leo (Y10)

WORLD RACKLETLON

Last week I travelled to Germany with my brother to compete
in the World Racketlon Singles and Team Championships.
Racketlon is a relatively new sport where you play the same
opponent at table tennis, badminton, squash and finally tennis.
All games are up to 21 points and the winner is the person with
the most points overall after the 4 disciplines.
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Previously I had only played for GB in the junior categories. In
our group we had been drawn against Sweden, France and
Denmark. In our matches against both Sweden and France,
which we won overall, I played in the doubles matches. Our
final match was against the favourites, Denmark. We beat
them at table tennis and managed to extend our lead after the
squash matches. We then needed to beat them at tennis to
become overall winners of the match, which we did. We were
in the final against Germany! Germany were favourites for this
match, however, after playing really well at both table tennis
and badminton we were just left to beat them at squash and
tennis to become World Champions. We did it and GB became World Champions in this event for the first time ever!
I was also there to defend my U16 singles and team crowns.
My partner and I played well and managed to win the team
event without needing to play tennis at all. This gave me confidence for the singles matches and, despite some fierce competition, I won and became World Champion. I had a fantastic
week in Germany and am looking forward to next year.
Article by Luke (Year 11)

RAINBOW LACES

Every week hundreds on Wilson’s students take to the football
field to represent the school. Last week however, the football
players showed their support for equality in sport by lacing up
their boots rather colourfully. ‘Rainbow Laces’ is a campaign
led by the charity Stonewall which encourages players of many
different sports to wear rainbow laces in their sports shoes to
show their support of LGBT equality. This year our Director
of Sport Mr Parkinson arranged for over 300 of our students,
playing 51 fixtures of football, rugby, basketball and table tennis between 22 November and 8 December to wear the laces
and support the campaign. A Year 7 student said that he wore
the laces in his match on Saturday ‘to show that everyone is
accepted in football and that everyone should be proud of who
they are.’
Statistics show that 4 in 10 LGBT people don’t think sport is
welcoming. Yet sport has the power to bring people together
and give us a sense of community, energy and belonging.
Whilst the rainbow laces campaign is simple, it sends out a
message loud and clear that we will not stand for anti LGBT
language, that we support equality and that we welcome everyone.

At Wilson’s our support of the LGBT
community runs through everything we
do. Our PSHE programme is completely
inclusive and sexuality and gender identity is taught age appropriately at each
Key Stage. Pride Club is now in its sixth
year, meeting every Monday lunchtime
in the 1880 room, providing a safe space
for LGBT students and allies to meet
and feel supported. Wilson’s School has
marched in the London Pride parade for
the last three years. Many members of
staff now wear rainbow lanyards. And we
are now proud to add our participation
in the Rainbow Laces campaign to this
ever growing list of the ways in which we
support LGBT equality.

RUGBY NEWS
U12A vs THE CEDARS
On Friday 22 November the U12A rugby team competed
against The Cedars School. Both teams played exceptionally
well, and it was an extremely close game ending 20-20. In the
first half the opposition took a shocking three try lead but fortunately Wilson’s pulled one back through Ethan L scoring in the
corner to make it 15-5 at half time. Throughout the second half
we pulled ourselves together and I scored two tries. We made
an amazing comeback to make it 20-15 to Wilson’s. But just
30 seconds before the end of the game, one of the opposition
players broke through to make the score a draw.
The team were grateful to the PE staff for making this match
possible and to Seth for his helpful tips from the side. He even
lent Ethan his boots as he forgot his studs! I think the whole
team, including myself thoroughly enjoyed this game and even
Dylan’s motivational words at the end of the match!
Article by Chris (7S)

SPIRIT OF RUGBY
AWARD

MOVEMBER

The spirit of rugby award this
week goes to Limo Z in 7C. After
training on Tuesday Limo saw
Ethan was struggling with the bag
of balls and offered to take them
for him. An excellent display of
teamwork and of the school motto
‘Non Sibi Sed Omnibus’ as well
as respect for a fellow student.
Congratulations to Limo.

1ST XV HAVE FUN IN
THE MUD!
With the game against Claremont cancelled due to a waterlogged pitch, the 1st XV rugby team had an excellent session
in the mud behind the cricket nets! The focus was contact skills
and the boys most definitely improved throughout the session.
The U16 cohort, who have made up the 1st XV this year, have
an excellent attitude towards training and are always willing
to listen, develop and improve. They are a fantastic group to
coach and are thoroughly committed to the cause. Well done.

This year, 9 Sixth Form Students, along
with Mr Lawton, took part in the Movember campaign. This involved growing a
moustache (however wispy!) and raising
money for the charity, which aims to raise
money for and get men talking about
men’s health, testicular and prostate cancer and mental health issues. We raised
a total of £892, so thank you to everyone
who took part in the campaign, and those
who donated.
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Article by Nat (Y13)

Pictured above:

U12A team vs. The Cedars

Pictured above:

1st XV enjoying the mud!

FOOTBALL NEWS
Player Of The Week

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

Tom (Yr 10) had a memorable
game for the U15Bs scoring
a hattrick and also an assist.
A very good all-round performance which had everything.
Nishil (Yr 7) and Sachit (Yr 7)
were unplayable for the U12Ds
against Hampton showing great
skill and quality on the ball.
Player of the week is Bradley
(Yr 9) who continues to impress
for the U14A scoring a hattrick
against Whitgift taking his tally
to 21 for the season.

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Tuesday 26 November

Wilson’s vs Hendon (National Cup)
1st XI		

won

5-1

Wednesday 27 November

Wilson’s vs. Kingston (Friendlies)
2nd XI 		
3rd XI 		

won
won

8-0
3-1

Friday 29 November

Wilson’s vs. Hampton (Friendlies)
Pictured above right:

U12A		
U12B		
U12C		
U12D		
U12D		

Player of the Week, Bradley.

Team Of The Week
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The U15Bs continued to be one of the in-form teams beating
Whitgift 5-1. They have won six out of their last seven games
and remain unbeaten. What is even more impressive is the fact
they have only conceded seven goals all season, well done
to goalkeeper Kavilaish (Yr 10) and his defence. Team of the
week is the U12Ds who beat Hampton 4-3 away in a thrilling
match in which both sides deserve huge credit for the way they
played. A win against Hampton is always one to remember but
that also means the U12Ds have won every game they have
played in this year. Well done to captain Namish (Yr 7) and the
squad.

lost
lost
lost
won
lost

1-5
2-5
0-3
4-3
0-4

Saturday 30 Nov
Pictured above: U12A and U12B football teams lace up for LBGT
equality.

Wilson’s vs. Whitgift (Friendlies)
U12A		
U12B		
U13A		
U13B		
U14A		
U15B		

drew
lost
lost
lost
lost
won

4-4
2-7
1-3
2-7
4-7
5-1

CHESS RESULT
Wilson’s beat Reigate 5.5 - 0.5
Wins for Henry (Y9), Aurideep
(L6) Kiran (L6), Koushikk (L6)
and Varun (Y11).

Pictured above:

U12D Team of the Week

Pictured above: U12C team vs. Hampton.

YEAR 7 WINTER SHOWCASES
2019

An electric atmosphere filled the John Jenkins Hall this
week when every boy in Year 7 performed to a packed
audience in our two Winter Showcases. The progress
that all students have made with the instruments that they
began to learn at the very start of September was impressive. A number of individual awards were presented
to those students who, in their teachers’ eyes, had made
the most improvement, were worthy of being highly commended, or had shown an outstanding approach to learning their new instrument. They were heartily congratulated
by Mr Cole.
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Smaller group items were performed throughout both evenings, directed by the instrumental tutors, showcasing the
talents of the different instrumental groups. There was

even a small selection of soloists who should be
particularly proud of all they achieved. For the close of
each concert, the whole wind band joined forces in order
to perform pieces specifically arranged for the Year 7
Instrumental Programme Showcase, directed by Mr Elsom at the conductor’s podium. Many thanks go to all the
parents who have supported their sons in their musical
endeavours.
We look forward to welcoming you to our annual Carol
Service which will take place at Croydon Minster on
Monday 16 December, starting at 7.30 p.m.
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Looking Ahead
•

Monday 16 December - Christmas
Carol Service - Croydon Minster
(7.30 p.m.)

•

Friday 20 December - House Mufti

•

Friday 20 December - Term Ends
(3.05 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Christmas Gifts
Reminder - for last minute Christmas gifts,
do remember to use the links to Amazon
and Easy Fundraising on the home page of
the school website!

L6 SUBJECT
COMMENDATIONS

BUDDING
JOURNALISTS

This term the Sixth Form Team invited Heads of Department
to nominate students in their subjects to receive Sixth Form
Commendations. Commendations are awarded to students
who demonstrate excellent effort in their studies and who
regularly go beyond what is expected of them. Students who
are nominated are role models to others in their work ethic and
we want to formally acknowledge and celebrate their diligence
and resilience. Congratulations to all of those who have been
nominated!

Over 30 pupils in Years 10 and 11 are involved in Newsquest’s
Young Reporter Scheme this year, inding stories and writing
articles to be uploaded online within strict deadlines. Pupils are
given advice and encouragement by the Newsquest team and
there are regular opportunities to win prizes. Kinshuk (11G)
was recently given the chance to climb the O2 as part of the
scheme. He has written about his experiences in an article
published online this week. We are delighted that Kinshuk
could enjoy this unique opportunity. Participants from Wilson’s
have really enjoyed being involved in the Young Reporter
Scheme so far and found it very motivating. We hope to publish some of the strongest articles written by pupils in this
newsletter over the coming months.
A select group of Sixth Form students have also enjoyed
talking in more depth about the ethical and practical considerations for journalists in weekly sessions. These have covered
such diverse topics as interview technique, media law, and assessing the credibility of source information. Next term, we will
look more at writing engagingly and intelligibly; some younger
pupils may be invited to the sessions.
Dev (12CEH) has organised the creation and development of a
new science magazine, with extensive contributions from students. It is beautifully produced and there are some excellent
articles. We are considering how this might be disseminated
more widely in the New Year.
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Pictured above: Lower Sixth students who have been nominated
for commendations.

PFA FESTIVE FUN
QUIZ 2019
Wilson’s PFA Quiz 2019 - a fun quiz to solve with your family
over the festive period. Answer 50 questions correctly and win
£100!
https://wilsonspfa.org/images/events/PFA_
Quiz_2019.pdf
If you enjoy the quiz, please support the
PFA by donating at:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wilsonspfaquiz2019

Pictured above:

Kinshuk climbing the O2.

The Music Department at Wilson’s hope to
see as many of you as possible at the school
Carol Service at Croydon Minster next Monday (16 December). Everyone is welcome.

FOOTBALL NEWS
Player Of The Week

Dmitri (Yr 11) had another good week for the 3rd XI scoring
four goals in two games. His performance on Saturday was
full of running and power which nearly resulted in a goal of
the season with his overhead kick from twenty yard’s clipping
the crossbar. Callum (Yr 13) put in two fantastic displays for
the 1st XI showing leadership and excellent positional play to
carry on his impressive season. Player of the week is Ademola (Yr 13) who was inspirational for the 2nd XI in their fine
1-1 draw with Gordon’s. Ademola made countless blocks and
last-ditch tackles to keep the impressive Gordon’s attack at
bay.

Team Of The Week

The 2nd XI put in one of their best displays of the season on
Saturday against Gordon’s 1st XI. Captain Luca (Yr 13) was
everywhere in midfield and was well supported by Ben (Yr 13),
Alfie (Yr 13) and Leon (Yr 13) to get a fantastic result playing
up a level. Team of the week are the 3rd XI who made it seven
wins in a row with wins against Richard Challoner and Gordon’s. What is even more impressive is they played up a level
in these two games and still scored eight goals without reply.
Special mention to Tobi (Yr 11) and Jasper (Yr 11) who continue to lead from the front as captains.

National Cup Fever!
This past week it was all about the biggest competition in
school football, the ESFA National Cup. The U12A and 1st XI
both had opportunities to make it to the latter stages and keep
the dream alive and they both didn’t disappoint.
The U12A beat Monk’s Walk 2-1 to make it to the last 16 in the
country. Anthony (Yr 7) came off the bench to smash home the
winner towards the end while Myles (Yr 7) was excellent with a
man of the match performance.
The 1st XI faced the daunting task of playing the impressive
Lea Valley and it looked like, despite their excellent performance, their National Cup run was coming to an end. But
up stepped Richard (Yr 13) to level the game 2-2 in the last
minute. This took the game to penalties and it was Ellis (Yr 12)
who was the hero saving the last penalty to give them a 4-3
win. Delight at then end as the players leaped on the heroic
goalkeeper as they advanced to the last 32 in the country.
Well done both teams.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Tuesday 2 December

Wilson’s vs Monks Walk (National
Cup Elite)
U12A		

won

2-1

Wednesday 4 December

Wilson’s vs. Lea Valley (National
Cup)
1st XI 		
won
			

4 - 3 (on Penalties)
2 - 2 (AET)

2nd XI		
3rd XI		

2-5
5-0

Wilson’s vs. Richard Challoner
(Friendlies)
lost
won

Friday 6 December

Wilson’s vs. Carshalton (National
Super League)
1st XI		

lost

0-3

Saturday 7 December
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Wilson’s vs. Glyn (Friendlies)
U15A 		
U15B 		
U14A 		
U14B 		
U13A 		
U13B 		
U12A 		
U12B 		

lost
lost
lost
lost
lost
lost
lost
lost

1-3
1-2
2-4
1-5
0-4
0-9
0-3
1-5

2nd XI 		
3rd XI 		

drew
won

1-1
3-0

Wilson’s vs. Gordons (Friendlies)

Pictured above:

Richard with a last minute goal for the 1st XI.

Pictured above: U12A team.

WILSON’S SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE
2019
The annual Wilson’s Carol Service was a wonderful opportunity
for the wider school community to come together and celebrate
in the magnificent setting of Croydon Minster. Many pupils,
parents, siblings, grandparents, teachers, governors, and Old
Wilsonians joined us for a truly memorable service. The marvellous School Choir (in which we have over 100 participants)
and brass players had spent the afternoon in rehearsals, ably
conducted by our Director of Choral Music, Mr Christopher
Hann.
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Traditional carols such as ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and ‘O
Little Town of Bethlehem’ were interspersed with some wonderful sacred choral music, such as Pärt’s challenging ‘Bogoroditse Djevo’ sung by our Chamber Choir, and William Mathias’s
dramatic setting of ‘A Babe is Born’, sung by the full choir.

A true spectacle was the performance of the opening movement and Chorale of Bach’s Cantata ‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die
stimme’. The addition of the brass and the glorious descants
added to the magical feel of the evening.
The audience was enchanted by the readings, which were all
exquisitely delivered by the students. There was a delightful
atmosphere and it was wonderful to see the Minster full of
people and to hear carols being sung with such relish. A selection of some of the carols will soon be available on the Music
department’s micro-site: http://wilsonsmusic.wixsite.com/index.
It was particularly special hearing the premiere of Mr Elsom’s
recent composition ‘Glad Music Fills the Christmas Sky’, performed by the full choir.
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Next Week’s Menus
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Looking Ahead
•

Friday 20 December - House Mufti

•

Friday 20 December - Term Ends
(3.05 p.m.)

•

Monday 6 January - Term Begins
(late start at 10.50 a.m.)

•

Tuesday 14 January - Y8 Parents’
Information Evening (7.00 p.m.)

•

Thursday 16 January - Higher
Education Evening (7.00 p.m.)

Deputy Head’s Reminder
Thankfulness
“Thankfulness is the beginning of gratitude.
Gratitude is the completion of thankfulness.
Thankfulness may consist merely of words.
Gratitude is shown in acts” (Henri Frederic
Amiel)
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

U6 SUBJECT
COMMENDATIONS
Every year, the Sixth Form Team invites Heads of Departments
to nominate students in their subjects to receive Sixth Form
Commendations. When considering who to nominate for this
commendation, we asked Heads of Departments the following:
“Who has demonstrated an unwavering work ethic throughout

this academic term? Who has done all they possibly can to
make the best possible progress? Who has shown a commitment to their A-level course that goes beyond their classwork
or homework?” Students who are nominated show a truly com-

STUDENT OF THE
MONTH - DECEMBER
Our congratulations go to Pavamaan in 7S,
Evan in 8G and Shravan in 8H.
Pavamaan is a very
good Form Captain, he
is always willing to help
others, has the most
praises in the form and
is generally excellent!

mendable attitude to their studies. We want to take this opportunity to formally acknowledge and celebrate their industry and
resilience. Congratulations gentlemen!
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Art		
Biology
Chemistry
Computing
DT		
Economics
English
Geography
German
History		
Latin		
Mathematics
Philosophy
Physics
Politics		
Spanish

Peter
Sam
Laith and Vinoth
Smye
Thushan
Nathan and Rishi
Joshua
Euan
Ted
Joshua
Ellis
Sachin,Varun and David
Ayub
Rubaiyat
Rowan
Ethan

Evan gave an
outstanding talk on the
Wales trip to Year 7 really enthusing them
about where they are
going to.

Shravan was nominated
by one of his classmates
for being a great support
during a difficult time.

A STUDENT MEETS.......
The Director of Development
Around the school, you may
sometimes see a tall, silver-haired
being gliding through corridors,
maintaining a silent and stoic
presence. His impact on the school
is seldom realised. The man is Mr
Tim Edge, the Director of Development. “I don’t think there’s any
such thing as an average day,” he
tells me, slumped back in his chair,
and an interview by a student is
certainly foreign territory for him!
Tucked away in a broom closet on
the Foundation Building top floor,
he makes efficient use of the space available to him – fliers,
leaflets and notes decorate a pinboard in neat rows. His shoes
are neatly tucked under a stool, his coat delicately hung on
a stand, his jacket on the back of his chair - it’s clear he’s a
mellow fellow.
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He plays a part in every major step the school takes. I am here
to discuss his latest project, which is something of an open
secret. He fumbles with his keyboard, and a few taps later I
see the fruition of his work for the last twelve months – a 3D
rendering of the plan for a new extension for the school. Consisting of two storeys, it will boast a new recital room, multiple
instrumental practice rooms, brand-new changing rooms and a
state of the art gym.
“Our objective is to make Wilson’s a world-class learning
establishment,” he tells me, “and this is one of the steps we’re
taking to ensure that.” He certainly has the experience: a
distinguished career spanning nearly 20 years in some of the
UK’s most distinguished schools. And the experience is crucial for a project of this scale. In an almost nonchalant way, he
mentions “we’re looking at a budget of around £2.31 million,
and I’m responsible for raising about £800k of that.” However,
he was adamant this was a worthwhile investment: “this isn’t
some sort of vanity project.” He’s keen to mention how this
would be a “capital investment” for the school, “designed to last
100 years.” The designers of the building, Mr Edge adds that
the building will be “constructed with longevity and practicality
in mind.”
However, Mr Edge was emphatic in stating the idea wasn’t his.
He mentions how he was informed “around a year ago” that the
senior leadership team was investigating the prospect of a new
capital development project for the school. He mentions how
“two key areas for development were identified by the

Head and Governors: Music and Sport.” Since then a “robust
team including Mr Cole and Mr Coop” has been formed to take
charge of the project, and make decisions centrally and decisively. Since then the designers have been chosen, the design
formalised, and now an “open and expansive” tender process
will begin soon to decide who should be responsible for the
construction process. He concludes with “I’d imagine the building work could start mid 2020.”
Mr Edge was categorical in rejecting the notion that the facilities might be available commercially. He said, “We definitely
have no plans to commercialise”, arguing that these facilities
were designed to be used by Wilson’s boys and that the design
philosophy will be stuck to. An exciting prospect for the school,
definitely. And as for the opening? “I’d imagine opening in late
2020.” Watch this space!
Article by Finley, Year 12

Poppy Appeal
The school raised £487.68
for the Poppy Appeal
this year from the sale of
poppies. Thank you to all
those who bought a poppy.

HISTORY
COMPETITION
Students are invited to enter a national
History competition, arranged by Age of
Revolution and historian Dan Snow! Students can work individually or in groups
to prepare a short animation (between
30 seconds and 4 mins. long). It can be
influenced by a revolutionary invention,
event, idea or person from the Age of
Revolution (1775 – 1848). It could also
be something revolutionary from another time, inspiration from students’ local
history or their own lives or the wider
world today. The deadline for entries is
14 February 2020.
More information, is available here:
https://ageofrevolution.org/enter-our-national-animation-competition-for-schools/
Guidance on how to make an animation
is available here: https://ageofrevolution.
org/education/activities/2d-stop-motionanimation/. To enter: email info@
ageofrevolution.org with a link to your
Vimeo or YouTube, copying Miss Riddle:
hxr@wilsonsschool.sutton.sch.uk
Please speak to Miss Riddle or your history teacher if you have any questions!

FOOTBALL NEWS
Player Of The Week

Jacob (Yr 11) made his 1st XI debut on Wednesday and
marked that with a fine assist. That was followed up with four
goals for the 3rd XI in their big win over Sutton. Christian (Yr
10) was again instrumental for the U15Bs helping the side
to another clean sheet. Player of the week is Guy (L6) who
made the switch from right back to centre forward for the 1st
XI and had an instant impact scoring four goals against Three
Rivers.

TEAM CHESS
CHALLENGE
Ten teams from Wilson’s took part in Team Chess Challenge
on Thursday 12 December. After four tense rounds of chess
Wilson’s A and B teams came first equal with 11.5 points (out
of maximum of 16). Since the A team beat the B team in their
head to head match they have qualified for the national finals
in March. Third was Wilson’s sixth form whilst 4th equal was
the year 11 team and 8C+.
Congratulations to Kiran (L6), Samino (U6), Shivank (L6) and
Adi (Y11) who won all their games.

Co-curricular and
Sports Links
Co-curricular Timetable
Sports Fixtures

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Friday 6 December

Wilson’s vs Greenshaw (Sutton
Cup)
U12A		

The 2nd XI and 3rd XI enjoyed big wins over Sutton while the
U15Bs showed lots of character to gain a clean sheet in their
win. The U12As had a good two days winning two games, one
of them a Sutton Cup win over Greenshaw. Team of the week
is the U12Bs who gained their first clean sheet of the season in
their fine away win over Sutton.

2-1

Saturday 7 December

Wilson’s vs Sutton Grammar
(Friendlies)
1st XI		
2nd XI		
3rd XI		
U15A		
U15B		
U14A 		
U14B 		
U13A 		
U13B 		
U12A 		
U12B 		

Team Of The Week

won

drew
won
won
lost
won
drew
drew
lost
lost
won
won

1-1
7-0
6-0
1-4
1-0
3-3
1-1
1-3
0-5
6-2
2-0

Wednesday 11 December

Wilson’s vs Three Rivers Academy
(ESFA Super League)
1st XI		

won

8-0

2nd XI		

drew

4-4

4th XI		
5th XI		

lost
won

0-6
5-1

Wilson’s vs Glyn (Friendly)

Non sibi sed omnibus

Wilson’s Update

Wilson’s vs Royal Russell (Friendlies)

CHESS RESULTS
Surrey League
Wilson’s A team vs. Sutton A team		
drew 3 – 3
Wins for Raghav (Y7) and Samino (U6)
Wilson’s B team vs Sutton B team 		
won 10 - 2
2 wins for Atticus (Y10), Rahul (Y8),
Shivank (L6)

Pictured above:

U12B team.

Pictured above:

Wilson’s chess players in action.

